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[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay will argue the constraint that Brexit has further developed over the National Health Service (NHS) and social policy within the United Kingdom (UK), Wales and the European Union (EU); eliciting the impact and progression of the current political landscape and climate. (Cameron, 2013) whilst analysing the main political parties, Conservative and Labour manifestoes (Conservative and Unionist Manifesto, 2017 and Labour Manifesto, 2017). Critically, since the inception of the NHS (National Health Service, 1946) it continues to be a source for a political battleground whilst, globally, there has been a shift in centre left politics with the ascension of Trump as President of America and France elected a centre left-  party leader, Emmanuel Macron. President Mugabe has been forced to resign and make way for his sacked deputy and terrorism increased with major attacks in capital cities.

In consideration of the current and political landscape through a Marxist lens it has become apparent that within the UK and British culture there exists levels of conflict and a growing class structure which seems to be bureaucratic in nature and normalised in a ‘multi layered’ public society (Lipsky, 2010 and Marx, 1992). Consequently, policies from Government have given some autonomy to street level bureaucrats that seem to be making life changing decisions affecting the lower paid and claimants of Universal Credit. Lipsky (2010). Indeed, Welfare has been a topic of debate since its inception (Beveridge, 1942) and is continually used as a battleground between both Labour and Conservatives, the two main parties, an analysis of both manifestoes points out the main concept of the initial idea of the NHS… “free at the point of use”, (Labour Manifesto, 2017, Conservative and Unionist Party Manifesto, pg.66, 2017) both agreeing on that consensus, but carefully considered in approach. The Conservatives see the approach as materialistic, investing in strategies and placing the burden on the NHS itself … “holding it accountable for exceptional care” (Conservative and Unionist party manifesto, pg. 66, 2017), holding the pay cap for NHS workers and continuing with their plans for a seven-day NHS, less incentive for workers to work in the NHS and critically, and in stark contrast, it seems that the structure of the Conservative party’s policies and the NHS is concurrent with Marx’s “Conflict Theory” where the Conservative party is the bourgeoisie  and the NHS the proletariat an unequal class consciousness (Holmes et al.2007).
In contrast, Labours approach has seen a shift in the way it approaches its politics by calling for re- nationalisation of the NHS when in fact it was Tony Blair that instilled the private trusts to run our health care system on the ground for middle management implantation. Seemingly it has similar connotation to “old Labour” where all public services were in the hands of the public purse. Labour’s stance in protecting the NHS includes £6 billion a year in funding, halting the Conservatives campaign to cut 22billion by 2020 and repealing the NHS and Social Care Act 2012, taxing the higher paid to fund it, giving back the NHS to the people… “for the many, not the few”. (Corbyn, 2017). Corbyn’s ideology seems to be looking at the old values and norms that people in society seem to respect and advocate as being a right in society and has re- affirmed the Labour party as Left- wing, not as Blair, who was considered more right to middle than left-wing. Indeed, Corbyn’s popularity, especially with younger voters has instilled a passion for politics with increasing numbers of young people voting in the June election 2017. (Fishwick, 2017).

