This book is trying to give people an understanding of the way in which witchcraft was understood during the Renaissance period. It covers lots of information about the laws during this time, what punishments were justified, and for what. The book explains that during the first half of this period of time there was not really any legal system. As such, people could be prosecuted without their prior knowledge of their misgivings, and it was often left to religious leaders and town folk to carry out what they thought were appropriate punishments. Also how to tell if someone was involved in actions they classed as witchcraft.
The book is intended to be read by a variety of readers from historians to keen literature fanatics and anyone with an interest in witchcraft. It is easy to read dialogue, which is a bonus for many that do not have an understanding of the use of language from those times.
The book has been organised in chronological order. which helps to give the reader a good understanding on how things changed during this period. As laws were passed things were written down more frequently, and witchcraft involved more than just herbalist or medicine women. As religions changed, the Pagans found themselves being persecuted for keeping the old knowledge, however the one exception appears to be midwifery as men just did not have the knowledge (this was very much a woman’s) , and therefore “few authorities were not hard-hearted enough to punish people severely for giving aid and comfort that could not be obtained elsewhere”(Rosen 1991:22).
The book has a very interesting glossary of words from times gone by, and it is extremely interesting to see how the use of language has changed. For example, in the index of places, Faversham was formally known as Feversham (Rosen 1991: 405). 
The book deals very well with superstitions and familiars and it is easy to understand how people were persecuted so easily, as anyone could have been accused as being a witch. 
It is easy to understand from the book why so many people were accused of witchcraft as people relied on the premise that “God would not allow the innocent to be wrongly accused” (Rosen 1991:13).
“Signs of possession are of several kinds, physical convulsions like those of epilepsy and the exercise of unusual strength” (Rosen 1991: 227).
[bookmark: _GoBack]A lot of mental health issues and medical conditions, especially in children were attributed to demonic possession, but only half way though the book is this mentioned. If certain groups in society were different in appearance or behaviour they were seen with more suspicion. 
In conclusion, the last paragraph in the book suggests that everyone should be aware of their actions because one never knows what future judgements others might make (Rosen 1991: 384).
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