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Myths and Mythology: Judeo-Christian Creation Mythology – Genesis 2:15 – 3:7
Feminist and Queer Theologies in Regard to Interpretations of the Creation Narrative of the Bible
There is a misconception in Christian narratives that the Bible is unique, that it stands alone in its period of history, and even though this is not the case, it does have an impact on the development of the modern world as we experience it (Schiffman & Pattengale, 2017). The Holy Bible has its roots in Mesopotamia and the Ancient Near East, including Babylon, borrowing themes from Enuma Elish (Ruether, 1993) as well as the Ugaritic Baal Cycle. For example, the importance of water imagery and serpent-like figures in these creation myths which are also seen in the book of Genesis (Leeming, 2005). Similarities can also be seen across other world mythologies, such as the concept of a supreme creator being, both in polytheistic and monotheistic mythologies, such as the “primal Mother who is the origin of both the cosmos and the gods” in Babylonian mythology (Ruether, 1993), and Allah in the Islamic faith. The concept of Chaos versus control is also key, as this is also commonly seen throughout other mythologies in the creation of the world – for example in Ancient Greek myth, “time, heaven, earth, the skies and the waters were all co-mingled and there was neither reason nor order in the mingling” (Matyszak, 2010). This idea of a watery chaos is seen in Genesis One of the Old Testament: “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters” (Bible, p. Gen1:2). it is important to note that the Bible is not a single text by one author, but it is compiled and written by many different people throughout time and thus it does bear some resemblances to other mythologies. 
Moving forward in time, the rise of science and fall of belief during the Enlightenment period has further shaped how this creation myth has helped and hindered in the development of the world as we know it, for example attitudes toward women or the theory of evolution. Multiple translations and the limits of language have led to the loss of meaning of some words and sections in English which leads to misconstrued meanings in translated interpretations which may have led to the development of patriarchal/ homophobic beliefs and cultures due to the widespread worship of the scripture in multiple languages across the world. Alongside this, scribal additions which have been added to texts to influence understandings and developments of the society we know, it is possible to twist interpretations to create oppressions for example, the oppression of women, homosexuality and gender diversity.
[bookmark: _Hlk121667628]Genesis 2 outlines the creation of mankind, creating man first, later known as Adam, and woman second, made of the man’s side (or ribs, as dictated by a translation limitation) as his partner and help. She is set to be subordinate to Adam, but it is not until after her disobedience of God that Eve is told as punishment for eating the fruit that she must do her husband’s bidding: “thy desire shall be to your husband and he shall rule over thee” (Bible, p. Gen3:16). Despite this, it is clear that she is intended in this interpretation to be lesser than him from the beginning as her creation is insinuated to be for his benefit. 
The use of the serpent in many Ancient Near East creation mythologies is interesting in the development of our understanding of the role of women, as the feminine serpent is seen as a symbol for life and fertility. For example, the goddess Asherah – the Canaanite mother goddess, associated with the Tree of Life and thus often worshipped in groves (Leeming, 2005). She is also commonly associated with water (considering the watery chaos images from Genesis 1 and the Enuma Elish) and is sometimes referred to as the ‘lady of the sea’, depicted with serpents around her. It is suggested that snakes were connected to fertility and life due to their ability to rejuvenate through shedding their skin (Leeming, 2005). 
Biblical feminism is a movement which highlights the use of Genesis (and other Biblical texts) in order to reinforce the patriarchy and gender hierarchy, with this being different to other mythologies where women are seen as sacred and close to God. For example, the feminine Gaia, or Mother Earth (Ruether, 1993). – Eve as a mother figure (Leeming, 2005) and women’s roles, such as continued pressure for women of certain denominations such as the Evangelical faith and the Church of the Latter Day Saints which place limitations on female freedoms. For example, the ability to work, requirements in marriage and childbearing, the roles of women in life and relationships (alongside assumed heteronormativity). It is suggested that these ideas come from scriptural interpretations such as Genesis 3:16: “thy desire shall be to your husband and he shall rule over thee” (Bible, n.d.). Understanding women as subordinate to men is still an idea we are fighting in the current age as the biblical feminism movement aims to depatriarchalize the bible through reform of biblical thought and interpretation (Ruether, 1983). However, some post-Christian feminist theologians such as Mary Daly argue that this is an impossible task as the patriarchy is so deeply embedded into the Bible and its teachings within the church, and therefore Christianity as a whole must be abandoned in favour of women’s rights movements (Ahluwalia, 2018). The Bible is not the only text responsible for internationally spread androcentrism and patriarchal culture, but its influence and reputation have impacted the development of our society as a whole since its conception.
