2.	Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words)
This piece of writing will evaluate the different types pf tactics used by police across the UK to disrupt criminal activity across the road networks. 
As time has gone on development of roads and technology used by road users in UK has progressed and, although utilised positively by members of the public can also be abused by organised criminals aiding the criminals to conduct offences usually for their financial gain. Police forces have seen an increase in types of crimes utilising the road networks and some of these crimes are risking the lives of others. Some examples of the types of crimes are, drug transportation, Child sexual exploitation, county lines, illegal sex work and human trafficking. 
Human trafficking is becoming more prevalent in the UK and globally, used not only to facilitate crimes like sexual exploitation but also used for people desperately trying to escape hardship in their home countries. One definition on Human trafficking is, 
“Human Trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of people through force, fraud or deception, with the aim of exploiting them for profit. Men, women and children of all ages and from all backgrounds can become victims of this crime, which occurs in every region of the world” (Human-Trafficking, 2021).
Some examples of Human trafficking in the modern day are as follows,
· Forced Labour, “Forced or compulsory labour is all work or service which is exacted from any person under the threat of a penalty and for which the person has not offered himself or herself voluntarily.” Its effects millions of people across the world including men, women and children and mainly found in industries with very little regulation or unregistered business’s, usually organisations of a criminal nature for example, prostitution and sexual exploitation, market trading and domestic work (Antislavery, 2021)

· Sex trafficking, “Sex trafficking is human trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation. It has been called a form of modern slavery because of the way victims are forced into sexual acts, usually non-consensually, in a form of sexual slavery. Perpetrators of the crime are called sex traffickers or pimps—people who manipulate victims to engage in various forms of commercial sex with paying customers. Sex traffickers use force, fraud, and coercion as they recruit, transport, and provide their victims as prostitutes. Sometimes victims are brought into a situation of dependency on their trafficker(s), financially or emotionally” (Sex trafficking - Wikipedia, 2021).

· Organ trafficking, Organ trade (also known as Red market) is the trading of human organs, tissues, or other body products, usually for transplantation. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), organ trade is a commercial transplantation where there is a profit, or transplantations that occurs outside of national medical systems. There is a global need or demand for healthy body parts for transplantation, which exceeds the numbers available (Organ trade - Wikipedia, 2021).

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Child soldier, this involves the recruitment and use of children in armed conflicts across the world. The children used are subject to a lot of exploitation and abuse. The children will then be used not only as fighters but also scouts, cooks, porters, guards, managers and more. The children become part of an armed force group for many reasons although majority are abducted, threatened, coerced or manipulated (Children recruited by armed forces, 2021).

· Child marriage, Child marriage is any formal marriage or informal union where one or both people are under 18 years old. A forced marriage is where one or both people do not consent to the marriage and pressure or abuse is used. Pressure can include threats, physical or sexual violence, and financial pressure (Child marriage, 2021).

· Debt bondage, also known as debt slavery, bonded labour, or peonage, is the pledge of a person's services as security for the repayment for a debt or other obligation, where the terms of the repayment are not clearly or reasonably stated, and the person who is holding the debt thus has some control over the labourer. Freedom is assumed on debt repayment. The services required to repay the debt may be undefined, and the services' duration may be undefined, thus allowing the person supposedly owed the debt to demand services indefinitely. Debt bondage can be passed on from generation to generation (Debt bondage - Wikipedia, 2021).

The development and fast pace growth of such crimes is assisted by the development of good and effective transport networks. Human trafficking will often start with the transportation of people from all different places across the globe and there for would not succeed if not for the utilisation of the transport network making it difficult for authorities to disrupt such crimes.
This has meant police forces across the UK have had to develop technology and skills to deal with such crimes as human trafficking.

One of the first skills utilised by police is gathering of intelligence this then becomes the foundation of a investigation leading to solid evidence allowing actions to be taken by police. To ensure evidence is gathered and used correctly there is process’s that need to be followed to gather, grade and submit intelligence.

