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Provide an analysis of the ideological content of one of the essential texts
According to Nathanson (1991: 21) “The Wizard begins on a farm in Kansas, Dorothy and her dog, Toto, are running down a dirt road toward the farm where they live with Auntie Em and Uncle Henry. Toto has bitten Miss Gulch, and she has threated to take revenge.”  
 From the very beginning of The Wizard of Oz (Victor Fleming 1939) when you see Dorothy Gale played by Judy Garland running down the country track back from the town to the family farm. You sense from the landscape around her, the barbed wire fence and even the telegraph poles that this character is trapped, and in a situation, she longs to be free from. What's she looking for is a way to escape, that she wants to run away from the situation she found herself put in by her dog Toto after biting Miss Gulch. The fields and the countryside are very bare and empty which again could suggest that Dorothy feels the same way. That something is missing, but for now, she’s not sure what. For now, she can’t see a way out and must conform to her surroundings and the way she has been brought up. That this may be it, this is what life is meant to be and certainly for the likes of her. And the little glimmer of hope and unconditional love she does have with her dog Toto might be taken away from her.  
When we arrive at the farm again, you see that fencing surrounds it and the yard is very bare, with nothing growing not even leaves on the trees or weeds. It’s empty and sad looking, with just a triangle and a swing made from an old tyre hanging from the tree, and it looks like there’s not much going on. Again, you could say that if Dorothy didn’t have Toto, her life would be very much the same empty and much sadder. And I think she releases this and that’s why she's so frightened of losing her best or even her only friend.

 Then we meet Auntie Em played by Clara Blandick and Uncle Henry played by Charley Grapewin, you still get that sense of entrapment not only of Dorothy but her uncle as well. Because you can see from Auntie Em’s demeanour that she’s in charge, firstly she’s the one that Dorothy goes to explain her situation and hopes that she’s the person able to sort things out, and she’s also the one in charge of counting the unhatched eggs. At this point, the adults in the Dorothy life don’t seem to have time for her, and the only one she can once again turn to is Toto. Counting the eggs are more important because these are a way of earning some money. And maybe Dorothy’s Aunt at this point, sees her as a bit of a burden on them, after all, they did take her in.  
Already from what we’ve seen so far, you can see that Uncle Henry is very submissive not only to Aunty Em, but I think towards Dorothy as well. That Uncle Henry doesn’t want to upset her and wants to keep on her good side even though she’s only a child. He sees her has been able to do no wrong and wanted to protect her.
 It’s also interesting to note that the character of Auntie Em is always in the foreground.That she’s the one that the camera seems to linger on, again suggesting her importance in the film's prologue, because even though she’s a strong character in the lives for the people around her, she’s still quite low socially.
According to Nathanson (1991: 21) “And when the three farm hands- Zeke, Hunk and Hickory-offer Dorothy advice and support, Auntie Em scolds them for their laziness.”
 So, when we meet the farm hands even they come over has quite weak-willed and submissive towards Aunty Em because again she’s the one giving the orders. So already you can see even before we get to Oz, that women come over has being the dominant influence over Dorothy. That men so far aren’t the dominant influence in Dorothy’s life, especially with the farm hands who come over has being a bit comical and not to be taken too seriously. Because once again they do what they're told.

