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Assignment 2: Archival Exercise

[bookmark: _GoBack]Methodology:

For this archival exercise, I have selected two topics to as subjects for research in archival collections.  The first is Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, Prince of Wales, who died in 1282.  The subject of the second exercise is the Benedictine monastery, Ramsey Abbey, in what was formerly known as Huntingdonshire.  Ramsey Abbey was founded in 969 and dissolved on 22nd November 1539 and was one of the foremost monastic houses in medieval England.  Ramsey Abbey has been chosen through personal interest, as it was a major landowner and historical presence in my native Huntingdonshire, as well as the mother house of a small priory founded in my home town of St Ives.

Owing to location, all searches for this assignment will be carried out using electronic catalogues that are available online.

In researching archival sources relating to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, the first catalogue to be searched will be that of the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth as this is the home of the collection of archives and sources relating to the history of Wales.  As much of the primary source material about Llewelyn is likely to relate to his interactions and disputes with the English monarchy in the thirteenth century, the English sources will also be searched through the National Archives online catalogue.

When researching archival sources for materials relating to Ramsey Abbey, Huntingdonshire Archives (which form part of the Cambridgeshire County Archives), will be searched.  It is likely that some materials will have been retained locally within the county.  The next step will be to consult the National Archives for documentation relating to the founding and dissolution of Ramsey Abbey.  There may also be papers that form part of correspondence between the abbey and the governmental and royal offices of the day in this collection.  Two other collections will also be searched for possible liturgical materials and writings by religious from Ramsey Abbey.  These collections are the British Library and Bodleian Libraries.

List A: People and Events. Llewelyn ap Gruffydd (d.1282)

Source: The National Archives <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/>

Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
3/163
Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn to Henry III: the health of Llewelyn ap Gruffydd.  Dated [1262]


Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
13/119
Special Collections: Ancient Correspondence of the Chancery and the Exchequer. Contents described at item level.  Edward I to Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales: the invasion of Brecon.  Dated at Westminster, 18 May 1273

Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
13/121
Edward I to Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales: the dispute between Llewelyn and Gruffydd ap Gwenwynwyn. Dated 1279 Oct 24

Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
13/124
Special Collections: Ancient Correspondence of the Chancery and the Exchequer. Contents described at item level.  Edward I to Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales: the interpretation of the treaty; Merioneth; distress by the justiciar of Chester.  Dated at King’s Langley, 18 July 1280.  Draft






Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
13/125
[Edward I] to Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales: amends for the attacks by Llewelyn’s men; men captured by officers of the late Bishop of Hereford.  Dated 1275 c. May-June

Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
13/126
Edward I to Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales; Llewelyn’s dispute with the bishop of St Asaph.  Dated c.1274-5


Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
13/129
Edward I to Llywelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales: The postponement of Llewelyn’s business of Edward’s visit to France.  Dated 1279 c. June-July

Kew 
The National Archives
C
SC1
19/41
Llewelyn ap Gruffydd ap Madog to Edward I: his dispute with the sons of John fitz Alan, heirs of Oswestry, Shropshire.  Dated 1272-1282


Kew
The National Archives
C
SC1
62/14
Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, prince of Wales, to Henry III Special Collections: Ancient correspondence of the Chancery and the Exchequer.  Content described at item level.  Llewelyn ap Gruffudd to Henry III.  Dated 1256-1259




Kew
The National Archives
C
SC8
120/6000
Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, Prince of Wales to the King.  Llewelyn makes eight requests to the including asking the king to restore forfeited lands to his nephews and safe conduct for those imprisoned.  Dated 1276-1277


Kew
The National Archives
C
SC8
192/9564
Petitioners: Llywelyn ap Gruffydd to the King [Damaged] Llewelyn requests a wise and faithful judge to restore [restore to him] the goods and chattels he sold to the men of Griffin Vaghan during the time of peace, or their value [as they were] against the King during the war.  Dated c.1279


List B: Places and Institutions.  Ramsey Abbey, Cambridgeshire (formerly Huntingdonshire)

Source: Cambridgeshire Archives <calm.cambridgeshire.gov.uk>

Huntingdon
Huntingdonshire Archives
KHA
C2
2286/3
Photostat of Ramsey deeds.  Assignment of 1300. John de Sawtry, Abbot of Ramsey Abbey of £40 annually from the Manors of Hemingford Abbots and Ellington for payment of his debts.

Huntingdon
Huntingdonshire Archives
KHA
C2
2720
Ramsey Abbey Charter (copy!)







