How bowls made in Cyprus compare physically to the ones from Egypt and Greece in bronze age from the sites of Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke 
introduction
The aims of this analysis are to figure out how Egypt and Greece influenced the creation of bowls made in Cyprus possibly made in Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke during the Bronze Age. I will be taking 4 bowls from Enkomi one from Egypt, another from Greece and finally two made in Cyprus this will also be the same for the site of Hala Sultan Tekke though two of the bowls are rather unconventional and unique one from this site and another from Egypt. The items that I will use in this analysis are from the online collection at the British museum. I will then see how the objects from Cyprus compare to the ones made in Greece and Egypt and list similarities and differences to evaluate whether or not these Cypriot bowls has taken influence from both these ancient cultures. I will also look at these items to see if they were mainly used by the elites or if they were widespread across all the people of these sites. Due to lots of copper trading from Cyprus this means a large number of cultures will come into contact with the people of Cyprus and is one of the main reasons why so many cultures were in contact with them. 
Site Descriptions
Both of these sites were excavated by Turner Bequest Excavations and funded by Emma Tourner Turner however fig 6 was excavated by the British museum.
The site of Hala Sultan Tekke was a bronze age town situated on the coast of south eastern Cyprus now controlled by the republic of Cyprus. It’s close to the Salt Lake near to Larnaca however during the times of the late bronze age when it would have had people living there the lake would be a bay connected to the Mediterranean allowing for a port used for trade with the mainland of Africa, Europe and the Levant making it prosperous for its time due to the influx of trade (Wild, E. M., et al. 2019). There were at least 14 tombs at this site with some already having been looted and others not found till the excavation of this site. We also see a number of rich tombs so from these tombs they could see what the people of Hala Sultan Tekke saw as being significant. (Fischer and Bürge, 2017)
Enkomi is located in North Cyprus. The town is rich with many tombs so the number of finds can show us what these people considered to be of luxury and other things that may have had sentimental value. Some of these tombs are influenced by other people and cultures mostly being Aegean and Egyptian. Enkomi was excavated firstly in 1897 where over 1500 artefacts have been found from over 100 tombs which were influenced by near east cultures and of course some of these artefacts I will be using in this paper. 
The artefacts
Enkomi
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Fig 1 
Materials: Wheel made painted pottery
Dimensions: Diameter 18.40cm x 5.60cm height
Description: Acquired in 1897 the bowl was made in Greece and was produced between 1300bc-1200bc. Decorated with two stripes in the centre of the bowl alongside multiple dots in a circular formation we can also see two handles on opposite sides of the bowl. 
Museum number: 1897,0401.1025
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Fig 2 
Material: Wheel made painted pottery
Dimensions: Diameter 15.20cm x 5.20cm height 
Description: This bowl was found in 1897 and made in Cyprus around 1340bc-1050bc. We can see at least two stripes with what looks like another partially around the rim of the bowl. There also seems to be another stripe on the exterior. The bowl has two handles opposite each other.
Museum number: 1897,0401.920
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Fig 3
Material: Moulded faience which is glazed and painted
Dimensions: Diameter 13.80cm x 4.90cm height x 0.40cm thickness
Description: This bowl was also discovered in 1897 but it was made in Egypt. The bowl isn’t well preserved and you can see where the fragments have been linked together alongside the fact a large portion of it has been lost so to hold it together someone has reconstructed the remainder. It is thought to have been made between the years of 1550bc-1300bc. On the parts of the bowl recovered we can see papyrus branches on either side, what looks to be a triangle in the centre and finally horizontal lines beneath the triangle in black paint. 
Museum number: 1897,0401.858
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Fig 4
Material: Wheel made painted pottery
Dimensions: Diameter 11.40cm x 3.20cm height
Description: It was found in 1897 like the rest of the bowls in Enkomi and produced in 1340bc-1050bc in Cyprus. It is an oval shape with a shallow profile, we can see the remains of a painted band going around the interior, exterior and on the rim of the bowl. It also has handles on the point of the oval.  
