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	                Student No./Name: Erin Smith/ 1803017	
                            Module: Pedagogy of Place; Sustainable Outdoor Education	
                                     Module Code: SHSS5081


	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	Finally being able to find somewhere to do my actual conservation placement.

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	Reaching the 16 hours target.

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	Learning new things that I never thought I would learn.

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Evaluate how conservation volunteering within a chosen organisation might contribute towards sustainability.
	2
4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	 Reflect on the link between conservation, sustainability and wider outdoor education principles.
	3
4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	Organise and undertake voluntary work in conservation with evidence from log book/ diary, photographs and relevant paperwork.
	
1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	30%

	Range and quality of sources of information. Referencing accuracy.
	All 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	10%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read and follows the School Reference Guide and Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 




Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet and paste it into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your essay should have page numbers) 
· All tables and figures are internally referenced and have a title
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Essay is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct reference list using SHOE Reference Guide
· Direct quotations - state page numbers in the text citation
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my essay out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines will cost you marks!






Conservation Placement

Introduction:
Conservation is the act of preserving, guarding, or protecting the keeping of a thing, whereas sustainability is the ability to sustain something, meaning to continue within something for a long period of time (WikiDiff, 2018).

Conservation volunteering is a great way to improve sustainability, if your aim is to make an allotment full of fruit and vegetables you have to keep on top of this allotment, you can’t just plant a few seeds once and let that grow, you have to pull out or pick the grown fruit and vegetables in order to allow more to grow. 

This plant, nourish, grow and pick cycle takes time and commitment, so having volunteers help with this will be beneficial, firstly, for the environment (Ideal Home, 2017), because you are growing natural resources that people would want to eat, its also good for people to know where their food is coming from and secondly, it would be a great opportunity for people to come together and help around the allotment and learn about the allotment system, which can encourage people to start growing their own food in an environmentally friendly way (Ideal Home, 2017). 

Beach cleans are another great example as to why volunteering is so important for sustainability because people are getting rid of litter in the ocean and on the sand that can be of harm to us and especially to wildlife. (Livingcoasts.org.uk, 2015). Conservation volunteering is more beneficial then not and it’s so important to promote this so more people can help save the environment. Natural and agricultural lands are vital for our water quality and supply, our wildlife, and our tourism. These lands support us; they provide for and clean our water, provide flood control, storm protection, food, recreation, clean air, etc.  Land conservation isn’t an amenity value; it is vital for our future. (Wildlandsconservation.org, 2013)

As part of my volunteering placement I decided to look down by the river around where I spent most of my childhood playing. I remember there being a lot of rubbish even then, a lot of people would tend to flytip. Due to businesses not getting back to me I thought this was a great place to clean. While I was down the river I saw a lot of rubbish and thought this would be a great thing to do for the community, so I decided to do that as part of my conservation assignment while I was waiting to hear back from outdoor providers.

I spent 2 and a half hours walking down the river, picking up any litter or debris as I went, I could have spent longer but I ran out of black bags and later realised that it was a bigger project then I thought for only one person. Throughout my experience I was shocked with the amount of rubbish I found; however, it was satisfying to know that I was getting rid of this rubbish and as a result to this I filled 5 black bags. 

I feel as though this experience was very educational and a real eye opener to how badly conserved my hometown is, more people need to become aware of how bad our river and its banks are and maybe bring together a team of volunteers to help, because it will only get worse, some of the rubbish I found had been there for many years, just by seeing the discolouration of the object. This is where sustainability is important, if people can keep on top of making and keeping the river clean. As I was cleaning the river I was proud to say that as people were walking past they were saying how much of a good job I was doing, one woman also said that next time she takes her dog out for a walk she will bring a black bag with her and pick up any rubbish that she sees. Just by doing this, I feel I had raised awareness and my small input had made an impact on the community we live in.

I contacted local conservation organisations during November and December, including the National Trust, however I was only able to find a placement 2 days before this assignment was due in. I was able to take part in a conservation placement at Siblyback Lake, Siblyback Lake is a nature reserve which is surrounded by a man-made deep lake, this was a great opportunity and I learnt a lot, it was great to see how environmentally friendly the area around the lake was. 

As I was walking around, I could see bat and bird boxes and could hear birds on the water and surrounding trees and see living insects. 

At Siblyback I volunteered in making a footpath out of willow in the dog area onsite, I think it’s a great way to add something new to the area instead of just seeing trees, grass, and water. The thing about willow is if you cut off a twig from a tree and plant it into the ground it will still be able to sprout, it is also very flexible so you can make an arch or weave it in and out of trees. The great thing about making a willow walk is that it encourages the business to carry on planting trees so you can add to the pathway that has been already made, it encourages more groups of people to come and add to the willow footpath, it teaches people how to cut trees correctly and how to look after them. 

While I was volunteering at Siblyback the workers taught me a lot on how its important to cut correctly so I’m not damaging other trees, they also taught me how the use the tools safely and correctly, some of the tools I had never used before so it was great to learn something new, the staff were always helping me when I needed it and taught me as we went along, it was great to look back on what we had achieved and how well it came together. I’m sure the staff at Siblyback will carry on with this project by bringing in other groups to sustain the area and make it look beautiful. But mainly making sure they sustain and conserve that area.

Word count: 1049
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Appendix
River clean logbook
Date: 03/01/20
Weather: sunshine and cloud, light breeze, relatively warm.
[bookmark: _Hlk29480179]One thing I learnt: its not until you really stop and look for a minute how much rubbish there is.

Willow pathway logbook
Date: 08/01/20
Weather: cloudy, light showers, calm breeze a little bit cold.
One thing I learnt: how to cut a tree correctly.
[image: Image result for cutting a small tree correclty]






[bookmark: _GoBack](Tree Felling-Simple Notch and Back-Cut Technique, 2011)
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