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Hello, my name is Natalie Lemon and I chose to write a blog about the Cwmcarn Forest Larch Clearance Project, which I have been involved in through my work as a Timber Sales Manager for Natural Resources Wales.

Cwmcarn is a village in the steep-sided, highly forested Ebbw Valley in South Wales.
In 2014, the forest became infected with Phytophthora ramorum, a rapidly-spreading disease that affects larch trees. An estimated 78% of Cwmcarn’s larch forest, covering some 400 acres, was affected.

NRW initiated the Cwmcarn Project to co-ordinate the vast tree clearance operation whilst mitigating the impacts of harvesting on this high recreation, high public interest site.
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Cwmcarn is a vital tourism resource in the local community. It is well-known for its Forest Drive, which allows people to take their cars around the forest and access countryside walks, heritage trails, picnic sites and spectacular viewpoints over the valley and from some parts you can see as far as the Severn Estuary and beyond. The drive has been closed since 2015 to allow forest operations to be completed safely.
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Cwmcarn is also famous for its mountain biking, with a range of challenging trails. We have tried to keep some of the trails open as we have worked around the Forest Drive. The mountain biking facilities attract visitors from all over the UK as well as from Cardiff and Newport cities and brings money into the area. With a fishing lake, glamping, camping and an excellent Visitor Centre, Cwmcarn offers a great many attractions.
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So the impact of Larch disease was always going to be huge on Cwmcarn. This photograph I took last week shows the scale of the problem – it’s a landscape scale change. The orange line shows the area covered by diseased larch trees in the immediate vicinity of the Visitor Centre. This is one of the very last areas to be felled by NRW.
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This shot shows the Harvesting Operation beyond the Visitor Centre. The harvesting machine can be seen in the top right, processing whole trees into product lengths. To the left there is a chainsaw operator manually felling the larch trees. Any broadleaved trees will be left, to help restore the bank to a vegetated state as soon as possible and reduce the visual impact on the landscape.
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The timber from these diseased trees is unaffected by the Phytophthora. The best logs this machine is producing are sold to a sawmill in Hereford, while other products are sold to sawmills and fencing mills in South Wales. The smallest trees and poorest quality timber are sold into the biofuel market, producing renewable, low-carbon energy.
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Operations over much of Cwmcarn Forest has been on steep slopes. Here, trees have to be winched up to a processing area. The machine on the right in this photograph is called a “skyline”.
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This image from the BBC is from drone footage of Cwmcarn Forest in 2014, prior to any significant harvesting operations.
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And this is Cwmcarn Forest in 2018. So you can see the sheer scale of harvesting works we have undertaken with our partners.

Since 2014, as the Sales Manager for NRW, I have sold over 80,000 tonnes of FSC-certified sustainable timber from the Cwmcarn Project. To date, 74,000 tonnes have been despatched.

Harvesting works are ongoing; the last areas adjacent to the Visitor Centre will be completed by Summer 2019, after which the Forest Drive should re-open.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The land is being re-planted with native trees to help promote biodiversity, disease resistance and resilience to climate change. It will also make the landscape more naturally aesthetic and provide higher conservation value in the long run.

