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In this assignment it will describe and explore Marxism theory which is known from the theorist Karl Marx which will be looked at in detail including the concepts associated with the main sociological theories of society which responds to the inclusion agenda. This assignment will include an understanding of the assumptions which underpin inequality and social divisions and will apply a range of sociological theories to society in the 21st century. 
Karl Marx developed a theory in the 19th century he was a German Philosopher he began exploring society as he believed there were two classes of people in society and these were split into proletariat which is the lower class of people and the bourgeoisie which believed to be the higher class of people in society (Study.com, 2018).Marx studied a range of different topics such as philosophy, economics and politics, Marx formulated these all together as a scientific study of society. Marxism perspective on society combines the basic beliefs of Karl Marx this involves Bourgeoisie and Proletariat, exploitation, false consciousness, ideological control and revolution (Study.com 2003-2018). Capitalism a definition of this is an economic system when investment in and ownership of the means of production , distribution and exchange of wealth is made , this can be maintained especially by private individuals or business , especially as contrasted to cooperatively or state owned means of wealth (Dictionary.com , 2018).Under Capitalism there are two classes the bourgeois and the proletariat, the relationship between these is exploitative as the amount of money which is given to the employer pays the worker is less than the total value of goods that the worker produces, Marx believed exploitation of workers in capitalist society as the bourgeois which is the higher class which making a profit by not giving the proletariat the lower class enough money for their work. Marx believed in authority of the economic base which was the control of the superstructure, which Marx considered those who have an economic power control in all other institutions.
 In the 19th century which was Marx’s day there was information to offer this was true as he came to the assumption that voting was controlled to men with property, there was press barons used their papers to increasing propaganda and only the wealthy minor high class could get into university.  Ideological authorised this is where the bourgeois used their control of business to keep the people innocent of their exploitation, this meant people was unaware of what they were doing. Marx believed this was done only through mass media and religion , ideological control can develop into a false consciousness as people were ‘not aware of their true class position’ and that there were exploiting them by their class , as ‘they are in a state of illusion’.  Capitalism causes alienation as under capitalism the workers become alienated from the process of production, as the people who works with and from the products they produce. Marx’s thoughts on capitalism and social change , ‘he believed the competition leads to increasing levels of exploitation’ , Marx’s argued that ‘the capitalism had within it the seeds of its own destruction and that it would eventually create the social conditions that would lead to its downfall’ , this meant in order to stay competitive , ‘capitalists would have to sell goods at lower prices , which meant reduced profits , this would encourage capitalist to seek to reduce wages and increase efficiency making the working conditions of the proletariat even worse’. 



Karl Marx was the first social scientists to look mainly on social class, his focus on social class was that ‘one’s social class dictated one’s social life’. Marx believed that ‘if one is in upper class, life was one of leisure’, while those in ‘lower class lived lives of hardship and poverty’. Marx thought that there was one social element that would complete where one fit in the social class hierarchy, ‘that of who controls the means of production ‘, meaning ‘who owned the resources necessary to produce what people needed to survive on. The upper class which was known to be the ‘wealthy’ would be the group in society that would own the land and the factories, the wealthy would then have the control of all aspects of society this would include the livelihoods of lower and working class. The lower class and working class in society would then work in the factories on an hourly rate. Marx tried to understand ‘how so many people could be in poverty in a world where there was an abundance of wealth’, Marx is answer to this was ‘capitalism’. (study.com.2018)
Marx theory of this meant the increasing numbers of exploited proletarians would finally lead to a violent revolution. Revolution and communism Marx argued that ‘the overthrow of the bourgeois, and that society would finally organise itself it communist lines this would mean no private property and every individual has equal wealth’. Marx was ‘uncertain at what the communist society would be like’ but argued that ‘each would give according to their ability and take according to their needs’ (Karl Marx, 1875) and that ‘there would be a lot more free time for all’. The idea of ‘social research’ , Marx spend the last decade of his life in a British library analysing ‘how capitalism worked’ and throughout time he detected this the ‘amount of exploitation of workers raised’ , Marx theorised that ‘capitalism would constantly lead to an growing extent of individual discomfort and exploitation and that it must come to an end’. Marx realised the truth and believed that ‘political action was necessary and the proletariat had to realise this and bring them to revolutionary class consciousness’, Marx spent the later parts of his life committed in attempts to make aware about revolutionary change (Thompson, 2018) ,(Revise Sociology,2016).