To gather, grade and submit intelligence the police use a process called The National Intelligence Model. The National Intelligence Model is a product of the work led by the National Criminal Intelligence Service on behalf of the crime committee.  It has been designed to target three levels of business: local, cross border and serious and organised crime (Netpol, 2021)

Level 1 – Local issues, usually the crimes, criminals affecting a basic command unit or small force area. The crimes will range from low value thefts to murder with handling of volume crime will be an issue at this level. (Netpol, 2021).

Level 2 – Cross border issues, usually the actions of a criminal or other specific problem effecting more than one basic command unit. Problems can affect a group of command units, forces or more than one force. Issues can be resolved by forces with the help from the national crime squad, HM customs and excise and the Nation Criminal Intelligence Services. (Netpol, 2021).

Level 3 – this is for serious and organised crime which is usually operating on a national or international scale, which will require identifying the crime and criminals by proactive means and response mainly through targeting operations by dedicated units and a preventative response on a national basis. (Netpol, 2021)

When gather information and intelligence there is a grading process, this is known as the 3x5x2 model,

The first step is the source, are they 1. Reliable, 2. Untested or 3. Not reliable. 

The second step is the intelligence, is the information A. known directly, B. Known indirectly but corroborated, C. Known indirectly, D. Not known and E. Suspected to be false. 

The third and final step to the model is handling, is the information suitable for P. lawful sharing permitted or C. Lawful sharing permitted with conditions. 

By using the National intelligence model, grading with 3x5x2 model (Nafn,2021) and correct submitting of information the information and intelligence can be used to prevent, stop and bring offenders of crimes like human trafficking to justice as well as using it to safeguard any victims or potential victims from harm. It aids officers with legal powers to target such vehicles for example Section 163 Road Traffic Act 1988 This gives any police officer the legal right to stop a vehicle on the road. The officer must be in full police uniform and does not have to have preauthorisation to stop the vehicle. By stopping a vehicle and doing the correct checks via PNC (Police National Computer) could flag up potential crimes which would then interrupt and trigger a potential investigation.

Crimes such as Human trafficking utilise intelligence but also rely of ANPR. ANPR is used mainly for the purpose of road policing as the tool allows to identify number plates on moving cars whilst flagging up any markers, and intelligence related to that vehicle. 
The way it works is when a car passes an ANPR camera it picks up the registration instantly passing relatable information to officers. ANPR cameras are also accessible to members of control rooms and other crime management teams. 

Three ways ANPR cameras can be used are for operational response, information and intelligence and investigations (NPCC, 2021)
When used for operational response the vehicle would pass an ANPR camera which would then read the number plate and as mentioned above automatically search the police data base. Any issues flagged then allows police officers to intercept and stop the vehicle, do checks on and in the vehicle and then if needed make arrests or take action of a different manor for example issuing a TOR (traffic offence report). 
When used for information and intelligence its usually in relation to national security or organised crime purposes. Intelligence gathered and circulated, as the car then passes ANPR details are recorded for the purpose of the investigation.
When utilised for investigations relevant officers and organisation can gain access to data captured by the camera when relevant to the investigation. The use of ANPR in this way has proved to be important in the detection of many offences, including locating stolen vehicles, tackling uninsured vehicle use and solving cases of terrorism, major and organised crime (NPCC, 2021).

Both ANPR and the gathering of information and intelligence are great tools used by the police to tackle such crimes like human trafficking. There are lots more tools that can be used to disrupt crime utilising the road network. One tactic used regularly is the lawful seizure of vehicles. This can be done under Section 59 of The Police Reform Act 2002 and also Section 45 of the proceeds Of crime Act 2002.

Section 59 gives officers the power to seize any vehicle that is being driven in an anti-social manner which would be likely to cause alarm and distress to any member.

Section 45 gives officers the power to seize a vehicle which is believed have been obtained through the gains of criminal offences.

By seizing vehicles, you are removing a tool that transports the individuals but also send a message out to criminal organisations that vehicles bought via financing gained by crime. You then removing gains of criminal activity making it less attractive to criminals.

Looking at the three-option written about above I feel the gathering and sharing of intelligence to be the most productive a helpful tool to disrupt crime on the road networks. This is because the gathering and correct sharing of intelligence can create a more targeted approach from police rather than random patrols.
Having a wealth of intelligence can arm police officers with the tools to arrest, search, seize and many other helpful actions to bring offenders to justice. In my opinion without intelligence you are lacking the information needed to utilise ANPR which would then lead to seizure or arrest of offenders which inevitably makes intelligence the foundation of any investigation.