Museum number: 1897,0401.1209

Hala Sultan Tekke
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Fig 5 
Material: Wheel made painted pottery
Dimensions: Diameter 18.30-19.30cm x 5.10cm height
Description: shallow bowl found in 1898 crafted between 1400bc-1300bc in Greece. We can see a large amount of detail on the bowl including the stripes that are parallel to each other throughout the entire dish until the base where we see a circle and lines coming from the circle horizontally and vertically. We can see how there is a missing piece that’s been filled with plaster and the paint they used looks to be a dark reddish brown. 
Museum number: 1898,1201.215
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Fig 6
Materials: Polished calcite footed bowl/ stemmed dish
Dimensions: Diameter 12.70cm x 6cm height
Description: Found in 1898 and created in 1450bc-1200bc. The bowl has a stem coming from its base which has been made separately then attached and has a pronounced rim and base flanges giving the walls a concaved look. It’s been polished and bored. It was made in Egypt and due to calcite being white it has a light creamy colour.
Museum number: 1898,1201.226
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Fig 7
Materials: Handmade painted pottery
Dimensions: Diameter (mouth) 24cm x 25.50cm height
Description: It was found in 1898 produced in Cyprus around 1450bc-1200bc. It has a larger body whilst closer to the rim it begins to get smaller. We can see many patters most notably the ladder like patter around its mouth whilst beneath it we can see more lines in a cross-hatch pattern with chains linked to the horizontal lines on the body of the bowl and between the lines we see another chain across the diameter of the body. This bowl also has a handle with painted rings covering part of the handle. 
Museum number: 1898,1231.27
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Fig 8
Material: Handmade pottery
Dimensions: Diameter 16.50cm
Description: this bowl was found fragmented in 1898 where it has been restored mostly other than tint fragments that must have been lost during its initial break. It is said to have been crafted between 1600bc-1450bc. It has 3 small loop handles in the shape of a triangle alongside the rim and a large wishbone handle in-between two of the smaller ones.
Museum number: 1898,1201.230
All of these objects have been taken off the British Museum website.
Enkomi- https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/search?keyword=bowl&place=Enkomi&place=Cyprus&view=grid&sort=object_name__asc&page=1#page-top 
Hala Sultan Tekke- https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/search?keyword=bowl&place=Hala%20Sultan%20Tekke&view=grid&sort=object_name__asc&page=1 

Comparison
The one thing that links each bowl together here is they were found in Cyprus but this is a given. Looking at the bowls that were made in cyprus (fig 2, 4, 7, 8) we can see how they are much cruder compared to the Greek pottery (fig 1, 5) even considering the ones that were likely produced before some of the Cypriot bowls it shows how much more advanced the process of making this Greek pottery. Another point is the markings on Greek bowls are rather similar as looking at the Cypriot bowls (fig 2, 4, 7) the stripes that have been painted on look rather similar to those of the Greeks. The majority of bowls from both Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke have some sort of handle however the majority of bowls found in enkomi had handles of sorts whereas in Hala Sultan Tekke there was nowhere near the number of bowls and few of them had handles. The Greek bowls are the most detailed at both sites as the Cypriot bowls seem to have a lot of influence taken from the Greeks compared to the Egyptian bowls as these bowls tend to have paintings of their gods or some sort of symbols and the Greek art on these bowls are more like patterns usually lines or something incorporated into these lines. The bowls with the small ring handles are usually from Cyprus and Greece compared to the Egyptian bowls where one has a stem coming from the base which I haven’t seen ones being made in Cyprus though that bowl (fig 6) was made from stone unlike the rest as they were made either from pottery or faience. Due to calcite being a rather soft stone it makes it suitable for a bowl as it would be easy to shape and would not need to go through a hardening process as it’s a rock. We can see from the bowls that when Cypriots were making handmade pottery the Greeks at the time were using wheel made pottery possibly showing a way that the technique of wheel made pottery travelled to Cyprus from the Greeks. The two bowls that are clearly different from the rest (fig 6, 7) are so due to them having different handles and shapes where fig6 has the long stem at the base which is to be used as a handle and how the bowl doesn’t curve to the rim it goes vertical. The other bowl, made in Cyprus (fig 7) is very different from the rest as the handle on the side of the bowl is much larger probably to deal with the weight of the pottery. Compared to the rest of the objects here (fig 8) is much cruder than the rest even compared to the others that were