As stated by Marx’s there was a lot of inequality and social division as society was split into different class higher and lower class , the inequality lied with the lower class as they were the class that did not have any control or say. (Gramsci, 1937) used the term hegemony to define a perception in which the beliefs of the higher class become the familiar sense ideas of a whole culture , individuals from the working class accepted these opinions and instead of questioning the higher class , they accepted their right to rule and to make vital agreement for the whole of society. Gramsci saw religion as being one of the most vital forms of mental force as it teaches individuals that they should seek reward in heaven and not equality on earth , however if individuals  questioned the leading opinions then the state demand physical social control on people. Inequality exists as individuals are led to believe it is inevitable but once people see through this illusion, then it exists as the state will impose its power on people. 
Marx identified gender inequality, however understanding that the result was to end all inequality and then gender equality would follow from having an enhanced society. Feminists have taken Marxist ideas and have refined them into an analysis that places gender inequalities as being important, if not more so as class inequality. Feminists believe that inequality exists as male oppress female as much as the rich oppress the poor (Webcache.googleusercontent.com, 2018). 
Macro and micro approaches through society, macrosociolgists focus on things such as the social structure, social institutions and social, political and economic change. It looks at the social forces that develop the plan of individual society and the lives of a person. Microsociologists study on the social interaction , this means looking at by means of families , co-workers and groups of individuals  interacting with each other , such as questioning things like why they combine the way they do and how they clarify the meaning of their own individual interactions and of the social setting in which they would put themselves in. Generally macro and microsociologists view the same experience but do so in many specific ways, their outlook can be taken and combined which will offer a clearer understanding of the experience than either access can attempt itself. They view at why families, co-workers, and other groups of individuals combine why they interact the way they do and how they clarify the content of their individual interactions and of the social environment in which they find themselves. Often macro- and microsociologists look at the exact experience however do so in different ways. Their look on this is combined and offers a clearer knowledge of the experience than either approach can offer alone. The theoretical perspective could be conflict theory the major assumption would be society is described by common inequality based on social class, gender and other factors. Extensive social change is needed to reduce social inequality and to create a democratic society conflict theory is a macro theory (Open.lib.umn.edu, 2018).
The conflict theory is the opposite of functionalism but grew out of the industrial revolution due to Karl Marx (1818-1883) and his co-worker, Friedrich Engels (1820-1895). While conservative intellectuals feared the mass violence resulting from industrialization, Marx and Engels complained the conditions they felt were responsible for the mass violence and the capitalist society they both felt responsible for this. However instead of fearing the breakdown of social order the mass violence represented , they felt that revolutionary violence was needed to dispose of capitalism and the poverty that they both saw as it inevitable result (Marx, 1867/1906; Marx & Engels, 1848/1962). 
Marx and Engels both believed that every society is divided into two classes based on the control of the means of productions such as factories. In a capitalist society, the bourgeoisie which means for the ruling class owns their own production, while the proletariat which means the working class does not own the means of production and instead is destitute and exploited by the bourgeoisie. However having this difference created an automatic clash of interests between the two groups, simply because the bourgeoisie is interested in maintaining its position at the top of society, while the proletariats interest lies in rising up from the bottom and overcoming the bourgeoisie to create a democratic society (Study.com, 2018).
In a capitalist society, Marx and Engels wrote that innovation is impending as of structural conflict growing from the very nature of capitalism, as profit is the main goal of capitalism the bourgeoisie’s interest is at maximizing profit. So capitalists try to keep wages as low as they can and to spend as little money as possible on working conditions. Eventually prompts the growth among workers of class consciousness and awareness of the reason for their domination, their class consciousness in turn will lead to conflict against the bourgeoisie to get rid of the oppression and exploitation the proletariats suffer (Marx, K., & Engels, F. 1962).
