Avoiding Plagiarism

It is important that we all understand what is meant by plagiarism and what it covers. 
It can include stealing (whether deliberately or by mistake) the words, sentences, paragraphs, ideas, thoughts, results and conclusions of other students, researchers, academics or writers. It can also include the unauthorized use of computer code, webpages, graphs, pictures and illustrations, and unacknowledged assistance from other people in your work, such as lab technicians, experts in the field or fellow students. 
Plagiarism is unethical, wrong and goes against everything we are here to do. We are here to learn, to find out more and to develop our intellect and scholarly ability. We can only do this if we work hard and develop our academic skills to the best of our ability. 
Here are some tips to avoid plagiarism:
· Read Pears and Shields (2022) as it is really useful (see ‘further reading’, below). 
· Familiarise yourself with the relevant citation/reference system. Use the correct referencing procedure as soon as your course begins so that you can develop good habits from the start. For example, for books, you need: author’s surname and initials, date of publication, title of the book in italics, edition, place of publication, publisher, page numbers of specific information or quotations. 
· For journals, you need: author’s surname and initials, year of publication, in brackets, title of the article in quotation marks, title of the journal in italics, date, volume, number and/or issue of the journal, page numbers of the article within the journal. 
· For online sources, you need: author’s surname and initials (if known), date of publication or last revision, title of document, title of complete work (if relevant), URL/web address, date of access. 
· Don’t copy chunks of text from books or journals. Read the relevant sections, think about what you have read and make a few brief notes written in your own words, acknowledging all sources as you go. This will help you to understand what you are reading and ensure that you don’t use the sentences of other people in your written work. 
· If you come across a useful quotation, write it down exactly, word for word. Check that you have copied it correctly if you intend to use it in an essay. In your notes, write ‘quotation’ in the margin, or use quotation marks so that you are clear that it is a quotation. 
· Take note of all the required bibliographical details so that you can put this in your assignment. This will help you to avoid plagiarizing the work of other people. 
· Write a brief summary of another person’s ideas, rather than paraphrasing particular sections (remember to take note of the source). This will help to make sure that you don’t accidentally include a paraphrase without acknowledging the source. 
· Think about plagiarism in relation to social media or tweeting. 
· Be careful when undertaking group work. Make sure that everyone understands what is meant by plagiarism and that they don’t make mistakes that could reflect badly on the whole group. 
· Direct other group members to this resource or discuss plagiarism with your group members before you start your work. 
· Don’t ever be tempted to use essay mills or buy or copy an essay from someone else. This could lead to expulsion and will lead to failure. We are all here to learn and you can’t learn properly if other people are doing your work for you
· Make full use of text matching systems, e.g.,Turnitin.

Further information: 

PlagiarismAdvice.org (www.plagiarismadvice.org) was set up as the Plagiarism Advisory Service in the UK in 2002 by the Joint Information Systems Committee (now called Jisc). The original aim of the service was ‘to address growing concerns about plagiarism and the authenticity of student work’. A wide range of resources, including teaching resources, student leaflets and information about plagiarism detection software, is available on this site [accessed 1 October 2015].
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