According to Rushdie (2006: 23) “Back in Kansas Auntie Em is delivering the scolding that is the prelude to one the cinema’s immortal moments. You always get yourself into a fret about nothing…find yourself a place where you won’t get into any trouble! Some place where there isn’t any trouble. Do you suppose there is such a place, Toto? There must be.”    
Again, the person that Dorothy looks to for help is still pushing her away because Auntie Em still has more important things to concern herself about things, as she sees it childish. She simply doesn’t want to listen, whereas the farm hands take an interest even if it’s only briefly and the advice isn’t that helpful. At least they listen and try to help in their own way.
Dorothy is looking for and hoping for a way out of the situation she has been placed in by Toto; she knows that Miss Gulch played by Margaret Hamilton because she’s a powerful woman will eventually catch up with them both and have her way. 
So, Dorothy hopes to escape to a place with Toto far, far away to “Somewhere Over the Rainbow” where Miss Gulch can’t get at them and maybe people will listen and take her seriously, even though she’s only a child. Because now even as she sings, she comes over has being trapped and lonely. Even though she hopes for a better future away from the farm, she still is torn between wanting to get away and staying with her Auntie and Uncle who she knows love her despite them being taken up with adult matters. The only one at this point that listens to her is Toto.
When Miss Gulch played by Margaret Hamilton turns up to take Toto, even she comes over has being a powerful woman and seems to have some control over the local sheriff and even threatens a lawsuit if   Auntie Em doesn’t hand over the dog. Again, even though Auntie Em tries her best she fails Dorothy who feels betrayed by her. 
Both Auntie Em and Miss Gulch dominate this scene and at times so does Dorothy while Uncle Henry is pushed to the background and comes over has being quite submissive and to frighten to speak up. I think that so far women are being portrayed as the more dominant and influential in Dorothy life.
The men up to this point of the film come over has being comical and weak and don’t have any real influence or significance in Dorothy’s life. I suppose the only father figure she has is her Uncle who isn’t a good example. Maybe this is another reason she feels she wants to get away, to go in search of a mythical father figure someone who’s going to be more reliable and steadfast, and who could quite possibly recuse her from this mere existence here in Kansas.
After deciding to run away, she comes across what she thinks is magician or mind reader Professor Marvel played by Frank Morgan who incidentally plays four other roles in the film one being The Wizard Oz. Dorothy sees the Professor as a way out a means of escape, again this character even though he persuades Dorothy to return to the farm, he turns to be not what he seems, a bit of a conman a chancer.  Again, a man that’s quite comical and possibly prays on the weakness of others, so again not a reliable character. Maybe echoing the character of the Wizard of Oz. So even though Dorothy wants to get away, she still doesn’t want hurt Auntie Em and runs back to the farm to be with the only family she has. But is it too late.
At this point, Dorothy feels quite conflicted she wants to escape and run away with Toto, but once she thinks that Auntie Em is upset and missing her she wants to get back and reassure her Auntie that’s she’s safe. This is when the storm starts to blow which adds to the urgency Dorothy feels in wanting to get back to the farm. But by the time Dorothy and Toto get back to the farm, the tornado is almost upon them. And her family and farm hands have gone into the shelter. Dorothy seeks shelter in one of the only places she feels safe her bedroom. She gets knocked out and goes into this psychedelic dream-like state where she sees her Auntie, Uncle, and farm hands floating pass her bedroom window. 
Again, she seems to be reaching out to them and longs to be with them and to feel safe. But they pass by, and she’s alone. 
Then we get a glimpse of Miss Gulch, the person that Dorothy called when she tried to take Toto away a wicked witch, who transforms into the wicked witch of the west. And everything stops.
 When Dorothy arrives in Oz everything changes, she suddenly becomes a hero if not intentionally because of the farmhouse falling on and killing the wicked witch of the east. She’s about to start her journey of discovery, and is about to discover that she can be quite a strong and determined person. She also meets Glinda played by Billie Burke. Again, a strong and positive character. Also, we meet the wicked witch of the west played by Margaret Hamilton again a strong character. All the women that Dorothy meet at the start of her journey come across as being strong and powerful. Maybe they are trying to teach her something about herself. That she’s already the person she hopes to be, it just needs to be brought out of her, and by having to go on this quest to get home will help her do that. Because she’s not only a hero for killing the witch of the east, she also becomes a leader that her new companions of the Scarecrow played by Ray Bolger, the Tin Man played by Jack Haley and the Cowardly Lion played by Bert Lahr look to in times of trouble. And she’s the one that eventually leads them to the emerald city. She already has what the others desire a brain, a heart, and courage.
One of the recurring themes I have noticed is that Dorothy always seems to be let down by men, even though Uncle Henry try’s his best. Even the Wizard is a let-down he turns out to be something his not, no real power just a lot of smoke and mirrors.  A very weak-willed and insecure person. And without the help and leadership of Dorothy has no way of defeating the wicked witch of the west.


So, I think the only person with the real power to change things for the better for the scarecrow, tinman and the lion and herself is Dorothy. Because she is the one that leads them and encourages them to keep moving on and not give up on themselves and without realising like herself they’ve always had the characteristics they so desperately longed for. 
They just needed to go on this quest for them to realise this. And maybe deep-down Dorothy also knew this about herself as well, that she had the power within herself to change her own destiny. That she just had to be able, through this wonderful world of Oz, to tell herself this.       
Even though, The Wizard of Oz was released back in 1939 in then what was considered a male-dominated film industry. All the characters played by women come over as being in control, strong and in control of their destiny. And even though at the beginning of the film we see Dorothy as a child trying to escape from the trouble that Toto has placed her in with Miss Gulch, I think even Dorothy oversees her own destiny because she is the one that decides to run off and take a chance at any cost. She may be willing to change things at any cost. Even, if it does mean she loses everything. 
So, I see The Wizard of Oz as not only yes, a film about on the face of it of good winning over evil. But a film also about the empowerment of women. Because as I’ve already said all the powerful and strong characters are women. And as it turns out Dorothy Gale is also a force to be reckoned with as well. 
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