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Greek Colonisation – 8th Century BC
· Greek Colonisation began in the 8th century BC, however there is no exact year that marks the official start of colonisation. One source says that the time period for the Colonisation of the West begins between, 734 and 580 BC.[footnoteRef:1] Hornblower, one of the authors of the previous source, then continues to say in his own work, that after 750 BC, colonisation was ‘much more highly organised than the earliest settlement of Greeks in the east’.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 180]  [2:  Hornblower 2011: 1] 


Thucydides – 460-400 BC
· Thucydides is well-known for his telling of the Great Peloponnesian War. As an Athenian, he would have some exposure to the war, as it was between the Athenians and Spartans. With this, Thucydides is born ‘probably between 460 and 455 BC’, and ‘died about 400’[footnoteRef:3] BC. With this information, Thucydides actually lived through the war, and was general in 424, the year in which he ‘failed in the task of saving Amphipolis from Brasidas’.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 717]  [4:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 717] 


Achaemenid Persia – 559 BC
· The Achaemenid Empire was started by Cyrus the Great who began ruling Persia in 559 BC. This empire lasted through the fifth and fourth century, until the death of Artaxerxes III in 336 BC when there was a crisis in the dynasty. Darius III Codomannus took over this role, however satrapies were against this and revolted due to him not having a strong enough claim to the throne – only being a distant cousin. Rather than this empire ending, the Seleucid Empire took over with many similarities to the Achaemenid Empire.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Lendering 1998] 



Classical Period – fifth century BC – 323 BC
· Typically when looking at the Classical Period of Greece, it is dated ‘between the Persian Wars… and the death of Alexander the Great’. Many wars and battles occur during this period, with states wanting to prove their power in the Greek world; Herodotus told his Histories; and the political process of democracy was brought around, having a major impact on the modern day.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  History] 


Cleisthenes’ Reforms – 525 BC
· Cleisthenes was an Athenian politician, who was magistrate under Hippias during 525 and 524 BC.[footnoteRef:7] He was famously known for his reorganisation of Athens’ citizen body, and bringing around democracy; another reform that is suspected to have been brought around by Cleisthenes is ostracism – the act in which somebody is to be exiled through the citizen body voting. [7:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 171] 



Last Ostracism – 417 BC
· Ostracism was the exiling of an individual through the voting of citizens, with the last recorded ostracism taking place in 417 BC with Hyperbolos; with the aim to use this political process to exile one of his rivals, the two, Alcibiades and Micias, teamed up against Hyperbolos and were successful in ostracising their common enemy.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Cartwright 2016] 


Gelon – 540-478 BC
· Gelon the Tyrant ruled over Gela after Hippocrates died in 491 BC, and almost instantly had an aggressive relationship with the Carthaginians. His power grew and he soon took control of Syracuse in 485 BC. Later he seized control of Euboea and Megara Hyblaea in 483 BC and strengthened his position; this was also helped by his marriage, gaining him an ally with Theron of Acragas.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Britannica 1998] 


Dionysius I – 430 BC
· The tyrant of Syracuse grew through the army, with him being secretary of the generals in 406 BC. This grew until he was elected as ‘general plenipotentiary’; this helped with his eventual control of the state of Syracuse. In 397 BC he ‘invaded the Carthaginian province’, and continued to show his power and his enforcement of it throughout his reign. Hornblower and Spawforth comment on his life and conclude that Dionysius I was ‘a born leader of men, in peace and war; orator and diplomat… above all, the greatest soldier that, apart from the Macedonians, ancient Greece produced’.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 232] 


Battle of Mantinea – 418 BC
· The first Battle of Mantinea was caused due to Sparta attacking Athens’ newest allies: Argos, Mantinea, and Elis – all of these states belonging to the Peloponnese. Athens then had to decide which side to be on, as in 421 BC they had entered a treaty with Sparta called the Peace of Nicias. Agis II, the current Spartan king, easily defeated the opposing states, leading to Athens and the other states being ‘discredited’.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Livius 2006] 


Battle of Mantinea – 362 BC
· The second Battle of Mantinea occurred between the Thebans and the Spartans, who were supported by the powers they had defeated in the previous battle. With both sides at their weakest point, the Macedonians rose to power over Greece, leaving the Spartans and Thebans behind them.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Revolvy] 


Battle of Mantinea – 207 BC
· The third and final Battle of Mantinea was fought between Sparta and the Achaean League, led by Machanidas and Philopoemen respectively. During the battle, Machanidas was slain by the opposing side, making the Achaeans triumphant.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Revolvy] 


