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Professional Practice. Seminar Presentation 
Slide 1 – Introduction.
My Name is Nicholas Sutton, and I am a level 4 student at trinity St. David’s university.
Like acts on a stage, this presentation covers some of the historical milestones in the development of youth work from the 1830’s to the present day, with a special focus on the 1980’s.
The 1800’s can be remembered for its poverty and workhouses, later, for the British defeat in the two Boer wars. The first half of the 20th century was defined by two world wars, food rationing and an acute housing shortage. The 1960’s began with the Cuban missile crisis. The 1970’s had the oil crisis due to the Arab-Israeli war. The 1980s, the main Act, had its miners strikes and high unemployment, while the beginning of the 21st century had many changes under New labour.  
 If these decades are the acts on stage, then Society, Government and Young people are the actors. Youth Work will be examined within this theatre. 
		Society
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Government               Young People
Lewis (2020 p. 13).







Slide 2 - The Early 1800’s
The early 1800’s was a time of extreme poverty for the working classes, characterised by work-houses and child exploitation in the mines and in factories as Britain entered the industrial revolution.
The plight of these children was novelised by Charles Dickens in books such as ‘Oliver Twist’ and by the Poet Elizabeth Barrett Browning in her work ‘the cry of the children’. This led to a public outcry by the middle classes and ultimately led to the Factory Act of 1833 and the Mines act of 1842; restricting the minimum age of workers to 9 and 10 years respectively and limiting the hours children up to the age of 12 could work (Griffin 2014). 
Within this backdrop of poverty and depravation, the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) was launched in 1844, considered by many to be the beginning of Youth Work (Davies, 2008 p. 4). Meanwhile Dr. Barnardo set up the ragged school in 1867 providing free education, and in 1870 the first home for boys was established (Barnardo’s 2020).
Slide 3 - The late 1800’s to 1910.
The Education Act of 1880, with amendments was the next key moment. This put into place compulsory schooling for children up to 12 years old, ending child labour (Griffin 2014).
 Kehily (2013, p. 14) suggests that these laws and were the start of separating children from adulthood, forming the idea of the adolescence.
 This emerging group of young people were identified as needing leisure activities and leadership; this was developed by “Independent voluntary organisations” (Davies 2008, p. 14) with a variety of different interests. 
The first of these was the Christian based uniformed Boys Brigade founded in 1884 by Sir William Alexander Smith (Boys Brigade, p 1). Following the British defeat in the Boer Wars, Robert Baden-Powell started the Scout movement (Scouts, 2020), while the British army recruited large numbers of young men from the often-unhealthy working classes. 

Slide 4 - The 2nd World War.
During the 2nd world war there were no clear strategies for Youth Work leadership from the Youth volunteer organisations, and pressure was growing for Government to intervene. These organisations formed a loose coalition in 1936 to counter this threat (Davies, 2008, p. 15), but their fears were realised in 1939, when the Ministry of Education brought them under the umbrella of the ‘Youth Service’, to care for young people. (Clements, 2019, p 819). 
Later, in 1944, local councils were required by law to make available leisure amenities for young people. They did this in partnership with the Volunteer sector, formally creating the ‘Service of Youth’ though heavily influence by central Government. 
When the Government created a policy to keep under-18s in full or part time education, an age group traditionally the domain of the voluntary sector, tensions arose, leading to the Albermarle report (1960) (Davies, 2008, p. 15).
Slide 5 - The Albermarle Report (1960)  
[bookmark: _Hlk60155098]The 1950s brought many changes to society fed by Britain struggling to emerge as a multi-racial society (Bernard, 2008, p. 15). The population of young people had significantly increased while conscription into the army had ceased. The media were also mounting pressure against the Government on the perceived youth problem which included rioting in several cities. (Davies, 2011, p. 8).