Marx and Engels’s view over the years on the view on the nature of capitalism and class relations have increasing influenced social, political and economic theory and has inspired advocates in nations around the world. However, history has not sustained their prognostic that capitalism will surely result in a strike of the proletariat. Conflict theory indicates that particular groups in society have interests arising from their particular social position these different interests in turn lead to many different views on vital social issues. A few versions of the theory root conflict in distribution on gender, race and ethnicity, while other versions follow Marx and Engels in seeing a struggle growing out of different positions in the economic structure (Marx, K., & Engels, F. 1962).  But conflict theory looks at the various parts of society to ongoing inequality, however functionalist theory looks at the contribution to the ongoing stability of society. However functionalist theory looks at the benefits of the different parts of society for ongoing social stability, conflict theory benefits social change to reduce inequality with regards to this conflict theory could be looked at a progressive perspective. Conflict theory has its complications, by underlining inequality in society, conflict theory looks at the large percentage of consent on many vital issues. By looking at the ways in which social institutions are linked to social inequality , conflict theory lowers the way in which there institutions are important for society’s stability (Marx, K., & Engels, F. 1962).
There are many social theorists which have built on Marx’s conflict theory to grow it and refine it over the years, explaining ‘why Marx’s theory of revolution did not manifest throughout his lifetime’, Gramsci argued ‘that the power of ideology was more powerful than Marx had realised and that more work needed to be worked on to overcome the cultural hegemony’. Other theorists such as Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno who were part of The Frankfurt school , looked at their work on ‘how the rise of mass culture and mass produced contributed to the maintenance of cultural hegemony’. A more recent C.Wright Mills looked at ‘conflict theory to show the rise of a tiny ‘power elite’ composed of military, economic and political figures that have ruled in America from the mid twentieth century’. Many others have looked at this theory to develop other types of theories within social sciences such as ‘feminist theory’, ‘postmodern and postcolonial theory’ other theories. So while Marx’s conflict theory has looked at the ‘class conflicts’ it has also let people over the years to study of how other kinds of conflict appears such as race , gender , sexuality , religion , culture among others and as part of contemporary social structures and how they affect individuals lives (ThoughtCo, 2018).
Are these issues still within the 21st century? In a recent independent newspaper it has shown a title which is seen ‘poorest pay higher taxes than richest? New figures, this was recent as dated April 2017. This shows evidence that this is still going on and that Marx’s theory is still evolving, it is shown that the lower class is 10 per cent of households in the UK pay a greater proportion of their income in tax than the higher class 10 per cent this has been revealed by recent analysis. Officials facts show the lowest tenth of earners pay over an average of 42 per cent of their income in the form of income tax, national insurance, VAT and council tax, however the richest 10 per cent see around a third of this showing up at 34.4 per cent of their earning go to the taxman according to analysis by The Equality Trust. In this analysis this shows that an inequality in Britain , The Equality Trust found that the higher class 10 per cent of household have an average pre-tax income of £110,632 per year compared to just £19,992 for the lower class. This shows that Marx’s is theory is still having issues within society in 21st century as nothing has improved , this shows that there is still a divide in society with different classes as in society every individual is still not equal (Kentish, 2018). Also another source looks at the classes in society and looks at the structure of the class system and wondering if it has changed since Waugh’s day, there is still a clear grade in our society, each with distinct levels of social, cultural and economic capital. Seeing numerous factors such as education, salary, professions and household ownership, the BBC’s own Great British Class Survey found that seven distinct classes in total with elite this shows that roughly 6 per cent of the population consist above a wide spectrum of working and middle classes. Looking at the 2010 report by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, Britain is seen as the worst country for certain parts of social mobility as parent’s wealth greatly influences the child’s prospects of higher education and a good salary. There has been a moderate climb in the population after World War Two with each child expecting to be kind of better off than their parents, but unfortunately the relative proportions of people moving up and down the class now seems to be reversing. (Erzsebet Bukodi at the University of Oxford) says ‘more men and women are experiencing downward mobility and fewer of them experience upward mobility than before’. 
To conclude in this assignment it describes the concepts of associated with the main sociological theory of society which responds to the inclusion agenda , also the assignment gives a brief understanding of the assumptions which underpin inequality and social divisions , and which it applies a range of sociological theories to society in the 21st century. Throughout this research I have understood many different thing in society and still believe in Marx’s is theory , I believe that his theory is true in society , in which society is placed in different sections as lower, middle and higher class. I believe that society will never be able to come out of these sections as society is judged on how well you have done on the world.
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