The Thirty Tyrants – 404 BC
· The Thirty Tyrants was used to describe the oligarchy used to rule over Athens after the Peloponnesian War. Thirty Athenians were elected in an aim to have a stable government, ‘eliminate opponents; and reform the laws they thought were “problematic”’. Their ides was to model Athens into a power very similar to how Sparta was.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Planeaux 2015] 


Aristotle – 384-322 BC
· Aristotle went to Athens to study at Plato’s Academy at the age of 17, and after his tutor’s death, he was soon invited to Pella to teach Philip II of Macedon’s son, Alexander the Great, in 342 BC.[footnoteRef:15] Some of his works include Politics, Nichomachean Ethics, and Poetics.[footnoteRef:16]  [15:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 68]  [16:  Biography 2017] 


Battle of Marathon – 490 BC
· The Battle of Marathon was between the Greeks and Persia, with the Persian army coming to a total of approximately 90,000 men, and the Greeks having between 10,000 and 20,000 men. Despite having such an overwhelming opposition, the Greeks were still able to win this battle.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Cartwright 2013] 



Battle of Thermopylae – 480 BC
· The Battle of Thermopylae took place between the Spartans and the Persians, where the Spartans defended a narrow entrance in the mountains at Thermopylae; the minute army of 300 faced the 100,000 Persians and were able to show their power by defeating them using a specific tactic of taking turns in holding the front line.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Ancient Greece] 


Battle of Himera – 480 BC
· Gelon, tyrant of Syracuse, took part in this battle against the Carthaginians. It was too late for the Carthaginians as they were waiting for their allies to send help with reinforcements, as Gelon entered the camps and soon won the battle.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Lendering 2003] 


Battle of Plataea – 479 BC
· The Battle of Plataea was another battle between the Greeks and the Persians, with the Persian army consisting of 100,000 and the Greeks consisting of 40,000. In the end, the Persians lost 30,000 and the Greeks lost 2,000, with the Persians taking a loss.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Britannica 2017 ] 


Battle of Mykale – 479 BC
· The Battle of Mykale was between the Spartans and the Persians, with it being the ‘first Greek victory in Asia’.[footnoteRef:21]  [21:  Lendering 2003] 



Darius I – 522-486
· The son of Hystaspes was part of the Persian nobility, taking power potentially from Bardiya, brother of Cambyses II, in 522 BC.[footnoteRef:22] Darius I also founded the Achaemenid Empire again, and left the Persian Empire at its largest expansion yet. His son Xerxes then took over after his passing.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 207]  [23:  Lendering 1999] 


Xerxes – 486-465 BC
· Xerxes was also known as Xerxes the Great, succeeding his father. He ruled the Achaemenid Empire, which was founded by his grandfather, Cyrus the Great. He was chosen as the successor despite not being the eldest son, due to him being the first of his children with his with Atossa. He was involved in the Battle of Salamis and made many building projects, that later, when taking the throne, his son Artaxerxes completed and put them in his own name.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Mark 2011] 


Hippias son of Peisistratus – tyrant of Athens 528-510 BC
· The tyrant of Athens kept the polis healthy and prosperous throughout his reign, but in 510 BC the Spartans entered Attica and made the people surrender and evacuate on the acropolis. Hippias hid at Sardis and in 490 BC he advised Athens to meet the Spartans at Marathon where they won.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Britannica 1998] 


First Peloponnesian War – 460 BC
· The first Peloponnesian War lasted from 460 to 446 BC between Athens and Corinth with Sparta intervening frequently. Afterwards there was the Thirty Year’s Peace, but this didn’t last, leading to the Second Peloponnesian War in 431 BC.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Cartwright 2013] 


Helot Revolt of Ithome – c. 460 BC
· Scholars have looked at when Ithome fell, however there are many problems in determining exactly when.[footnoteRef:27] The Helots were warriors of Sparta, coming from Helos when Sparta conquered it. Even though they were taken by the Spartans, they were given equal rights, however the current ruler at the time, Agis I, took away these rights causing the revolt. The people were not successful and were then treated as and labelled at slaves.[footnoteRef:28] [27:  Reece 1962: 111]  [28:  Ancient Origins 2015] 


Foundation of Thurii – 443 BC
· Ehrenberg comments that the ‘foundation of Thurii was undoubtedly one of the most remarkable events of Athenian policy’ during Pericles’ rule.[footnoteRef:29] The people of Sybaris were forced to find new land after it was destroyed by Croton in 448 BC, with the Athenians’ help. This city was named Thurii after the nearby spring in 443 BC.[footnoteRef:30] [29:  Ehrenberg 1948: 149]  [30:  Britannica 2013] 