Focused on England and Wales, the Albermarle report (1960), Identified several concerns with the youth service including missed opportunities to develop work with young women. The report had its detractors, but the outcomes were significant, including setting up a dedicated youth worker’s college and funding large projects. The Albermarle report (1960) is generally perceived as a watershed moment in Youth work, and still resonating today (Smith & Doyle 2002, p 1-22).
Slide 6 - The 1980’s
One legacy of the Albermarle report (1960) was the building of large youth clubs; by the 1980s’ their viability was at risk due to the significant reduction in members after the baby boom generation had passed through and compounded by the increase in alternative leisure activities, from home entertainment to commercial facilities. 
This change impacted youth Workers with low morale, volunteer recruitment issues and a reduction of services which could be provided. 
Thatcher introduced structural changes within the sector too, prioritising Social work, criminal justice, schools, and further education over youth work. Simultaneously youth workers were being transferred to issue focused programs, with targets linked to funding and set by external policy makers (Smith, 2012, p. 12).
Society was changing too. Unemployment had doubled, there was a shift from the manufacturing sector to services, negatively impacting local areas, changes to the social security benefits system adversely impacting the poor. This lack of income impeded the transition from a child to adulthood and fostered a reliance on family and the state.  
To counter this burgeoning unemployment crisis, further education was expanded with schemes like the Youth Opportunity Program (YOPS) introduced as a transition from education to employment. Further, youth work was increasingly being developed within schools.
 This introduction of other agencies focusing on young people further impacted the efficacy of the youth service as a standalone agency, and marginalisation ensued. Young people were increasingly part of agencies within legal frameworks, losing the ‘freewill’ element of youth work, with a reduction of fun activities and vicarious learning (Smith 1988 pgs. 1-34). 
The decline in youth centres continued well into the 1990’s’ so alternative means of reaching young people were explored, through developing detached youth work and youth cafes, while working more strategically with ‘at risk’ groups (Smith, 2003, p.12) 
Within this decade the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was ratified.
Slide 7 - The United Nations Convention on the Rights (1989)
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) came into being in 1989 and made UK law in 1992. It is a legally binding document and relates to children and young people under 18 years old. 
The purpose of the convention on the Rights of the Child is to keep the interests of the young person central to policy and action (RCPCH, 2020).
Slide 8 - The Children’s Act 1889 (section 20) till the present day.
Since the middle ages and the Poor Laws there has been an ongoing tension on who was responsible for homeless, neglected, or mistreated children, the parents/guardians,- or the state. The Children’s act 1989 (Section 20) sought to redress this issue by making the local council responsible for 16–17-year old’s housing and care needs. However, the homeless Young person often ended up being passed between the Housing department and Social services with neither department taking responsibility. 
The Southwark Judgement (2009) made it clear that the homeless young person was the Children’s services responsibility and included in the Children (Leaving Care) Act 2000, The young person was also to be given priority housing if they later become homeless up to the age of 20 (Shelter.Org, 2009).    
This judgment may have encouraged the Welsh Government in 2018 to make available £10 million, ringfenced for homeless young people.
The Pembrokeshire Youth service is currently supporting homeless young people in various projects as part of this funding. (Jones, 2019).
Slide 10 Conclusion
Within the theatre of 1800’s, the plight of working children was immortalised in literature, influencing the middle classes to petitioned Government for reform. This influence extended to new volunteer organisations being started. 
The Boer war influenced to start of the Scouting movement, while 2nd World War influenced the Government in partnering a national Youth Service.
The media, and society’s unease at the perceived problem youth, influenced the government to commission, and act on, the Albermarle report (1960), with an enduring legacy within the youth work sector.    
The main act of the 1980’s, was a period of social change and mass unemployment. The Youth service was in sharp decline, with other services and institutions encroach on traditional Youth Workers space.
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) came into being in 1989, while the Southwark Judgement (2009) pinned down the responsibility of homeless young people. This judgement is impacting the devolved governments today causing them to address youth Homelessness in more dynamic ways.
As in a story with re-emerging plots, policies made in one decade can have unknown consequences generations later.                                                                                                                                     
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