1824 words.

2.	Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words)

This piece of writing will assess the role community policing has today. I will investigate the methods and the benefits of fostering strong links between the community and police and why it’s important to maintain the cohesion between both parties to help target crime and anti-social behaviours.

Community Policing is defined as,
“a system for developing trust and understanding between the people who live in a particular area and the local police, to reduce crime in that area. The system involves regular contact between the public and individual police officers and members of the public work together with the police to prevent crime and antisocial behaviour” (Oxford Dictionary, 2021).
One of the main objectives for policing is to protect the most vulnerable people from harm, however the development of new and more sophisticated crimes this making it increasingly more difficult. It has become an increasing crime trend to target vulnerable persons in recent years and this could be due to them being easier to manipulate and less likely to be believed when reporting crimes. 

Community based policing was implemented to help bridge the gap between police and the public creating a better relationship between both parties. This was with the aim to improve public confidence in their local police force which improves public engagement with the police. This engagement helps to tackle these types of crimes and protect the most vulnerable people in our society.

“Community policing, or community-oriented policing (COP), is a strategy of policing that focuses on developing relationships with community members. It is a philosophy of full-service policing that is highly personal, where an officer patrols the same area for a period and develops a partnership with citizens to identify and solve problems”.

In every aspect of policing in the community we are underpinned by the Peelian Principles. These principles were set out but Sir Roberts Peel who became home secretary in 1822. The reforms introduced by Sir Robert Peel and the first Police Commissioners were based on a philosophy that the power of the police comes from the common consent of the public, as opposed to the power of the state. The nine principles that underpin this philosophy were set out in the ‘General Instructions’ issued to every new police officer from 1829 onwards. The principles are still valid today and have shaped the approach that HMICFRS takes when assessing how well police forces are working for the public (The Peelian Principles | The Crime Prevention Website, 2021).

These principles are:
1.The basic mission for which the police exist is to prevent crime and disorder

2.The ability of the police to perform their duties is dependent upon public approval of police actions

3.Police must secure the willing co-operation of the public in voluntary observance of the law to be able to secure and maintain the respect of the public

4.The degree of co-operation of the public that can be secured diminishes proportionately to the necessity of the use of physical force

5.Police seek and preserve public favour not by pandering to public opinion but by constantly demonstrating absolute impartial service to the law

6.Police use physical force to the extent necessary to secure observance of the law or to restore order only when the exercise of persuasion, advice and warning is found to be insufficient

7.Police, at all times, should maintain a relationship with the public that gives reality to the historic tradition that the police are the public and the public are the police; the police being only members of the public who are paid to give full-time attention to duties which are incumbent on every citizen in the interests of community welfare and existence
8.Police should always direct their action strictly towards their functions and never appear to usurp the powers of the judiciary

9.The test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with it.

Modern day policing has progressed and so has crime which has caused police services to be stretched which makes it increasingly difficult for proactive community policing to take place. As a result, police services have now began building relationships with partner agencies to enable collaborative working to tackle the problems together. Some of the agencies involved include social services, schools and youth centres, Residential Social Landlords, local Councils, and charities. 

A regular and consistent police presence is what is said to bridge the gap and build the positive relationships, but this is becoming increasingly difficult for police officers to do due the increased demand. 

It is the aspiration of community policing that every community have a designated community officer, be it a police constable or a community support officer. These officers will then be able to focus on attending facilities such as youth clubs and schools to deliver training or community engagement sessions with local young people in the community. This interaction is aimed at bridging the perceived gap between young people and their policing organisation. It is about the community knowing the police and the police knowing the community. Targeting the young and vulnerable and building a relationship with them will increase their trust which increases the chance of victims speaking out and gaining the help from police.

Vulnerability can be defined as,
“Someone who is vulnerable is weak and without protection, with the result that they are easily hurt physically or emotionally” (Vulnerable definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary, 2021).

