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By the early part of the 19th century, philosophy was struggling to keep pace with the extraordinary political, economic and scientific changes that were to mark the advent, maturation and consolidation of the European and American Industrial revolutions. In particular, the intellectual significance of pure philosophical enquiry appeared to be losing ground rapidly to the successes of the ‘scientific method’ and with it, a wealth of scientific discoveries that seemed to owe very little at all to outright philosophical speculation. The metaphysical enquiries that had marked off the earlier philosophical epoch and had served Descartes so well and which had lingered on into the scepticism of Hume, had largely fallen out of favour. Elsewhere, the rather leisured and gifted essayists from Hobbes to Berkeley that seemed to typify the 17th and 18th Century British philosophical discourse – looked entirely out of step and wholly unsuited to explaining the political and philosophical upheavals on the continent.  
However, this was not a universal philosophical malaise and on the continent in the late 18th century and emerging fully in the 19th century, a distinctive continental professoriate emerged in the central European universities. These were professional philosophers whose philosophical enquires had always been shaped by the long shadow of revolution and the radical commentaries of essayists like Diderot and Rousseau, rather than the staid empiricism of Locke or Hume. Moreover, they seemed far more willing and able to adapt their critical and philosophical enquiries to serve far more radical and emancipatory ends. It seemed that the continental philosophers of the 19th century had determined far better than their British and empiricist counterparts, the existence of a deep seated ontological ‘seam’ of philosophical ‘assumptions’ (Hegel) and experiential ‘categories’ (Kant) underpinning the harder sciences and elements of political, religious and metaphysical thinking, than had hitherto been fully acknowledged or made explicit. 
Much of the impetus for this ‘critical philosophy’ of discovery would emerge in the altogether quieter but nonetheless equally revolutionary philosophical endeavours of Immanuel Kant (1724 - 1804) in his ‘Copernican revolution’. It was a project that was critiqued and much developed in the work of his immediate continental successors, from Schelling, Fichte and particularly Hegel’; on through Schopenhauer and Nietzsche, before finally being deconstructed within the ‘dialectical materialism’ of Karl Marx and Engels. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was a feature of this incipient continental tradition that whilst these 19th century thinkers were as disparate and critical of each other’s systems of thought as they were of any of their religious adversaries and scientific shibboleths, they seemed united at least in sharing Kant’s famous enlightenment injunction to ‘Dare to think’. Moreover, it was in this critical spirit, that commentators from Schopenhauer to Nietzsche began to share the earlier Kantian burden of awaking philosophy from its ‘dogmatic slumbers’ and to challenge – for better or worse, the prevailing scientific, religious and political elites of their particular milieu. In doing so, it could be argued with a measure confidence, that the 19th century continental tradition helped preserve the continuing relevance of independent ‘critical’ philosophical enquiry and put it on a secure footing for an entire generation of thinkers - albeit in a radically different form. 

In the final analysis the continental tradition and its 19th century legacy continues to prove controversial and divisive for some in philosophy and a source of critical sustenance for others. But while there is no doubting the difficulty in reading a writer like Hegel for example - there have always been very vocal detractors (e.g. Bertrand Russell and even Schopenhauer) there is very little point in trying to conceive of any form of meaningful phenomenological analysis in the sciences (Husserl) or ‘Critical Theory’ in contemporary political and social thought in the mid to late 20th and early 21st century – from Heidegger to Habermas, without first acknowledging the undoubted and enduring influence of their 19th century continental forebears.   

Course Aim(s)

· To critically explore the core terms and concepts of 19th Century Continental philosophy and their historical and political context.
· To engage you, the student, in the analysis of 19th Century Continental Philosophy – its key thinkers and critics, and assess their enduring impact upon contemporary philosophical issues and existence.
· To raise a critical awareness of which philosophers and what contemporary philosophical and political issues are most indebted to the enduring epistemological and ontological legacy of 19th Century Continental philosophy.

Learning outcomes 
By the end of this module, you the student, should be able to:

· Demonstrate an emerging ability to critically analyse and evaluate the relevant concepts and core ideas within the mainstream of 19th Century Continental philosophy.
· Demonstrate a sound understanding of the overarching scope and historical context of 19th Century Continental philosophy.
· Demonstrate a sound grasp of the differing perspectives and conceptual approaches of prominent 19th Century Continental thinkers, their associated schools of thought and the collective impact on more peripheral but nonetheless important secondary issues in 19th Century Continental Philosophy.
· Demonstrate the ability to identify and critically evaluate the reoccurring philosophical themes and complex problems which have typically fallen within the scope and overall aegis of 19th Century Continental philosophy.
· Demonstrate an emerging understanding of the enduring legacy of 19th Century Continental Philosophy and its particular influence on the ‘Critical Theory’ of more contemporaneous social, cultural and political commentators. 
Indicative Content 

The module will introduce the student to some of the central themes and key questions in the tradition of Continental philosophy with particular emphasis being placed upon the philosophical systemising (and anti-systemising) of some of its most important figures. 
Beginning with an examination of Kant’s somewhat immodest but nonetheless influential claim that he had perfected a ‘Copernican revolution’ in his ‘Critical philosophy’ the module focus moves into the post-Kantian period  wherein the very idea of a distinct 19th Century Continental form of philosophical enquiry begin in earnest. From there the module content will address and examine the philosophical and historical development of Kant’s philosophical legacy as it undergoes a protracted critique through the interventions of such eminent continental thinkers as Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Marx and in particular Marx and Engel’s materialist critique of philosophical idealism and subsequent influence on the development of 20th and 21st Century’s ‘Critical Theory’. 
The module will also place particular emphasis in the lectures and tutorials on examining the critical and very distinct emancipatory temper and methods of these disparate philosophical thinkers towards key concepts and problems – that still exercise philosophical debates today.  These concepts and problems would include the emerging idea of the ‘noumenon’ or ‘thing in itself’; the validity (or otherwise) of ‘analyticity’ and or ‘apriorism’, the notion of the ‘Will and freedom’ (voluntarism) and putative approaches toward enquiring into the ‘phenomenological’ nature of ‘consciousness’ and ‘being’‘. What is clear when examining these thinkers, on these and other related philosophical issues, is that they had all quite clearly embraced Kant’s enlightenment injunction: ‘Dare to think’ and whose collective motto, despite excoriating personal differences as well as deep philosophical disagreements toward resolving such problems, could be summarised positively as, ‘we agree to disagree’.

 
Learning and Teaching strategy 

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices of the topics studied for the module. Caser studies may be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned.
Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than lecture.
Guided Independent Study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow -up work, background reading, revision, and completion of assessment tasks).



Allocation of teaching to deliver the module are;
     
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	15%

	Independent learning
	170
	85%

	Placement Learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1- 50%
2,000 word assignment (Essay)
Deadline TBC

Assessment Component 2 – 50%
2 Hour seen examination
Deadline – exam timetable TBC

Exemplar assignment question: ‘Schopenhauer’s philosophy can legitimately be described as metaphysical pessimism’ Assess and examine this claim, by reviewing the possibility of defending Schopenhauer against such a charge.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical 
	

	TOTAL
	100%
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