Social care in England has seen much coverage on the news about the continued squeeze on budgets and the Governments failing to review this further, indeed there was some criticism from Simon Steven the Head of NHS England regarding the derisory recognition of what the NHS needs, the last Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osbourne was publicly praised for listening to the NHS with his commitment to funding (Osborne, 2015), Despite only being two years later, Simon Stevens’ dramatic shift in opinion and discourse towards the Government caused a stir when he requested the “cash boost” promised at the EU referendum (Stevens 2017 and Agerholm  2017) and reiterating that he would want to see pledges honoured. Furthermore, Theresa Mays Government has not been considered popular, especially after the vote of the election in 2017, having reduced her majority and forming with the DUP who agreed to prop up the minority Government to push through its policies. This has proved turbulent when Theresa May was reported to be confident in her approach to the talks scheduled in Brussels (May,2017) with the EU regarding Brexit, and the next stage to discuss the deal the Government might have regarding trade talks. The DUP leader, Arlene Foster halted the deal and immediately rescheduled talks in London as the wording was redesigned. (Arlene Foster Text changed pleased at the deal) Following the talks a deal with the EU was finally made for phase one of the Brexit negotiations when Theresa May and Barnier both reported sufficient progress with terms met with no hard borders between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland, guaranteed rights for EU citizens in the UK and the divorce bill figure of £35-39 billion net. (Merrick, 2017). Wales’ leader Carwyn Jones welcomed the breakthrough, whilst, he also pointed out that Wales could continue to trade with the EU although there was some uncertainty about what it would it entail. (BBC, 2017).
Wales, since its devolvement has seen increased powers for its own affairs and according to Alun Cairns an additional increase in devolved powers when the UK exits the EU, although the Government still has the overall authority when laws from Europe are entrenched under the Repeal Bill. Furthermore, the Welsh Assembly Government and the UK Government introduced the Well-Being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 taking on further devolvement in Social policy and the introduction of shared partnerships with 44 other organisations, all working to the same seven goals. A Future Generation Minister oversees the overall attainment yearly and strategies are implemented to prevent any non-attainment of these goals. Therefore, the Welsh Assembly Government has produced a draft budget for implementation in 2018/2019 to be considered, although there has been some concern that the overall budget allocated to the NHS is not sufficient for the future, only its current needs and has been challenged by the Health, Social Care and Sports Committee and reiterated by the Finance Committee that noted there has not been any significant improvements in financial planning. Additionally, with increasing pressures from health and social care in the future “… require urgent attention and a whole-system approach to health and social care” and recognises that extra funding for the NHS will affect local government cuts therefore affecting the services for health and social care on the front line. (National Assembly Wales 2017).

Globally, a shift in controversial politics has escalated with people supporting a more diverse candidate, a candidate that speaks the same language as the proletariat, in contrast, Trump has fought a critical campaign with similar campaigning and connotations to the leave campaign in the UK, all supporters hanging on every word with similar ideologies, jobs, immigration and making their country great again. (Watt, 2016) Trump’s constant tweeting on social media has been controversial especially when he recently re- tweeted a ‘Britain First’ anti Muslim inflammatory video, which sensed condemnation from Theresa May as the … “wrong thing to do”, therefore is Trumps state visit at risk and additionally is the “special relationship” at risk? Ultimately when Britain exits the EU in March 2019 Britain will need the support of the United States as allies for future trade. (Smith, and Freedland, 2017) Furthermore, Trumps record of racist behaviour over the past 11 months of his office has been shown to be racist and misogynistic in his views. Recently Donald Trump recognised Jerusalem as the capital city of Israel causing a condemnation that has “caused a wave of disapproval”. Political leaders around the world have also condemned this action as irresponsible risking the peace process, ultimately provoking Asians and Muslims in an escalation of tensions. French President Emmanuel Macron stated that the decision was, “regrettable” and “avoid violence at all costs”, furthermore Theresa May stated that it was “unhelpful in terms of prospects for peace in the region”. (BBC, 2017).

The result of the Brexit vote highlighted the continued discourse the public felt about the European Union and its myths as outlined by McCormick, (pg.20.2016) who in effect stated that the European Union had become “… run by elites, too powerful, lacked transparency, increased regulatory burden and was inefficient”, however, most democracies are run under this bureaucratic system and accepted as the “norm”. Paloma Faith who indicated in an interview about the after-math of the decision and other people’s reactions on social media had influenced her song “Guilty” about the regret of coming out stating… “I don’t think I would have voted had I known what the outcome would be”. (Faith and Hunt 2017).
In an analogy, what consideration of the fallout might be when Britain finally exits in March 2019, will people who have voted to come out of Europe realise what they voted for and who have spent most of the time, living in a cave or as members of the EU in this instance, with puppeteer’s reflections’ the case for coming out of Europe (Get Britain Out Campaign, 2016) and have not been able to see the true light, is it evident that they were not qualified to make a colossal decision such as Brexit. (Warmington and Rouse, pg. 316. 1999) (the Cave PLATO). 
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