Book One

The chapters of the first book begin." [i] [O]f the portent in the
mother’s vision. [ii] Of the birth of Saint William and his ven-
erable childhood. [iii] How he was in the habit of going out of
his way o the Jews and for that was rebuked by his people,
and henccforward kept himself away. liv] How he was

f the Jews. [v] How after entering

sbducted by messenger o
ked and killed. [vi] How the Jews

the Jews” hous¢ he was moc
accepted the plan to hide him. [vii] How and by whom he wes

carried away and hidden in the wood. [viii] How a hundred
marks were given to the sheriff — then John — and the Jews
were freed from the fear of death. [ix] How a light from

heaven, in the shape of 2 fiery ladder, shone on the body of the
x] How and by whom he was

holy martyr lying in the wood. |
found. [xi] Item, the second finding on that Saturday before
Easter. [xii] How and by whom he was buried in the wood.

[xiii] How the priest Godwin wanted to know whether it was
him [William]. [xiv] On the foretelling in his maternal aunt’s
vision. [xv] On the mother’s lament, accusing the Jews of her
son’s murder. [xvi] How the priest Godwin accused the Jews
at the synod, and how he offered himself to prove by ordeal
that ‘h“:‘Y were guilty of the death of the boy William. [xvii]
g?:;;:ff::rf It'hc:_n Prior of St Pancras in Lewes, begged the
i li?mnz;::;on t:{) fke the ?f)dy of the holy martyr
Bt :n there. [x‘vm] How he was brought
20 found t e inCorrlty, was recc.uved by thc.e monks, washed
" the monks” cemete upt in all his parts. [xix] On his burial
Here begins the ﬁf)’-
rst book.
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(1] OF THE PORTENT IN
THE MOTHER'S DREAM®

When the mercy of divine piety wished to visit the province of
Norwich - indeed, the whole of England - and to give it a ney
patron for new times, it gave a boy who was to be listed among
the principal martyrs and to be honoured by the entire com-
pany of saints; it had him conceived in the womb of a mother
ignorant of what she carried, and caused a fragrant rose 1o
grow, little by little, among the thorns.* His father was a certain
Wenstan and his mother was called Elviva, and they lived a
decent hife in the countryside, abundantly supplied with all
those things needed for living. No one should think it absurd
that God wanted a boy of such future holiness and dignity to
be born of humble parents, for He himself, it is well known,
wished to be born of poor people. The mother, consequently,
unaware that she had already conceived according to divine
wull? carried in ignorance the growing shoots of a male seed in
the innermost of her body.

It so happened, however, that she was chosen to be honoured

w = m y .
" ;::::1 VIS‘I(::‘_!, a foretelling of the great holiness and dignity that
within her womb. It seemed to her, indeed, as she slept,

Usom coyld no
OMINg our of hey

the open h way .
s cavy o . ¥ Passy :
Having seen this, the N received iy 8 through,

AWay and.
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- the morning what she had iy » th? o
(her In the father, having great skill in the inter
And Sulsh;ullcd it over in his mind and, after p
VoS little while, answered his daughter: ‘Yoy
dcmtb ddlu hter, that you are pregnant, and so rejoice in joy, -
Jearest 3“% will indeed be giving birth to 2 son, who will be
bccauSCa?!:ie d by the highest honour on earth and will be raised
aCC?hn;phei ght of the clouds, greatly exalted in heaven. Know
:so that when the boy is twelve years old" he will ascend to
the pinnacle of his greatest glpry. It is not ¢

