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AIM(S)

· To interrogate the focus on individual identities in The Canterbury Tales as an innovation triggered by the specific and radical configurations of social, historical, and cultural forces of the calamitous 14th century. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· Demonstrate a sound knowledge of a range of texts from The Canterbury Tales highlighting Chaucer’s narrative concern with unstable class and gender identities. 
· Show a secure knowledge and critical understanding of political and socio-cultural contexts that triggered Chaucer’s exploration of key medieval forms. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 

· In this module we will explore aspects of Chaucer’s practice and its relation to the broader context of his times. 
· We will examine Chaucer’s attention to the scripting of the individual as a response to rapid changes in the relative status and relations of the sexes and classes which forced him towards formal innovation in his last work. 
· The module will focus on the interwoven relation between teller and tales within the wider frame of the pilgrimage. 
· We will discuss the various interpretations of the disparate group of individuals who move towards grace at Canterbury – or perhaps towards a new form of society. 
· We will read broadly among the tales to explore Chaucer’s use of generic plot conventions, literary forms (such as the debates poem, the dream vision, the fabliau and the romance), and the construction of caricatures and received stereotypes (especially to do with the church, the evolving middle classes and women as in anticlerical satire and clerical antifeminist literature)

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY 

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24%

	Independent learning
	152
	76%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200 
	100% 





ASSESSMENT 

Assessment Component 1

☐	Written exam 			☒ 	Coursework 			☐ 	Practical

	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2,500 words
	50%



Assessment Component 2 

☐	Written exam 			☒ 	Coursework 			☐ 	Practical

	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2,500 words
	50%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100% 
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