Looking at biblical oppression of women, it strikes me that women are not the only group harmed by certain interpretations of this text. It can be interpreted to match the status quo and fit the values of society at the time of interpretation in any given geographical region and limits of language found by translation. For example, many Christian groups reject the LGBTQ+ community because of their interpretations of the Book of Genesis among other biblical texts (Cottrell & Cottrell, n.d.). As a result, many theologians in recent decades have devoted their lives to understanding queer history in relation to the Bible and how interpretations of the text have led to the punishment and rejection of LGBTQ+ people throughout documented history, for example through sodomy laws (Slater & Cornwall, n.d.). Because some Christians, particularly the Christian Far Right, see these issues as sinful and against the will of God, and faith leaders impact on society in the western world through both law and leisure, the punishment of such individuals was justified through the church and religion (Cottrell & Cottrell, n.d.). The concept of sin is valuable here because the Book of Genesis mentions disobedience but not sin (Bible, n.d.), it is clear that man’s disobedience comes with punishment, but it is not referred to as sin in the text. This is an important note in understanding our modern views on homosexuality and gender diversity, because in Genesis 2, the Bible states that God created the two sexes, man and woman, and that woman was intended to be the partner of man. This has led to the views of some Christian groups who argue that homosexuality is wrong and gender diversity is false, for example the Westboro Baptist Church (Phelps-Roper, 2017). This has led to the development of practices such as Conversion Therapy which is a pseudoscientific treatment or psychotherapy which attempts (and fails) to change a person’s sexual orientation or to suppress a person’s gender identity (Stonewall, n.d.). 
The use of genesis for oppression of homosexuality and gender diversity is a long running Christian argument that the creation of two distinct genders, understanding that they should be in a partnership and that gender is assigned by God. This causes repression of transgender and gender non-conforming people and creates conflict between the groups. However, it is clear in the study of history of culture that in some parts of the world that gender is significantly more fluid than the bible suggests, for example, in many tribal cultures, gender is not binary, and there can be “two spirit” beings, who possesses both female and male spirits. These people usually have some kind of spiritual role within their indigenous societies (Filice, 2015). This is a very old idea, however Christianity and colonisation meant that the identity was buried and is recently being rediscovered, hence the contemporary term (Filice, 2015). The idea of third genders, or lack of gender is becoming more widely accepted in society in recent years. Christian Queer Theory is a growing discipline within the faith as some LGBTQ+ people find reconciling their identities with a religion which appears to reject their existence as sinful (or invalidating their existence at all) (Slater & Cornwall, n.d.). And there are many sources of support out there for such people, such as the non-profit organisation Freed Hearts, set up by Susan Cottrell and her husband Robert after their child came out – as Susan says, she “chose her child”, because love is important to the Christian world view, as proved by Jesus’ teachings, and now she is helping other parents of LGBTQ+ children to do the same (Cottrell & Cottrell, n.d.) (Cottrell, 2019). Therefore, interpretations are changing on small scales among some groups but creating a consensus change in the whole faith is nearly impossible due to the shire size of the religion and its hold over the world.
In conclusion, interpretation changes across time, the fluidity of our interpretation seems to be slow, its not static as such as movements such as Christian Queer Theory and Biblical Feminism show, but the changes are not occurring often and quickly enough to align with our mainstream societal values in the modern era. Therefore, focusing on interpretation and understanding, scripture has helped humanity create oppressions which create and continue benefit the powerful in its societies, leading to the patriarchy and maltreatment of LGBTQ+ people across the world. The power of such a book is rather impressive, as it shapes worlds and minds throughout time.
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