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Diffusionism as a theory originated in the mid to late 19th century. It held the idea that cultural patterns and ideas can spread from one society to another society rather than all of them undergoing the same changes at one time or another which was another theory many people had at the time e.g. unilinear and universal evolution.
Assimilation and acculturation are forms of diffusion but are very different in their own right. Assimilation is the act of one main society absorbing another one by force and it usually happens when there is a clear power dynamic involved. The main example of assimilation is the European colonialization between the 15th century with the discovery of America all the way up until the mid-20th century with the decolonisation of countries in Asia and Africa (History.state.gov, n.d). although its effects of it are still seen today. Other examples included the removal of indigenous children in Australia during most of the 20th century, where they would be taken from their birth family and placed with a white family so that the indigenous population would “die out” (Australianstogether.org.au, n.d.). Acculturation happens when one culture absorbs the cultural ideas of another society out of necessity or when they have no choice. Examples for this could be when refuges move to another country to seek asylum, where they would have to do certain things to “fit into” their new home like speak a completely different language.
There are 3 schools of diffusionism German-Austrian, British and American. G. E. Smith is one of the founders of British diffusionism, his idea was that all of civilisation diffused from counties in the middle east, east Africa but mostly form Egypt. He was so impressed by everything that he found from Egypt that he was convinced that civilization must have originated there. Friedrich Ratzel, Leo Frobenius and fritz Graebner where some of the founders of German-Austrian branch of the theory, they focused of the idea that culture diffused through society by the movement and migration of people. Clark Wissler, Alan Barnard and Franz Boas are some of the American diffusionists with Boas himself being the Founding father of American anthropology. The American branch of diffusionism describes it as the spread of culture in smaller more limited places rather than it being universal like its German-Austrian and British counterparts. (cited in Venkataraman, n.d.)
The theory of diffusion is useful in the sense that it does give us an idea of how aspects of culture can influence another country or many other countries. In todays world it is still very relevant, maybe even more so than before because of the diversity of the modern-day world with a substantial amount of migration. Its possible diffusion could be linked with the idea of globalisation. With more organisations and businesses from different countries all around the world setting up branches in other countries could unintentionally cause diffusion. 
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