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Child protection and safeguarding means protecting children from abuse and ensuring that the abuse is stopped. According to The Children’s Society (2019), if a child is under the age of 18, abuse is recognised as a deliberate act of mistreatment that is likely to hurt a child. Abuse can be physical, sexual or emotional; neglecting a child is also seen as abuse and is seen as failing to provide basic needs of physical and mental well-being of a child (The Children’s Society, 2019). This essay will examine and critique the Children’s Act 1989 legislation, show the history behind the legislation, why it was put in place and why the Children’s Act 1989 is essential and also the criticisms of the legislation.  
Safeguarding children is an important role for schools. It can create a safe environment for children through strong safeguarding practices, it also ensures that all the staff and other adults that enter the school are DBS (The Disclosure and Barring Service) checked and are not a risk to any of the children in their care. Making sure staff are trained and up to date with the safeguarding policies is also important so they can practice the policies and ensure they are doing what is best for the children (NSPCC, 2019). The Department of Education (2019) explains that much work has been done and is still in progress to change laws and practice in child protection, to ensure that everything possible is done to protect children and keep them safe in school and outside of school. The Department of Education (2019) also explains that everyone within the education system plays an important part of keeping children safe; all schools will have measures in place to ensure pupils are safeguarded from abuse.
 Issues Online, (2013) suggests that the Prevention of Cruelty and Protection of Children Act 1889 was the first law to be brought into action and to inflict penalties of mistreatment of children. When the Prevention of Cruelty and Protection of Children’s Act 1889 was updated in 1904, it made a law that the NSPCC were able to remove children from their families if they were being abused or neglected. In 1948, the Children’s Act was updated again which accepted a children’s committee and children’s officer to take responsibility for looked after children in the local authority (Issues Online, 2013). Allen (2005) describes the Children’s Act 1989 as an Act that stood out from all other legislations brought into parliament; it was a law that protected children and their upbringing. It was put in place to ensure that everything was done to protect children whether they lived with their families, needed local authority services or needed protection from abuse. When the Children’s Act 1989 was introduced, it was a landmark development, but it did not necessarily mean it was a cure. 
Philips (2015) is a retired child protection social worker and has many years’ experience. He suggests that the Child Protection Act 1989 is deeply flawed. Philips (2015) believes that children should unquestionably be protected, but does not understand how abused children would be discovered and how decisions are made to ensure children are protected.  Philips (2015) also suggests that working under the Children’s Act 1989 has its flaws. If a social worker suggests that a child is being emotionally abused and states it to their manager, they will automatically take that child, even if there is no other evidence proving that the child is being emotionally abused; and so Philips (2015) believes that due to the Children’s Act 1989, children are being taken from their homes when there is no great enough evidence to prove they need to be taken. Philips (2015) also believes that since the death of ‘Baby P’ the Children’s Act 1989 has been used literally and social workers have made irrational decisions based on second-hand information and minimal information. Speight and Wynne (2000) believe that the Children’s Act is failing abused and neglected children. Speight and Wynne (2000) also relays how the press have had many concerns about the children in society today; and many paediatricians are in distress about the current state of child protection in this country and the situation with child protection is getting worse rather than getting better and blames the Children’s Act 1989 to be the reason. Speight and Wynne (2000) do acknowledge that are many positives that have come out of the Children’s Act 1989 such as an increased emphasis on the need to respect the child’s wishes and that if there is a likelihood of a child being abused then there are grounds for care proceedings. There is also the positive that all agencies work together to ensure all children are protected. The Department of Education (2012) released a speech that MP Michael Gov delivered about child protection advertising that even with legislation in place, there are too many local authorities failing to meet standards for safeguarding children. He believes that children are left for too long in homes where they are exposed to mistreatment and neglect. The Department of Education (2012) shows that Michael Gov also believes that local social services are not properly supported, and situations are not learnt from to improve the protection of children in the future. 
Estyn is responsible for the quality and standards in education and training in Wales. Estyn wants to ensure all staff in schools agree on appropriate strict safe procedures, ensure that all staff have thorough training and development and that they are aware of the safeguarding and child protection procedures if they have any concerns. The staff in schools need to act appropriately in response to allegations of incidents of abuse, whilst working actively with other authorities to prevent or reduce the risk of abuse happening. All school staff have a duty to report any concerns they have about the safety and well-being of a child (Estyn, 2016).
Community Care (2005) acknowledges that protection of children has always existed, and the Children’s Act 1989 was the first significant law. But many child abuse cases such as the death of Victoria Climbie, who was abused by her Aunt; even though she had been in contact with health services, police and social workers, resulted in the legislation being renewed into the Children Act 2004. A new system has been put in place to ensure all information is used precisely and routinely. A director of children services has been put in every area, so they are accountable for each child, and safeguarding boards are in place to ensure thorough training.
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