made from a mould it hasn’t been painted and has no features other than the many different handles which some of them is unlikely to be used as handles since the placements of them would make it difficult to hold and the ones I believe to be used as actual handles is the wishbone at the top and the smaller one opposite. The two bowls that haven’t been painted in any way is the calcite bowl and the reconstructed Cypriot bowl (fig 6, 8) the main reason I imagine the calcite bowl didn’t have any decorations due to the material being harder to paint on comparing that to the pottery and faience bowls where the surfaces are smoother and with the ability to be glazed keep the artwork on there for a much longer time whereas on fig 8 the bowl seems to be less advanced in terms of pottery making so it could be possible that it was made by someone who didn’t have many assets and was only used for its purpose therefor not needing any artwork or the crafter plainly didn’t want any artwork on there. The majority of the bowls have similar dimensions being between 15cm in diameter to 19cm although there are a few that are different most notably the largest bowl (fig 7) as its diameter and height are much larger than the rest most likely due to it having a different use than the others since its more likely to be used for storage or preservation of possible food, other goods and maybe even water since the vessel is large enough to carry a decent amount of water. The height of most of the bowls are (other than fig 7) are within 2cm of each other so the purpose of them were most likely similar however looking at fig 2 the oval shape is rather unique since all other bowls (excluding fig 7 again) are circular in shape. The reason for this is most probably used to also hold a liquid as one of the handles slightly resembles a spout possibly used as both a handle and spout. The time ranges when these objects were crafted vary from 1600bc-1050bc and we can see that the ones made in Cyprus even when they are said to have been created around the same time as the Greek they aren’t as well crafted as we see from the fact the bowls made in Greece have been crafted from using a wheel technique whereas the Egyptian one (fig 3) had been moulded yet the Cypriot ones were also made using the same technique as the Greeks possibly stating that the Greek influence reached them before the Egyptians. Most Egyptian bowls in both Enkomi and Hala Sultan Tekke have been broken to the point where the museum has to repair it with plaster however this isn’t the case for fig 6 as its made of calcite which is not as brittle as pottery as we can see from fig 3, 5, 8 as these have needed some sort of repair and in fig 3 case the bowl has had to have half of it made from this plaster compared to fig 5 and 8 which has either just needed to be glued back in place or a tiny piece of plaster covering up a missing piece. Looking at the handles of the Greek bowls they are very similar to that of the Cypriot ones however fig 8 has these handles on it so I don’t believe this was exclusive to the Greeks since it makes sense to have bowls like this so its easier to carry and transport them. The two most similar bowls in my opinion are fig 2 and 4 due to them having very similar patterns in the form of bands on the exterior, interior and rim. They both have small handles opposite each other the only main differences are the size and shape since fig 4 is an oval yet fig 2 is a standard bowl shape (circular) but both are from cyprus so its plausible these designs were common. 


Conclusion
Comparing all of these bowls the conclusion I have came up with is that Cyprus had much more of a Greek influence after 1400bc as this is where we see the start of the wheel made pottery in Cyprus however it was in Greece beforehand after looking at these objects since it has been there at least during 1550bc. The artwork on both Cypriot and Greek bowls are similar with each other since the paintings on the Cypriot bowls are more pattern like rather than the Egyptians with their symbolism. It also seems that the Egyptians used many materials for their bowls as the one made from calcite is the only one that is made from rock. the height and diameter of the bowls are similar to both so I don’t believe this has any impact on whether or not this had influenced the Cypriot making of the bowls. The most unique bowl (not from Cyprus (fig 6)) I don’t feel influenced many people at all due to it being made from calcite and the way to craft this bowl most likely didn’t reach Cyprus during this time. The amount of bowls from all around the near east show how much contact Cyprus had with these countries as there are many other artefacts from Egypt, the levant, Aegean and Syria and with all of these cultures trading with Cyprus for its abundance in copper an amalgamation of cultures and peoples would have had large amounts of influence onto the Cypriot culture at the time though from these bowls I believe it had mostly Greek influence there are many other artefacts I could not cover which wherever they were from I believe they would have a large impact alongside the Greek. 
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