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9. Embracing the Hoyy

and to do so in extremis—his ¢ h:
ent .. Rather than obsequiouSn::sbJ}c]cts do not dje fond
to be prac.tiscd among his Pc;plec ?:Sks for 5 gc"uin:'
 them what this means. He does not dc;d again, he i thz
RE%° . of a love that is prepared to oy dowanc.i mete loyaly,
~ the king but also for fellow subjects. Signe r(‘)flts life anq ey
| a5 WE know them are absent; the ey Sft_atu.s, dignity
_ L s debasement before his friends and enemjco this king js
His kingship 1s not abo?t exerting authority bust?:
the uth. His ‘SOVEre1gnty’ must also be understoog ifm hi
s » king who e§ch§ws the exercise of power a " L s con-
wer may be denvatlve? but Jesus’ power is also limiet (;low i,
8 i power to do one thing alone: 10 lay down hig lifee(iOHe "
ot speak on his own authority (12.49) and he does wh 18).
ands (14.31). Even stranger, that ‘other’ is his father I; :han_
jing an earthly king does not have, it is a father—‘The. Kin ere
g live the King’. These points will be further explored du ngnls
N - g diSCUSSi(.)n on' the arre_st, trials and crucifixion, but suﬁici
re that Jesus’ identity as a victim cannot preclude his identity as
rmer must be used to reinterpret the latter.
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The Arrest of Jesus (18.1-12)

point of Jesus’ arrest his oppression and subjection to physical
idently intensify as he becomes a political prisoner. Although
- to move about the country has been restricted for some time
), he now loses his liberty entirely. The ‘elusive Christ"'” has
en ensnared and is at the mercy of hostile Jewish and Roman
s The occasion of his arrest has the potential to be far more
at it actually turns out to be. Jesus is ‘seized and bound’ (v. 12),
nly real casualty is Malchus, the high priest’s slave, who has his
ated in a burst of enthusiasm by Peter.

mination of the contents of the text reveals an operation of
{ and drama that the scene is almost farcical. Jesus has gone
sciples across the Kidron valley to a familiar meeting place in
We can assume that the sum total of his party consists of
n—Jesus and the remaining eleven disciples. In the garden

confronted by the betrayer’s party, consisting of a Roman

libbe sees him (‘Elusive Christ’, pp. 19-38).
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) numbering siX hund.l‘Cd u:med s°1diersl| .
. officers from th<.: chief priests and Phari arrying
ptics do not paint such an officia) and iecs, ang
¢ Jesus’ ilPPl'ehcnd‘frs'13 They .taf.lk i crowd!s Whicp}?ung
f Jes et of religious authorities, but does Oty \ hag
,mong it 3 con e ld be argued that the reason for mObilizin g Voly,
the Romans: It o man was to counteract any trouble there . 2eab|,
army to arrest Onrters of Jesus, although it can hardly b, s tY hay,
been from suppoeople is something that Jesus can rely on i, t the
port of the _I: s of ‘Hosanna’ as he enters Jerusalem (121 21 Johy,
' fctr;)e Pharisees that the world has gone afte, hi anq

) . id T (12,19)
are fickle in nature, as 1s evidenced by 7.3

0 )
that they g
we kn:}::nnjnc JCSUS in no way co.mmands the popular suppo It of }3
"Srhe i) ic counterpart, whose arrest is delayed for fear of the People n_Ots
yno i

\ arallels).
mgr g\'lteﬁgfcts t;:?tie inclusion of the Roman cohort in the Darratiye |,
is to eemphasize the immense fc.)rce ranged against Jesus in the J°hannine
account. On a practical level, it could be that, due to the f; ure of ghe
authorities to capture Jesus in the past, nc?tabl)'r at the. Feast of Taber.
nacles (7.25-52), they are not prepare.d to risk his escaping thej; clutches
again and so they take the precautionary measure of marshaﬂing all
available men. Symbolically, what Jesus is faced with here i the hatreg

