UNIVERSITY OF WALES, LAMPETER

MODULE DESCRIPTOR

	Department:    ENGLISH
	Module Code:   CSCW6010

	Module Title:  CREATIVE WRITING – TOWARDS PUBLICATION

	Level:  6
	Semester One

	No of Credits:   20
	

	Method of assessment:  
Course work (100%)

A portfolio (to the equivalent of 6000 words) to include:

3 workshop exercises



20%

2 extended pieces



60%

Reflections on practice and workbook
20%


	Teaching Method(s): The course is taught by means of two hour workshops

	Pre-requisite(s): Must have completed second year Creative Writing successfully

	Co-requisite(s):   Registration in single or joint honours English
	Incompatibles:  None

	Taught through the medium of Welsh
	NO

	Lecturer/Co-ordinator:  Dr. Dic Edwards

	Contact hours:  22 
	Lectures per week: 1 every other week

	Agreed Teaching Slot(s):    Wednesday mornings 9 – 11.00  LR.14

	Syllabus:  This course puts an emphasis on research.

The course is structured around the 2 hour workshop/seminar with a range of themes introduced through a pattern of workshop exercises and group discussion feedback. These themes include the promoting of creative fluency; experimentation with form and pattern: matching form to content; craft and technique. Other areas covered include storytelling and narrative – fictional and autobiographical; rewriting, editing, drafting and self-criticism; writing and gender; writing and class; the place of the polemic.

Publication pitfalls, opportunities ethics etc. are also looked at.              

Students are expected to keep a journal/writer’s notebook.

Other themes or approaches to creative writing will arise in the course of the workshops according to the students’ preoccupations and needs.

In this module, most of the writing will be done at home. The writing will then be looked at at the beginning of the following lesson. The bulk of the lesson will be concerned with watching a videoed programme concerning a particular writer or something with an historical perspective. The expectation will be that students sufficiently engaged by the issues brought up in class will further research the topic looked at and then write their pieces.

The work produced in the workshops forms the basis of the portfolio of work that has to be presented at the end of the course in place of a written examination

Attendance throughout the course is an imperative and is taken into consideration in the final assessment.

VERY IMPORTANT
Students should be aware that this module places a high priority on attendance, participation and assessed class-centred activity and that these factors are integral to the learning outcomes of the module. These outcomes cannot be reproduced outside of the module as it is taught. For this reason, in the event of their failing the module, Part Two Year One students will not be offered a re-sit but will be required to substitute another module during Part Two Year Two.

Students should also be aware that at the end of the first term there will be an interim review of their performance. In their own interests, any student identified as failing will be required to withdraw from the module at that point and register for a module in another subject, in place of Creative Writing, during the second term.


	Learning outcomes

By the end of the module the student will be expected to have a much clearer idea about the importance of research in writing. A preparedness to engage in research activity is a prerequisite for writing that one hopes ultimately to publish.

Because neither of the subjects of the assignments are dealt with in class, students will need to research these two areas on their own in order to be able to write their pieces. The assignments will be, of course, creative and the students will learn from the experience of writing their assignments, even more acutely, the link between research and publication.

In years one and two the students will have learned what constitutes creative writing. These elements are reinforced in this module and students will learn more specifically how they apply in a more practical way. In other words, they will learn at an advanced level how the techniques learnt in earlier years are modified by the writer’s writerly needs to meet the world outside the classroom – the world of publication. 
Through contact with other writers the students will learn the importance of wide reading and critical approaches to that reading, so important to the creative writer. They will also learn from studying the experiences of other writers just way an all embracing approach to the world of literature is necessary for the writer who wishes to be published.
Transferable and other skills involved

Ability to focus other written work and bring clarity to it: introductions and conclusions.

Sentence structuring; spelling; grammar; paragraphing and in general a greater fluency with language.

To make answers relevant to questions.

Use of quotations and bibliography and interpretive skills.

Increased critical awareness.

Analytical, descriptive and communication skills.



	Main recommended texts:

** Natalie Goldberg: Writing Down The Bones (Boston, Mass.: Shambhala, 1988

** Dorothea Brand:   Becoming a Writer

** JennyNewman, Edmund Cusick & Aileen La Tourette (Editors): 

                                   The Writer’s Workbook , (London, Arnold) 0 340 76001 X

**Stephen King        On Writing – A M emoir of the Craft (New English Library) 0-340-                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                               82046-2

William Skrunk Jr. & E.B. White

                                   The Elements of Style  (Longman Publishers)  0-205-30902-X

David Bohm               On Creativity   (Routledge)  0-415-17396-5

Steve Gooche:            Writing a Play

William Salamone, etc.: Inside Writing: A Writer’s Workbook (Belmont, California 

                                                                                  Wadsworth 1993)

The writers looked at in this module for the purpose of the research element are:

Jack London

John Keats

Dylan Thomas

Jack Kerouac

Sylvia Plath

TS Eliot

** Students should seriously consider buying these texts as they are very useful

     “manuals” that can be used during and after the course.

Students might like to note that I have collections of very useful magazines including Granta, Poetry Wales, Ambit and some New Welsh Review.


	Evaluation (including student evaluation):

The value of the course is monitored by reference to other courses of a similar nature and membership of NAWE.

Students evaluation is carried out by means of questionnaires handed out during second term



	Date when first introduced:

2003
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