                                                                                         Talking to THE DEAD with p.s. hadcroft
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                               From the beginning of time to this present moment, humans have found death fascinating.                                 In Europe, where there have been many wars, death is often frowned upon as something morbid, something dreadful, and sorrowful. In Italy, the relatives of the recently deceased person, sometimes pay professional wailers to come to the funeral to cry at the grave, and boy, can they howl! Thankfully in other parts of the world sorrow is but a small part of the death scenario. Sometimes a death in the family can be a wonderful excuse for a party! A time for celebration, to celebrate the life of the deceased with a grand feast and plenty of alcohol. ‘La Fiesta El Dia De Los Muertos’ ‘The Feast of The Day of The Dead’ is one such festival, it is held in Mexico, between October 31st (Halloween) and November 2nd (All Souls Day) every year, though the date varies from year to year and village to village. This Mexican tradition can be traced back at least three thousand years. During these three days, elaborate feasts are cooked to honour the dead and the spirits of the dead are invited to partake of the feast and celebrate alongside the living. Three days of dressing up, dancing, feasting, drinking and fun for all the family, including the dead, ‘los muertos.’ This is a time when families talk to their dear departed relatives and when the dead come back to  commune and dance with the living. In Mexico, death is a major part of the cycle of life, dis-embodied spirits are as much alive in death as they were in life. Death is not ‘THE END’ it is merely the end of one chapter and the beginning of the next.             [image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]The Naga Baba Shivaits are mystics who cover themselves in human ashes from the crematorium ground, as does Lord Shiva, the Hindu God of destruction. Doing this protects their otherwise naked forms from insects and from the cold. These yogis perform austerities and unusual tantras to awaken mystical capabilities. One such tantra I learned about directly from the yogi who practiced it, requires the yogi to sit on the body of a deceased virgin girl, throughout the night, while consuming copious amounts of whisky. The whisky helps the yogi to see the spirits as they attempt to enjoy the girl’s fresh cadaver. The yogi fights them off and protects her until daybreak when they finally leave. Because of material attachment the spirit of the dead girl remains close by until her body is cremated.                                                                                                                         [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ][image: ][image: ]The main reason Hindus cremate their dead is because the spirits are attached to their recently discarded bodies and are unable to let go of them even after death. Once the body is cremated the spirit finds it easier move on. Whatever we think about these tantric practices matters little, these people are mystically endowed, they are awake where we are asleep, they are prepared for their birth into eternity. We celebrate our Birthdays and dread death; they celebrate their Death Day and dread birth. They believe this world we cling too with every fibre of our being, is the world of death (Mrityu Loka) and one must die to this temporary existence, to enter the real world. During the 20 years I lived and travelled around India I met many of these sadhus. 
  [image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]  [image: ]                      Aum Namo Shivaya             
                                                            The truth is often hard to see without the right authority  
                                                     Someone who’s seen what lies beyond the limits of our tiny pond
                                                         No weights nor measure we recruit can realize The Absolute 
                                                                That ocean is far greater than anything we ‘ve seen 
                                                              Compared to it our little pond ‘s no bigger than a bean.       (P.S.Hadcroft)                                      
Atheism: By any dictionary definition, atheism is the critique and denial of meta-physical beliefs in God and other divinities.     A survey taken by the Pew Research centre in 2021 shows 19% of Belgium’s population identify as atheists, 16% of Denmark, 15% of France, 14% in both the Netherlands and Sweden, but the Atheist’s Cup 2021, that, naturally, was designed by no-one for no specific purpose, goes to the people of the Czech Republic, where one quarter of all adults identify as atheists. Taking all other countries in this survey, into account, approximately 7% of planet Earth’s human population are avowed atheists and 200million of them are Chinese communists! (1) Should we be alarmed? is our apprehension upon discovering these figures justified? Let us first examine atheism: Atheists share the common believe that when the body dies, the person dies, there is no spirit, no soul, no afterlife, and no bad karma hovering over them because no matter what they did in life, at death they cease to exist. When life’s door slams shut, or when our light flickers out, ’we’ are dead, and our belief in God dies with us.                        