There are many reasons as to why somebody is vulnerable lack of mental capacity, increasing age, being physically dependant on others, low self-esteem, previous history of abuse, negative experiences of disclosing abuse, social isolation, lack of access to health and social services, financial difficulty and depending on others financially.
Part of positive community policing is to prevent such crimes it’s important that police can educate those most at risk as well as those having most contact with the vulnerable people. Publicising how these groups operate and who they target encourages communities to be more alert to the signs and report behaviours which appear suspicious. Communities need to feel confident to approach the police with their concerns so action can be taken. There needs to be a co-ordinated approach so that the intervention is successful, and the vulnerable person is safeguarded. 

An example of this is as follows, 
There was an obvious increase around the Newport area to where teenagers were being targeted for the purpose of storing and moving drugs connected to county lines. 
Intelligence was gathered over the period of three months and evidence showed that these children were being targeted outside of the school. A decision was made for police to start being present at several school gates and closing time in a hope it would deter these criminals from attending and targeting the children. As time went on it became obvious that these actions were not enough, and these crimes were still taking place. It was then decided that a good form of action was to educate.  It started by police attending school assembly’s and giving detailed information about the crimes and the risk involved. They were given details on how report these crimes and warning signs to look for that themselves or somebody else are being groomed for the purpose of cuckooing and county lines. When this took place, the next step was to educate the public and the parents about these types of crimes. What happens, the risk, the warning signs, tips on how to safeguard their children and how and to who to report it. Due to these actions the hope was that reports from the vulnerable children and their parents would increase giving us a better chance of identifying criminals. 

This is an example of good community policing but there is a much bigger picture regarding this and regular multi agency meetings in troubled areas are paramount. When looking at vulnerable teenagers working with other agencies to deter them from crime is very positive action and often works in lowering crime and prevent them from becoming victims. If a police officer is successful when communicating with the community, they work trust will be will. Where trust is built advice will be taken and people will be more likely to work with the police rather than against them. this will allow early detection of crimes meaning we are able to safeguard these individuals from harm, crime will begin to decrease, and the streets will be that of a safer place.

When communicating with the public it’s important to target the issues they are concerned about and work with them to come up with strategy’s on how to solve the issues. 
A good a common place to talk with the whole community is local council meetings, police attending these council meetings can be a good start and help to put a plan in place moving forwards. An Example of this type of action previously is me dealing with an ongoing issue with off road bikes. 

The area in question were being faced with a growing issue of off-road bikes driving through estates dangerously and regularly racing in local fields causing a lot of noise nuisance for residents. As the issue became worse there was in excess of 15 calls per week regarding the same issue in the same area. For this reason, I decided the best option to move forward was to gather the residents in a controlled environment where they could give all their issues and information regarding the situation and come up with a plan with the police to move forward and tackle the issues. The most appropriate environment was a local council meeting due to fact that not only the residents and police would be there but also local councillors giving us a better chance of coming up with a solution.

It was important for me that during the meeting the most help and clear information was shared in order for the intervention to be successful so decided that conducting a survey prior to the meeting with all residents involved would not only gather accurate information and statistics but also give a voice to those residents not able to attend meetings in person. 
Evidence shows that, Surveys can offer a more accurate and unbiased understanding of the problem you are trying to solve. Difficulty solving problems comes from inaccuracy in reading and/or thinking. Transforming antidotally feedback into quantitative outcomes will clearly define the who, what, where, when, why, and how’s of the issue at hand while throwing out anomalies that do not fit. Surveys can familiarize yourself with trending words commonly used by respondents and allow you to analyse the facts from both a short and long distance before prematurely making important decisions (Five ways surveys can solve problems for you | QuestionPro, 2021).

All information was then compiled from the surveys and spoken about during the face to face meeting. As a result, over the next couple of months action was taken by police which consisted of regular police attendance to the area, seizure of bikes, financial penalty’s given, the fields secured to avoid entry and arrests made when needed. Over the time frame of around 3months these issues began to reduce and eventually stop. 

This is a good example of community policing and how it can have a positive impact on communities. Its paramount for police to continue to develop in terms of community policing as inevitably this is going to build trust between police and the community.

               (1914 words).
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