am at night,
pretation of
ondering the
know indeed,

I} ON HIS BIRTH AND CHILDHOOD

After some time had passed, as the day of birth 3ppll';>zcggfiz
the boy was born to the woman'? and his name was '?ia ft:' 4 lof
lam. He was indeed born on the day of the Puri I\X:rm o
God’s mother |Candlemas, 2 February], the Virgin Mary,
i his is significant, since the
1s the day of candles, and perhaps t IS 1 Sig e ik Saeed
o 0 e pity aad hOhI‘CS;:; from his mother
candies and their . W 1 latﬂhzahz«?‘d brought him into
and brothers, and from the priest w BB A w5 macnils: ¥
the world again by baptism, 1 have de F the day of
. . story. I'or on
consign to silence, but to insert into Y. sly offered food to
1 wgeanin when his father Wenstan jo yogniZent — his arms in
the telativegs, invited to the feasit;: Cff)rrtzllrr;ls) from those at f?ibhl:.
. ke ed, as if to - hanoln he took the tele
iR Chalnfs S d delighted 1I.1 his food, Ko i i chill-
After having eaten at-lf o admire him, ar.‘d o | ged them with
boy into his arms ool td by the iron chains, to:;C nd broke into
ish innocence, fascinate chains suddenly cracked a
his little palms, and the

- mazed
this and, a
d at seeing
e e stunne
] g, wer
.13 Those dinu
parts.
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at these wonderful ways, they ascribed what by h

the boy’s merits. And so the penitent, having pe PPeneq \,

divine grace, went away overflowing with thanks: ::dfrged by
‘ esai&

b

priest, who was among the assembled guests, o
broken chains and deposited them on display il; his :l;?ted the
Haveringland,'* to serve as remembrance for those h'vizmh of
as knowledge for those to come, and took care to preiearsd
€

them for a considerable time.
The mother, of course, who loved the child greatly, educateg

him with the greatest of care, and by her attentive educatjoy

she led him from infancy to the years of understanding. By the
time he was seven years old, as | have learned from the mother’
account, he already began to be a lover of abstinence, so that
while his older brothers did not fast, he did so three times 3
week; that is, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays." He also

rved the days of the apostles and other saints, which are
with pious fasts; and as the ardour

of his devotion grew little by little, he passed several days on
bread and water alone. Since he was overflowing with inner
piety, whatever he was able to take away from his own food or
to extract from his mother by his requests, he gave all away to
the poor in secret if at any time he did not dare to do so openly.
In all this he was not only pious but also kind, so that he con-
ducted himself so wisely that in the same action he both
benefited the poor, so far as was in his power, and caused no
worry to his parents. He also frequented the church most will-
ingly; he learned letters, psalms and prayers and worshipped
with the greatest reverence all that was related to God. Since
divine grace preceded him in all things, he had a zeal for dili-
gent study, and just as he was gentle to all, he was loved by all
and was vexatious to no one in any matter. Without doubt, the
wisdom of divine dispensation was working great deed’s of
grace in the little boy, knowingly while he was ignorant, and
prudently when he was untutored. And by some sure si ,ns it
was already then indicated just how many merits he \fould
have in the future.

obse
official vigils for the people,
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(11} HOW HE WAS IN THE HABIT OF
cOING OUT OF HIS WAY TO THE JEWS.
fOR WHICH HE WAS REBUKED py HIS
FAMILY, AND HENCEFORWARD KEPT

HIMSELF AWAY FROM THEM

And so when he bloomed into such 3 ven
was already eight years old, he was hand
to the skinners, to learn the art of tap
thrived in the tractability of his talent
in his effort; in a short while he far ex

craft and was equal to quite a few of hjg Instructors. Finally, he
left the countryside, moved to the city and lived with 4 certain
master, who was very well known for his skill. Rarely spending
time in the countryside, and now used to the city, he made great
efforts with industry in his chosen craft and reached the age of
twelve. Then, while he was living in Norwich, the Jews who
dwelt there at the time chose him above all other skinners for
the repair of mantles, furs and other things of this kind, which
they either had as surety'” or which they themselves used. For
indeed they considered him highly suitable, either be‘causre they
saw him as simple and skilful or because ~ led by miserliness -
they reckoned they could pay him a lower wage. _

