
[image: The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) | 4theRegion]


Name of Student:  Mirabela Mutcu
Student Number: 2108200
Module code:  BMSW 4001

Evaluation of blended learning and classroom learning on student attainment


Table of Contents
Introduction	2
Introduction to blended and traditional learning	2
Pros and Cons of blended learning in the university education	3
1.1	Benefits of Blended Learning	3
1.2	Drawbacks of blended learning	4
2. Pros and Cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors	5
2.1	Benefits of In-class Learning	5
2.2	Drawbacks of blended learning	5
Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present	6
Conclusion	7
References	8





























[bookmark: _Toc88900642][bookmark: _Toc88901436]Introduction

This report has the focus on discussing three key things that have been studied within the Academic and Employability Skills module in order to demonstrate the knowledge and understanding of what has been studies as well as demonstrating the ability to research different subjects that are given. Having this in mind, this task, as mentioned will respond to three subtasks and therefore, the first task will discuss about the benefits and drawbacks of blended learning in higher education lessons, secondly there will be discussion about the benefits and drawbacks of the traditional in-class teaching in the higher education sector, and thirdly, which also the last, will develop an evaluation of both the blended and traditional learning comparing the past and present times. 

For each piece of information that is going to be used there will be a lot of valid resources such as books and articles accessed to make sure that the information that is conveyed to the audience is true and sense-making. Apart from this the validity of information will prevent the potential failure of giving trues statements especially of a such special subject as the one of this research. 
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Before going further in the main body, it is firstly important to discuss the meaning of both blended learning and classroom learning so the audience is familiar with the meaning before reading about the benefits and drawbacks. Starting with the be given through web-based learning stages or in an actual homeroom. Starting with the blended learning which is also known as “mixed” learning is a blend of actual instructive materials with web-based learning. It's not quite as straightforward as web-based learning as, as a rule, the student and instructor should interface in a manner like the way they would in a class of study. Going further to the traditional learning or schooling happens in a class of studying setting. There is a mentor who directs and controls the progression of data and information that a student gain. Then, at that point, the coach anticipates that the higher education student will extend their insight through composed activities at home (Abrams, 2014).
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As mentioned in the introduction, the blended learning includes a combination of both, online learning and in-class physical learning. In a mixed learning setting, understudies ought to have the option to take an internet-based course with online classes and different materials gave, with some lecturers drove meetings which can either be given through web-based learning stages or in an actual study hall.
Having the meaning of blended learning in mind, the benefits and drawbacks are as it follows: 
1.1 [bookmark: _Toc88900645][bookmark: _Toc88901439]Benefits of Blended Learning

Flexibility: Mixed learning furnishes understudies with a worked-on degree of adaptability. Understudies can get to material from anyplace whenever, which implies that they don't pass up schooling assuming they can't be nearby. This is particularly significant for understudies who might have physical or topographical difficulties and has shown to be extremely valuable during the worldwide pandemic, which made face to face adapting either unthinkable or exceptionally irregular.

Improved student retention: There is a level of opportunity and confidence in understudies to control their own learning, joined with the adaptability of general setting, can further develop understudy maintenance by and large. With understudies urged to remain on in training, this method of learning can assist with setting them up for their functioning life, as they have more command over when and how they master, dealing with their own time and responsibility to suit their lives. These are important adaptable abilities for what is about to come for the students.

Increased student engagement: There are different studies that demonstrated that the blended learning builds commitment by giving various freedoms to understudy commitment utilizing advanced commitment apparatuses, like those accessible through the web on various platforms. By giving advanced freedoms to commitment, instructors might see greater commitment online from those understudies who aren't as open to partaking before their colleagues face to face. With regards to keeping understudies drew in, assortment in conveyance and support obviously material is critical. Through computerized learning and commitment devices, instructors can make a better time and drawing in learning climate rather than essentially perusing message off a slide over video programming.
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Blended learning makes teachers overwork: a lot of extra work for lecturers associated with all phases of mixed learning. They need to expand their viewpoints, pick the most appropriate prospectus, and apply altogether additional time and work to track down the right harmony among on the web and eye to eye learning. Tragically, not every one of them will do as such with pleasure, but just for the need (Brookfield, 2015).

Credibility of sources and plagiarism- an issue: When working for your studies online there are a lot of resources that need to be accessed for the accumulation of different information that relate to what is being studied. Having this in mind, students might challenge the overcome of plagiarism and this can add an extra level of stress that they do have to handle.