Egyptian Expedition by Athens – 460 BC
· The Athenians’ expedition to Egypt took place in 560, in order to help the rebels against the Persians, who were ruling at the time. However, in 454 BC, the expedition failed and some of the Delian League members attempted a revolt.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Ancient History Encyclopedia ] 


Ephialtes the Athenian – assassinated 461 BC
· Ephialtes is known for his reforms in 461 BC, by convincing the assembly to ‘pass measures limiting the power of the Aeropagus’ and set up a judicial court ‘manned by male citizens over thirty years old chosen by lot for each case’.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Martin 2000] 


Pericles the Athenian – 495-429 BC
· Pericles was an orator and general of Athens, having such an effect on the period that it was called the ‘Age of Pericles’. He led the Delian League, which helped form the Athenian Empire and ‘guided his countrymen during the first two years of the Peloponnesian Wars’.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Mark 2009] 


Revolution of the 400 – 411 BC
· The Revolution of the 400 was an Athenian coup that happened during the Peloponnesian War, claiming that a ‘small group of elite leaders could manage Athenian policy better that the democratic assembly’. This was made a reality in 411 BC when the assembly turned into ‘a group of four hundred men’.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Martin 2000] 

Sicilian Expedition – 415-413 BC
· The Sicilian Expedition was an Athenian attempt to conquer Sicily during the Peloponnesian War. After the Peace of Nicias in 421 BC, Athens wanted to conquer Sicily, with many people wanting more than just Sicily; Hyperbolus wanted to attack Carthage as well.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Lendering 2005] 


Conquest of Decelea – 413 BC
· Decelea was a town occupied by the Spartans between 413 and 404 BC during the Decelean War. The Spartans achieved a great strategic gain from this, as they had access to one of the main roads in Attica.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Lendering 2005] 


Archelaus of Macedon – died 399 BC
· Archelaus took the throne after his father died by murdering his uncle, as Archelaus was the son of a slave to a king, making him illegitimate for the throne. He reigned from 413 to 399 BC. He strengthened the Macedonian economy through trade, and making sure he had a peaceful relationships with other powers.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Britannica 1998] 


Battle of Amphipolis – 424 BC
· The Battle of Amphipolis took place during the Archidamian War (431-421 BC). Thuycidides himself was the commander in charde of defending Amphipolis, however, after failing to do so, he was exiled.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Livius 2006] 


Melian Expedition – 416 BC
· The Melian Expedition took place in 416 BC, when Athens decided to suppress the island of Melos, sending 60 ships and 2,000 hoplites.[footnoteRef:39] [39:  Seaman 1997 https://www.jstor.org/stable/4436483] 


Corinthian War – 395-387 BC
· Ismenias was anti-Spartan, and was worried about what the state would do in the future to harm his power, so he aimed to take out Sparta first through war. The Corinthian War ended with the treaty called the King’s Peace.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  Perlman 1964] 


King’s Peace – 386 BC
· The King’s Peace achieved in returning ‘the Greeks of Anatolia to the dependent status’ – how it was before the Persian Wars. It was introduced by Artaxerxes II of Persia.[footnoteRef:41] [41:  Martin 2000] 

 
Satrap’s Revolt – 362 BC
· The Satrap’s Revolt occurred during 362 and 361 BC, against Artaxerxes II, the current king at the time. The Persian leaders were not affected by this very much, and continued to gain control of their lands very quickly.[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Facella 2012] 



Social War – 357 BC
· The Social War was also known as the War of the Allies, was between Athens and their allies. The war ended in 355 BC, and weakened Athens considerably compared to the other Greek states.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  Dreher 2012] 


Death of Lysander of Sparta – 395 BC
· The Spartan general originally came from a poor background, but gained trust from King Archidamus II through his relationship with the king’s son, Agesilaus.[footnoteRef:44]  [44:  Hornblower and Spawforth 2004: 433] 


Battle of Leuktra – 371 BC
· The Battle of Leuktra was between Thebes and Sparta, with the Spartans taking a loss.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Cartwright 2013 https://www.ancient.eu/Battle_of_Leuctra/] 


League of Corinth – 337 BC
· The League of Corinth was an alliance between Greek states, created by Philip II of Macedon, and continued until Alexander the Great’s death (323 BC).[footnoteRef:46] The treaty stated that there was to be peace between the states involved, the army of the league was under Philip II’s control, if the government was under risk of being overthrown representatives were to meet at Corinth, as well as other terms.[footnoteRef:47] [46:  Wallace 2012]  [47:  Lendering 2000] 
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