But I think it is more likely that by the wish of divine pr OVZ
dence he was already destined centuries ago for mﬁ“”"i"c‘;‘ ;‘S:n
so was drawn to it step by step by deg_rt‘ésisftl)‘: ?-20(:1:;1 i
by the Jews as less wise and . ﬁt‘tmgWe have indeed learned
rificed, in disgrace of the Lord’s PaSSAOS;ﬂy to the Christian faith
from some Jews who ‘f"“er cg ndv:;tfio this very thing to a Chris-
that at that time they mte“l ie their plan of spite, they chose in
tian; and in order to comp gf Lent the boy William, who was
advance at the beginning and innocent indeed. And since the
twelve years old at the nme

; t of the fraud being

d the Jews ignoran ne .

vencrab\ehboy frﬁi‘é?\: d by his uncle by marriage, the pries
dCViSCda € was

erable childhood, and
ed over by his parents
ning." What next? He
and displayed diligence
ceeded his peers in that



Godwin,'® and by one Wulward, in whose hoyge he lod

and was prohibited from ever visiting them again Andg:;:i’
Jews, certainly regretting that their plan.had come to nothin;
persevered all the more keenly and with all their might ¢
restore their act of malice as planned, as the day intende
for the execution of their villainy came close and the victi
whom they thought they had already caught had slipped away
from their deadly hands. Assembling all the adroitness of thei,
cunning machination, they found a certain man - I' know not
whether a Christian or a Jew — most crafty and suited to the
execution of so execrable a deed of disgrace, and with much

haste, for their pascha approached in three days,' sent him to
find and bring back the victim who had slipped out of their

hands, as | have already said.

[IV] HOW HE WAS ABDUCTED BY THE
MESSENGER OF THE JEWS

As Monday after Palm Sunday dawned [20 March 1144], that
detestable messenger of the Jews set out to execute the task they
had enjoined upon him, and he finally found the boy William
after searching for him with the greatest care. Once found, he
caught the boy with lying snares of words; once caught, he
deceived him with false promises. He pretended indeed to be the
cook of William, Archdeacon of Norwich,?° and that he wished
to have him to work with him in the kitchen. If he [the boy Wil-
liam] came with him, he would thus later enjoy many profitable
opportunities. The naive boy was deceived and believed the
man. But wanting to have the approval of his mother’s goodwill
in this matter, because his father had already passed away, he
went to her with the messenger.
hjs\;((/)l:;rrll ;ﬁe;ﬂzrr:z:drrtahj::re, the boy explained the reason for
: or spread the snare of his lies as he
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oval m the matter. The innocent boy agreed 1o
ogher's APPY ”-'mf but the mother resisted, her gur teeling
m nmslf*‘.‘ [;-mn;: for her son with a maternal Instinct,’!
Laening :‘:Jr;w,: and then the mother; he begs and she

refuses.
now the n order to destroy the boy; she refuses, lest she may
He begs

He claims to be the archdeacon’s cook, byt she does

josc h""'h]m at all. Between her and him, as betwee
got tfi":,m who first would you think the stronge
::i’i'l“ chird? The lamb was f“ the middle, the sheep on one
ode. the wolt* on the other. l“h-c wolf stands in order to tear
nd devour; the sheep stands forth to rescye and save. Byt
wecause the boy was lured, he favoured one of them and repeat-
odly begged the agreement of the other; until the mother,
~ersuaded both by her son’s many requests and also seduced by
he man’s good promises, was finally driven to agree, albeit
aganst her will. She then begged for respite for her son until
atter Easter, but the traitor swore that he would not be without
him for three days, not even for thirty pieces of silver.2’ The
mother refused, and swore that she would not surrender her
son before Easter. And so the traitor took three shillings out
of his purse, in order to undermine maternal sentiment,
and diverted towards avarice the unreliable firmness of femin-
ine fickleness, corrupted by the glitter of silver. The silver
was offered as a gift, but rather it was the price of innocent
blood.