Huntingdon
Huntingdonshire Archives
KHA
C3
3806
Microfilm of Ramsey Abbey Psalter, 13th Century, (M558/1 in Abbey of St Paul, Karnten, Austria)

Source: The National Archives <https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/>

Kew
The National Archives 
E
E163
22/2/84
Cartulary of Ramsey Abbey, Hunts.  Composite register, most in hands of 14th cent (rubricated).  Contains Liber benefactorum (ff132-164); Note of delivery into the Exchequer 28 January 25 Eliz I, by hands of Henry Cromwell, kt.  14th century – 15th century

Kew
The National Archives
C
SC6
HENRYVIII/1659
Special Collections: Ministers’ and Receivers’ Accounts.  HENRY VII – HENRY VIII. [? Huntingdon]: Ramsey Abbey. (mutilated).  Dated 22 April 1524-1525

Kew
The National Archives
C
SC6
HENVIII/1660
Special Collections: Ministers’ and Receivers’ Accounts.  HENRY VII – HENRY VIII. [? Huntingdon]: Ramsey Abbey. (mutilated).  Dated 22 April 1509 – 28 Jan 1547 

Kew
The National Archives
C
C84
36/44
Chancery: Ecclesiastical Petitions.  Subject/Petitioner: Ramsey Abbey/prior and convent.  Dated 05 October 1396



Kew
The National Archives
LR
LR8
420
Office of the Auditors of the Land Revenue and predecessors: Views of the Receivers’ and Ministers’ Accounts.  Ramsey Abbey, Hunts. Dated 22 April 1539 – 21 April 1541


Source: The British Library Manuscripts Collection <searcharchives.bl.uk>

London
British Library
Cotton MS Vespasian
E11
ff2-78
Cartulary of Ramsey Abbey. Mid 13th century – 2nd quarter of 15th century

London
British Library
Cotton MS Vespasian
AXVIII
ff87-144
Register of Ramsey Abbey.  4th quarter of 13th century – 1st half of 15th century

London 
British Library
Cotton MS Vespasian
E11
ff79-105
Inquisition of Ramsey Abbey estates and tenants.  Mid 13th century – 4th quarter of 14th century.

London
British Library
Harley
MS
2904
Psalter, known as the ‘Ramsey Psalter’ or ‘Psalter of ‘Oswald’ in the Gallican version. 4th quarter of 10th century





Source: The Bodleian Library <Bodleian.ox.ac.uk/Weston/finding-resources/catalogues>

Oxford
Bodleian Library
MS
Ashmole
1524
Register of John de Sautre, abbot of Ramsey [Latin and French]

Oxford
Bodleian Library
MS
Barlow
22:6461
Psalter from Ramsey Abbey (?) later adapted for Peterborough Abbey, c. 1321-1341


Future Directions for Archival Searches:

In researching the archival sources for Llewelyn ap Gruffudd it was a surprise to discover that no primary source material relating to him is held at the National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth.  The National Library of Wales collection does hold a number of secondary biographical sources about Llewelyn and these could form a fruitful source for further research.

There are over two hundred primary source documents relating to Llewelyn held by the National Archives in Kew.  Only a tiny fraction could be listed for this assignment, so the National Archives would definitely be a key focus for future research.  As much of the material held by the National Archives relates to Llewelyn’s correspondence with the English monarchy, a further step would be to check the historical period covered by any primary source material held in the Royal Collections.

Huntingdonshire Archives holds very little contemporaneous material relating to Ramsey Abbey.  However, they do hold a number of Huntingdonshire county histories which contain information about the lands and manors that were owned by Ramsey Abbey.  These land holdings could be identified and then further researched through the National Archives, as the hold inventories and documentation relating to individual portions and estates of abbey lands.

It would also be useful to employ printed archival sources to further research the proceedings relating to the dissolution of Ramsey Abbey in 1539.  The letters and papers of Henry VIII have been digitised and are available at British History Online.  A search of Henry’s papers could give indicators for further unpublished sources, that could be searched for in the National Archives holdings.

From initial researches, it would appear that there are a number of extant liturgical materials that were compiled by the monks of Ramsey Abbey.  These are held in a wide variety of locations and some are in private hands.  A further direction of research would be to contact the archivists for landed estates in the wider East Anglian region, such as Kimbolton and Oxburgh to see if they hold documents or liturgical resources that relate to Ramsey Abbey.  In carrying out searches for primary sources in archives in the Huntingdonshire region, the strong influence of Puritanism on the area in the seventeenth century must be borne in mind, as a result of which many monastic items and books were said to have been destroyed or taken to places of safety elsewhere. 
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