) pav
ohort (T e lp r of
. 12, pumbe

torches, If The Syno
. himsell:
'ud.ls
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11. So claims Lindars, (Gospel of John, p. 539). BAGD concurs: ‘the tenth part of
a legion, normally 600 men’ (p. 761). Sloyan disagrees, hOWf-‘V_et,'exclainﬁng “Surely
not the literal six hundred men ....but a small fraction’ John, p. 201); and Fuller sees
the size of the cohort as being ‘grossly exaggerated’ ‘(f?aSSiggq,: eath and Resur-
rection’, p. 55). The text allows us to assume that it is tl:eﬁ*l!r é&l"x‘o' Bt become:

les incredible if the authorities had in mind the possibility of st following
the arrest. Emst Haenchen goes further, suggesting them an—Jewish com-
pany would have amounted to around 800, armed and with lanterns to prevent any

of Jesus’ party escaping in the darkness ( John, 11,
12." A note unique to John and possibly 2 ref
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d osition of the entire world." He is confronteg with the m

oPPn;m Jrmy (representing the Gentile world), ang (), T g
RO and Pharisees (representing his community), 3 of o
p‘r,ler hostile intentions. Bearing this in ming t};: . Wh-om
Oent o 184 that J_Csus ‘knew all that was to b‘cfall ;;:}gclm's
lsurprising. There 1309 _need for supernatural knowledge hc:zc—m's
ﬁ e been patentlY ob\-nous to all present what was about to bcﬁll;

16 The time for cscapeids ADY ended, as practical preparations fi
};our £ death aFe se‘t in 'mf)tlon with the arrest. Faced with t}?i:
T el ded situation, it is _]es.us who takes the initiative, as the
" fhis ow party, by approaching and addressing the masses with
b i ‘whom do you seek?’. (v. 4). They too have a leader: a
? otative of the world that rejects Jesus, but it is obviously not
hom Jesus addresses, or who makes the reply ‘Jesus of Nazareth’
udas who identifies Jesus to the rest of his entourage;

Nor is it ]
ther, Jesus identifies himself. The role of the betrayer is minimized

athering 2 sufficiently impressive band and leading it to the garden.
- is no need for words or a kiss between the two men.

¢ reason for the dramatic response of the assemblage to Jesus’ ad-
ion £y0 €l (Tam he’) has been the source of much speculation.

¢ hold that falling to the ground is the typical response to 2 theo-
y, which is what has occurred here,'” whether or not the use of the
:-d.1® An alternative suggestion if use of the divine
ot so much floored by the
19 Others believe that it is

Romans was due to John’s intention

Barrett claims that the inclusion of the
Gospel According to St

ow that ‘the whole k000G was ranged against Jesus’ (
p. 516).
Some scholars hold that there is supematural knowledge on Jesus’ part
ett, Gospel According to St John, p. 519; Haenchen, John, 11, p. 165; and Sabbe,
Arrest of Jesus’, p. 217). The reader already knows that Jesus has a strong
#ness of his impending death.
Brown, Gospel According to _john,
: (.:"’P" According to St John, p. 520. All refer to other exa
B .. or cxample, Dani 10.9; Ack 9., 22.7,26.14.
| g 0 Haenchen, ‘the revelatory formula of the divin® man’ (John, Il p- 163
e b,i;‘:"m the rtualstc melodrama with which the high P o Ao
emy in the Synoptics: ‘by tearing his garments (MK 14.63 and parallel)-

11, p. 818; Lindars, Gospel of John, p- 541,
mples of biblical
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-t'20 of the ‘divine majecp,2
' tnnid‘-lfmg LRl O[i]t ti mf'JCSf}' ‘o ¢
Rl ible, suggestion
qmply ¢~ g if implausi gg 1§ that of " p°'!o,,

Jterestin e p
1I aptors respond in this Way primarily becay, : ® Wh,

At the Cé y .
uses £ they have finally succeeded in “NSnaring the; Y ane
d that amazement 1ot SO much becayse Jesus ; ,V'Ctir,,.