Though many atheists are gentle people with good moral and ethical conduct, among them respected intellectuals like Jordan Peterson, Noam Chomsky and the Dali Lama, there are others, like Kim Jong Un, who murder, torture, and terrorise their way into dictatorship, ruthlessly murdering their fathers, brothers, uncles, and untold others along the way and thereafter. They believe the end justifies the means and think God is a fairy-tale like Santa Claus and Peter Pan.                                                            The soulless doctrine of atheism is an attractive ’carrot’ for any narcissist psychopath, offering them complete freedom to exploit others without restriction or consequence. Where there is no Heaven for the charitable and no Hell for the demoniac, the Stalins, Mussolinis, Hitlers, Aurangzeb’s, Mao Zedong’s, and Vlad the Impalers of the past, are free to rise again as Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un, to plague the world like a recurring scourge of planetary scabies.                                                                                           According to one Soviet Newspaper Stalin killed between 40 and 60million Russians. Millions froze to death in labour camps in Siberia. “In some cases, a quota was established for the number to be executed, the number to be arrested,” said Naimark. (2) “Some officials overfulfilled as a way of showing their exuberance.” ”The new socialist man,” Stalin argued, was an atheist one, free of the religious chains that had helped to bind him to class oppression.” “From 1928 until World War II, when some restrictions were relaxed, the totalitarian dictator shuttered churches, synagogues and mosques and ordered the killing and imprisonment of thousands of religious leaders in an effort to eliminate even the concept of God. “(3)  We may never know the extent of the terror and death inflicted by these tyrants, but 100 years of atheistic communism has seen hundreds of millions of people exterminated for not sharing the same viewpoint of their dictator, so yes, perhaps there is reasonable cause for alarm.                         Conclusion: The way we interpret the experiences each of us has with the living and the dead, depends on how we as individuals view the subject. To my astrological brain, that all depends on where the planets were at the time of our birth, for instance, someone with the moon in Scorpio in the 8th house will find a keen interest in metaphysical reality. The 8th house relates to death and Scorpio to the occult (hidden) The moon relates to the mind. Such a person will naturally see beyond the vale of death into the mystical dimension and their own death is likely to be mysterious. Someone else with the moon in Taurus in the 8th house is likely to view such mysticism as so much superstitious nonsense. Both Taurus and Scorpio are opposite fixed Zodiac signs, they look at life from completely different perspectives and neither will budge from their position because they both believe they are right. Atheists look at life through a single lens, they see the gross body as the self and death of the body as final. A religious person with different planetary configurations is simply looking at the world through a different lens.                                                     My psychic medium friend assists the spirits of the departed to contact their families when they come to her for help. I believe her and so to their families. I watched a psychic surgeon remove a brain tumour from behind a man’s right eye. Without looking through the psychic’s eyes one might say that is just belief, but the gentleman had a mystical experience, and after it his severe headaches abated. Again, someone looking through a different lense might say his healing was totally psychosomatic.                                                                               In Mexico they dance and dine with their dead, for them the spirits of the departed are very real.                                                       Keeping an open mind means we are willing to look through another’s lens to see the world through their eyes, after all, we are all human, we have limited minds and senses, we have a propensity to cheat others, and we can all be mistaken. Atheists look through their own lens, personally, I think atheism is a sad lense, I prefer to look through the ’Loving God lense’ than the dead-end one where we are all no more than soulless chemicals.
Notes - Quotes and References: Without God, everything is permitted- FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         If God did not exist, it would be necessary to invent Him. — VOLTAIRE                     
‘Xi Jinping announced, China will snatch 200 million people from their religion, to make them ‘atheists.’                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Atheism Kills / Barak Lurie —1st edition ISBN: 978-0-9995139-2-7 (e-book) Los Angeles, CA 90025.
(1) https://time.com › china-religion-freedom-xi-jinping  https://theasiadialogue.com › China                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             (2) stalins-genocides https://news.stanford.edu › Naimark-Stalin-genocide 092310                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  (3) Stalin's Genocides | Princeton University Press https://press.princeton.edu › books.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                        Note: At first we were told to write 1500 words which is a lot for a postrer, however I did as I was originally asked
                                                          Later things changed to 1,000 words, then to 500 words and pictures, then even less... I hope this is ok. Sincerely Panaji.
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