And yet the mother’s devotion was still not weakened, nor
was her sense of foreboding of future evil easily allayed. It
still continued: here with imploring and there with silver,_sq
that if he did not soften the constancy of her resistan_t.spmt
by requests, the sheen of the brightness of money smiling N
her might lure her to desire it. In these ways the mother’s
spirit was severely shaken and her‘matemal d;:)vokt‘lond was
already gradually wavering; she was hnally lured hy ber ejlre
for the shining silver coins and, thu§ conymced, S eh owe t(i
the very thing she did not want, willy-nilly. And w ::it morre.
When she was finally persuac!ecll, the lamb was handed over
to the wolf, and the boy William was handed over to the
traitor.”’

n a sheep
st, in the fight
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[V] HOW AFTER ENTERING THE Jgyq.
HOUSE HE WAS CAPTURED,
MOCKED AND KILLED

And so in the morning that traitor and emulatqr In almogt
every way of Judas the traitor retu,rned to Norwich with the
boy. Passing by the house of the boy’s maternal aunt he entered
it with the boy, said that his mother had handed him over and

hastily departed. Then the boy’s aunt immediately sa‘id to ].m
daughter, ‘Quick, follow them,’ carefully observing in whu’:h
direction that man was leading thq boy away. And so the girl
went out in order to discover their route, and she followed
them from a distance, as they turned, taking secret alleywayls.
Following in this way she watched ther‘n at last enter seo.:retlY
into the house of a certain Jew, and noticed ‘them immediately
shut the door behind them. Having seen this, she returned to
her mother and informed her of what she had seen. X
Then the Jews received the boy kindly, like an innocent lam
led to the slaughter,?® and he was ignorant of_ what business waj
being prepared for him, and he was kept until the morroi. An
s0, following daybreak, which was their pascha that year,”” after
the appropriate chants of the day were finished in the synagogue,
the leaders of the Jews met in the house of the aforementione
Jew, and while the boy William was eating, fearing no treachery,
they suddenly seized him and humiliated him in various wretched
ways. For some of them held him from behind, others inserted
into his open mouth a torture instrument known in English as a
teasel,”® and fixed it with straps either side of his jaws, to the
back of his neck, where they made a very tight knot. Next they
took a.short rope, about as thick as a little finger, and made three
knots in places marked on it, and encircled that innocent head
fr(im forehead to back; in the centre of the forehead they pressed
;a’iedmt);, :hsetll:eykdid at each temple. Both sides of the head were
ack, extremely rtightly, and there a firm knot was

made. Th .
under thee;?ids (.)f i?e -ob¢ were tied round the neck and around
n, and there this unheard of type of torture was
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npleed in 3 fifth knot. But the cruelty of the torturers could
? e satisfied even by these torments and they added evep

orse pains. Indeed, having shaven his head, they: wotssided §
Jith an infinite number of thorn pricks and deat ed it

aiserably from the inflicted wounds. They were Soi hlrln bleed
sery eager 0 inflict pains that you could hardly sa i:rlfx ?d -
were: more cruel Of mMOre eager in torture. ACCOZd- ’lC the_y
experience of torturing him fostered and furnish dlnhg Ys thfﬁlr
,'f{:ngth and with weapons. And so, while the ee them with
(hnstian name ran riot around the boy in such an:;r_::;s oczfet}}le

vil,

Aﬂd When W . it
found the hous: :::(;‘e- €nquiring carefully into the affair,®® we
affair. Moreq, N 1t most definite and clear signs of the
v ver, there was, as rumour has it, stretch d
9900, 5 pont Betorlilin Sy neh > stretched out as
middle, Do Lo _ dthers and a wooden beam in the
similarly, e | on 0_31ther side to the two other posts. And,
WOunds, de ater dtscovered truly the traces made by the
tighel bim the chalps. On the right, the right hand and foot
vy Y bound by chains; but on the left, the left hand and foot
pierced by a nail. And they did this with such care, of
“Ourse, that if he was at any time found with nails fixed into
him from this side and that, it would not be indicated that he
had been killed by Jews, but rather by Christians. But while
they did so, they added to the painful wounds other pains and
wounds, since they could not extinguish their mad cruelty, nor
satisfy their inborn hatred of the Christian name. Truly, after so
great and so many sufferings of tortures, they inflicted a griev-
ous wound to his left side’! up into his heart and, as if bringing
the affair to an end, they extinguished the mortal life that still



remained within him. And since several rivers of blood floweg
from the whole of his body, both in order to staunch the blood
and to wash and close the wounds, they poured boiling wate,

from his head downwards.