sstounded ¢
. oA Wi,
ast apprehended the elusive Chpigy 2 Wing &

of Jesus: An

‘They fall back n ¥
because thf)’ '}:;ves?x hundred professional soldiers are setgy :"Ony »
rllls them all with two yvords. Also Ironic is the f, * 5t 0ne
when Jesus exhibits any kn'ld of power My it
he very moment at which he Joges his h_bs

f anticipation is created by the writer 5, i ety
y a hostile multitude, but sudde s 1d of,

y dre a

e and e
)

man, wh :
is the one point
saries, and 1t s ¢
rremendous sense O
6: Jesus is surrounded b £ If we did
incapacitated. What will hfzp e e - not. alread
ending we might wonder if he was going .to - his cha
just as he did in 7.30, 8.59 and 10.39..Th18 t1rpe, hOWever, i G
stands there and impatiently rcpeats. his question and its ek P!y
second statement is cleverly phrased in a way that w] enable p, d; s
ples to escape detention, even if he cannot: ‘I told you that [ 4, he.SCL
if you seck me, let these men go’ (v. 8). Thus the desertion of hjs ’f "
lowers is legitimized in John on theological grounds, -
Missing from the Johannine account of Jesus’ arres is
that the authorities had no need to apprehend him under the Cover of
darkness as they could have approached him in the temple at gy ¢ 0
(Mt. 26.55 and parallels). This would have beep patently inapproy n'me
in John, since they frequently had attempted to arrest him at othey tg)m:te
but without success. Nor does he lament the fact that they have ¢y 3
after him with swords and clubs, like a robber (Mk 14.48 -

his ACcusatjyy,

eter during

Pressure him jneo beha the fOOtwashjng scene for attempting 0

VINg in a manner Peter found more comfortable
20. Sloyap,

28 d
e, 10 St John, p. 385,
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), 50 }.1c doc§ l:lOt trust Peter’s motiyes h :
Js an ignominious master unpalatable, H: re either,
jren®: i “:111(; ;‘:}::‘:hfzoman forces Singlc-ha,ndccc:;ll;'n(:’IEI:‘:I’?OUSI,y have
Sehe . dlvefjes-uS 2 hero, dying in a blage of g "
rendeco8 ™7 0 i ashion, shamefully shackled apg oo 2"
¢ MOSt dIShOI.louFa 2 eattl, Jesus” attitude is clear fro o estibed o
ves for re_]e.:ctmg Pe,ter s actions: ‘Shall I not dri r]iltl'lc reason that
er has given me?" (v. 11). There is no msponszl &‘hc cup which
ly now ﬂe.es with the other diSCiples_ For themom Pe’tcr, who
d and all 1s,lost. However, for Jesus there was , Jesus’ fate has
e to the Father’s cup. He behaves with dignity anzver an alter-
- uing this scene, rather than with potency,? as finally th nd resignation
W ized and bound. Y the KOOpOG closes

nd he is €12

Once again

he
rhe Fath

, Jewish ‘Trial’ and Peter’s Denial (18.13-27)%*

tl.lc denial of Jesus by Peter are interwoven, with
1aviour of the two individuals being used l;
1ate the themes of bearing witne dg Ad
Synoptic account of the jewiss . s ol
: sh trial, John’s por-
perfunctory in nature. This is even more evident
ompared to the subsequent interrogation before
Gospel, which is highly elaborate. The events of
advance the plot in any significant manner, serving
ize Jesus’ innocence in the face of the accusations of
n for this cursory treatment of the Jewish trial in
by this time, there is little more to be added about
is rejected by the Jews and the fate that awaits him
reader has known why they wish to kill him since

cene ending with Jesus exhibiting ‘Socratic composure...in

p. 181). There is, however, a difference between being in
i the former, rather

> in control of one's environment. 1t 15

7_' appears in inverted commas because, unlike the Synoptic

that John’s account does not relate a proper trial before
Gospel According to John, 11,

of a Jewish trial before the
can be viewed as on trial

roughout his public ministry Jesus
ve of the Fourth Gospel’,

 (“Trials, Plots and the Narrati



