The me too movement in China



I chose this particular article because the social issue addressed is typically only thought of as a western movement/problem which has had little to no media exposure and attention in other regions of the world. This article focuses on the me too movement and its presence in Chinese society, originally the me too campaign gained popularity in 2017 due to multiple sexual assault allegations in Hollywood which later expanded to almost all areas of American society. In the west the me too movement gained large numbers of supporters which cannot be said for much of Chinese society. The article also can provide depth into how the Chinese government and society works and reacts to events such as this.

Zhou Xiaoxuan, a screenwriter from Wuhan is the leading figure in the Chinese me too movement. She provided many Chinese women with a platform to speak out after she came out with her own experience of sexual assault while studying in Beijing in 2014. The Chinese court rejected her claims on the basis of a lack of evidence and the defendant Zhu Jun denied her allegations. She has received a lot of backlash from political hardliners in China accusing her of using a western movement to divide Chinese society. Most western media outlets struggled to report on this case due to tight censorship. Despite this the me too movement has seen improved awareness in China in recent years (V. Ni, The Guardian, 2022). However it is relatively unknown how well this issue has been reported on in Chinese mainstream media as most articles fail to report on this.

Chinese society has a very long history of sexism which has impacted their society today resulting in it being male dominated. Despite being a communist country equal access to education didn’t fully materialise until 1995 (ChinaPower, 2018) although female education in China has improved in recent years. China has also had many issues with the balance of its population due to its long history of female infanticide due to the belief in society that women provide a family with less than a man, as a result there is now a disproportionate ratio of men to women in China, currently at 104.88 men per 100 women (statista, 2021). Western ideas have had very little exposure in China due to their political and cultural differences that peaked under Mao Zedong who was an extremely influential figure in Chinese communism. 

These were some of the reasons for the current climate of sexism in China and why the me too campaign has received significant backlash. This is also why many women in China expected the responses and the outcomes of the trial that they received including Zhou Xiaoxuan who stated in an interview with western media “I’m disappointed but it’s also somewhat expected.” (The Guardian 2022). The Chinese court system is also very different from its western counterparts which often leads to international criticism that can be shown in this and other similar cases. The Chinese court system operates on multiple regional and National levels all without the presence of a jury (China Justice Observer, 2020) making it tightly controlled by the state. Critics claim that “China’s legal system still lacks meaningful independence” and describes “the party-state’s determination to institutionalise and rationalise its rule through law as “authoritarian legality”.” (Zhu, South China Morning Post, 2021). It is therefore clear that the Chinese government will provide legal protection to those it sees fit including Zhu Jun who works for the state.

Applying humanities to this would highlight the differences in culture and thus causing a debate as to which society is more ‘cultured’ and the divisions of east and west are highlighted. Due to the extensive cultural and ideological divide it is also highly likely that media outlets distribute misinformation about topics that involve division to make either side look more favourable in the eyes of the public. Many also believe that feminism itself is a divided movement because of this, author Mary B. Mahowald believed that “Different versions of feminism represent different ideologies in their own right, and these are sometimes at odds with one another. Consider for example, the opposition between libertarian liberal feminism and socialist or Marxist feminism.” (Groenhout and Bower, 2003, p. 42). This highlights the multiple levels of division a movement may have with regards to humanities involving culture and ideology and why the social inequality highlighted has various levels of meaning and importance around the world. Using Chinese studies to address this issue would therefore provide a greater understanding of the thought process of their society and how feminism operates or how it is allowed to operate and what may limit it rather than a more western focused humanities subject.
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