And so the glorious boy and martyr of Christ, William,
dying in this world the disgrace of the death of the Lord, was
crowned with the blood of glorious martyrdom and achieved
the kingdom of eternal glory, alive for eternity.’? His soul is
exalted joyfully in heaven among the illustrious host of saints;

and his body works wonders gloriously on earth by the omnip-

otence of divine mercy.

[VI] HOW THEY ACCEPTED
THE PLAN TO HIDE HIM

Having accomplished their proposed malice in this way, the
Jews consulted each other as to what more was to be done,
took care to remove the lifeless body hanging from the post,
and entered into collective consultation as to what to do with
it. Several said it should be thrown into a privy,* for greater
shame and degradation, but some of the cleverer ones thought

» not knowing
> they all agreed unanimously

rging him op
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qave the following advice: ‘Listen to me, brothers, followers f
e Lord’s law. I consider it utterly useless f 0

: Or us - an
gratly the danger which would follow in the fypyre fi. ¥ffmr
body of this Christian were to be drowned it oxrr orivy 0! the
r Con-

? Because of our lack of fore-
people will the

p) » and what is
nd our wives and |j ‘
nfied over to the Gentil . ittle ones

and take hat we be provident in counsel

ﬁd’ 1 .Say t0 you, and pay heed to our advice. Since what is
One 1s done and what has happened cannot be undone, above
all we must take care both to hide the deed from the Christians
and to avoid what we fear. Whart then? I say the body should
be carried away and be left exposed in a place far away from
us, where — if perchance it is found — the Christians may think
of it, so to speak, as a murder. And when news of the murder
becomes common knowledge there is no doubt that the officers
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of the king’s justice, to make their profit, may wij;

covetous ears to the false rumour. At that time :ily leng

blame has been attached to Christians, it will render us :n e
€Cure

for ever.’
Thus he concluded and his speech pleased them all, apq ;
’ n

the end his advice was adopted as the plan. The bod
. . ; , Y was
seized without delay and was delivered to a suitable sec
place, where it was hidden carefully for a while, so that f:
could be buried secretly when an opportunity emerged to do
so0. And that day was the day of absolution, Maundy Thursday
on which a crowd of penitents of the whole diocese custom-’
the mother church of Norwich, and the
le city were then visited by an unusual multi-
g about. For that reason they did not
h the body what they had planned on
as put off to the morrow, when it
for them to be wandering in the
her times to go where they

arily gathered in
streets of the who
tude of people wanderin
consider it safe to do wit
that day. Therefore, it W
would be more convenient
streets and much safer than at ot

wished.

[VII]] HOW HE WAS CARRIED AND
BURIED IN THE WOOD

on which

The next day rose [Good Friday, 24 March 1144),
136 of the

wherever the Christian religion flourishes the ritua
Adoration of the Cross takes place. On that day, indeed, the
custom of all Christians is — by avoiding gluttony more than
usual, abstaining from all delicacies and delights, and visiting
the churches of the saints devoutly — to persist most assidu-
ously in pious labours of prayer. And so at the dawn of that
light, the body of the blessed William the martyr was carried
away enclosed in a sack by Deus-adiuvet [Hebrew: Eleazar]
and another, Jews preselected for the purpose on the previous
day. As they left the city with the body and were already enter-
ing Thorpe Wood," they met by chance along the way a certain
burgess, one of Norwich’s richest and most prominent men,
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s Aehwerd, by surname Ded. After alread
" ¢ the churches which are in the city, finally
0, along the edge of the wood, with a g
ompany, from that of St Mary Magdalene 3
ck 1n the same V‘fOOda on his way to St Leonard’s 3 :

wppened by the dispensation of divipe grace, both 8.7 This
4at a credible witness be Present and SO,th In order
nody was found the event would not be hid at after the
Christians. idden from the