Connection and limitation of resources: Not everyone has the possibility to acquisition a computer or other technology-related device from where to access their lectures and therefore, this could be a massive barrier that act as threats in the development of knowledge for the student (Hunt, 2016).  
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2.1 [bookmark: _Toc88900648][bookmark: _Toc88901442]Benefits of In-class Learning

Students learn how to work under pressure: In traditional classrooms, students learn more easily to work under the pressure of time. Besides, during their professional careers, they will need to complete tasks in a certain amount of time. Assigning in-class activities that need to be finished in a couple of hours, for example, prepares students for the professional world.

Development of interpersonal skills: In a customary learning class it is simpler for educators to assess understudies' qualities and shortcomings and give direction. Likewise, organizations presently need incredible relational abilities to enlist somebody. Customary actual study halls better develop the fundamental relational abilities.

Students gain more confidence with public speaking: Like the remainder of relational abilities, certainty and capacity to talk in the general population are possibly developed when understudies are needed to associate with a live crowd. Understudies figure out how to convey themselves in an expert way. This is the kind of thing that will be required for a more drawn-out period, not just in the instruction area.

2.2 [bookmark: _Toc88900649][bookmark: _Toc88901443]Drawbacks of blended learning

There are additional costs: Customary schooling requires expenses like driving to a personnel or school, convenience and gear for class. There are many individuals that should head out from their home to the school they learn into and in this way, assuming they are coming from a setting with restricted monetary assets, it could be hard to pay for voyaging costs every day (Charity, 2021).

There is no flexibility in the hours of study: Since understudies should truly go to homerooms, there is less time in seeking after different undertakings. Consequently, they should coordinate their day-by-day errands dependent on class participation. Since in advanced education understudies need occupations too, the work turns out to be much harder in light of the fact that they should ensure that they can do both effectively as though they don't deal with their time accurately, there are opportunities for both the work at college and the work environment to be taken care of business as a result of the hurry.
There is a narrow variety of interactions: In conventional study halls, social communications are restricted to neighbourhood individuals. Their insight base is restricted on the grounds that not at all like web-based schooling, they don't approach individuals from different nations to procure a worldwide point of view.

Not sustainable for introverted students: In a conventional homeroom setting, understudies feel more tension when they should orally respond to explicit inquiries or surmise an end. Then again, a web-based homeroom permits understudies to feel more good and express more openly their decisive reasoning (Papadopoulou, 2020).
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Starting with the traditional learning, training strategy, otherwise called traditional instruction, is still broadly utilized in schools. As it was done in the good 'ol days of educating was about recitation, for instance understudies would sit peacefully, while one understudy after another would take it in goes to present the illustration, until everyone had been called upon. The educator would pay attention to every understudy's recitation, and they were relied upon to study and remember the tasks. Toward the finish of the module a composed test or oral assessment would be led; this interaction was called an Assignment Study Recitation Test. 

How customary techniques were instructed guaranteed that understudies were compensated for their endeavours, utilized class periods effectively and practiced clear standards to deal with understudies' conduct. They depended on set up customs that had been utilized effectively in schools over numerous years. The educators conveyed the information and upheld principles of conduct. 

In any case, it did advance and presently, the instruction changes imply that taking in is educated from something else altogether. Moderate instructive practices center more around the singular understudy's necessities rather than accepting all understudies are at a similar degree of comprehension. The cutting edge method of instructing is greater movement based, utilizing addressing, clarifying, show and coordinated effort strategies (Davidson, and Singh 2016).

One current strategy is dispersed learning, this is when understudies are urged to rapidly switch through exercises, for instance, giving 10 minutes of information regarding a matter with a PowerPoint show and afterward having 15 minutes of game. The point of divided learning is to accomplish better grades, and it works.

In the nowadays, the blended learning is the most common method of teaching and especially since the COVID-19 has made its appearance a lot of things in education have been changed, involving the technology features even more than before (Lalani, 2020). 
Apart from this, there are even educational institutes such as The Open University, the given to students the opportunity to study online only from a broad location that do not allow them to travel to different universities. 

Speaking about the personal opinion on both the blended and in-class learning, I have to mention that I do prefer the online learning especially because it gives me more freedom to ask questions when not understanding key things without feeling embarrassed facing the other colleagues that may have understood what I did not. 

[bookmark: _Toc88901445]Conclusion
Overall, the blended learning tends to take over the educational world now and teachers may find it difficult, especially the ones that have a great amount of experience with the traditional in-class teaching. However, as it has been discussed throughout the report, students tend to find the online learning a better option as they do have their own time to make their research without being in constant competition with other colleagues in class and so on.
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