Task 3: Hints & Tips for Analysing a Source
(Identifying one strength, one weakness, and explaining each)

 Tip 1: Read the extract with purpose
Before you start writing, skim the extract once to get the overall message, then read it again more slowly to spot details. Look for features such as:
· Evidence or data
· Clear explanations
· Author expertise
· Balanced arguments
· Missing information
· Bias or assumptions
Tip 2: Choose a strength that genuinely adds value
A strength should be something that improves the quality, reliability, or usefulness of the extract. Examples of strong features include:
· Use of recent data
· Clear, logical structure
· Credible author or organisation
· Evidence‑based claims
 Tip 3: Choose a weakness that limits the source
A weakness should be something that reduces reliability, accuracy, or usefulness. Common weaknesses include:
· Lack of evidence
· Outdated information
· Bias or promotional tone
· Very general statements
· Missing key perspectives

Tip 4: Explain the impact of each point
This is where students earn higher marks. Don’t just identify the strength or weakness — explain:
· Why it is a strength/weakness
· How it affects reliability or usefulness
· What it means for someone using the source
Tip 5: Keep your explanations short but analytical
You only need:
· One strength
· One weakness
· One short explanation for each
Aim for 3–4 sentences total. Focus on clarity, not length.
 