And so Aelwerd, comin

nd indeed recognizing ther%l 25?2;:‘50 ]\;Wsdon their
wasthat one of them was cartrying in § Ondered as t

Y Visiting that
he Was return-
ngle servant as
a house for the

journey,
O what it

business was being transacted by the g over in his ming what

thing he saw them carrying coyld bepasts)zrs-bY and what the
— bec

hung the raised 2
flf)pe; they left e thealse body from a tree by a flaxen

0 them. struck ;e and returned home by another route.
and wit\; CK as they were by no small degree of alarm
. new horrors born every time they met someone, 1
thmk that there happened what usually happens to very
tUmid people aware of their own guilt. Whoever is in this situ-
ation suspects everyone they meet, they think there are pitfalls
everywhere, they take the tree trunks and stones seen at a
distance to be humans. Why say more? The returning Jews
reported to the others the misfortune that had occurred to them
on their way.
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(VIII] HOW THEY WERE FREED OF FEaR
BY GIVING THE SHERIFF 100 MARKS

The enemies of the Christian name were much upset and did noy
know what to do next. Since they were devoid of hgpe, while they
discussed their common safety, one suggesting this and another

that, they at length decided to hurry to John, the shfenf e ;s to
their one and only protector — who was a regular ref uEe to them.
And so the decision was taken by all that some of t e, tdose
-emi in authority and power, should go to him and so
pre-eminent in a . e, they would
deal with him that, supported by his patronage, e ou
thereafter have nothing to fear. They went a.ncg entered t (?1“ il ;
tle’s rampart and were admitted to the sheriff s przsence.mmu}-'
told him that they had a very great secret they wished to co o
nicate only to him, very confidentially. All those presen}ti wer ,'d-
once rem(;vcd; John ordered them to speak up and they Saoc;
“We find ourselves here in great anxiety and we promise youdIb
marks* if we are freed of it thanks to your help. Attractek y
that sum of marks, he gave his word both that he would keep
their secret and that his help would not be lacking to them 1n
anything as far as was in his capacity. Accordingly, once the. malf'
ter of so great a secret was revealed, Aelwerd was immediately
summoned. When he arrived there, under the urgent orders an'd
coercion of the sheriff, he was constrained, willy-nilly, by his
word and oath, not to defame the Jews over what he had seen,
nor as long as he lived - or at least until the last day of his life -
to divulge what he had seen.

Yet the dispensation of divine grace willed that what it had
disposed to the praise and glory of God’s martyr, and for the
repetition of the memory of His own Passion, should not be for-
ever hidden and should be revealed in manifold ways shortly
after. For indeed, after five years had elapsed, that same Aelwerd
was brought to his fast hour, being seized by illness. And at the
time of his final passing, he was admonished in a vision by the
>ame holy boy William - who was alr eady shining forth rhr(;ugh*
out the whole region by the abundant virtues of his miracles — not
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cglect to reveal the things he had seen to who
© mson.mg to him certain persons whom he thoy
b_u-mm[ol d so great a secret ~ the monk Wicheman
l:;;nfbunsem“g of penitents the bishop had com
cnctions, and ** the priest of St Niichol
and gasping his final words, according to the
same martyr, he set forth to them In order*’

he had seen and subsequently knew for
Thomas, monk of Norwich, heg

ring report
ing it to be true indeed, have taken the care
writing, because I did not think

| ot ¢ nce of truth should be
passed over or hidden in silence.

23

m he wished.
ght worthy of
n, to whom in
mitted his own
as = while dying
command of the
those things which
Sure about him. I,

of them, and know-

the eyes of many people i

enry of Sprowston, once the stableman of Bishc?p Ew.re:rard_,“9

“ertainly saw it as he was standing at the door of t_us house w:oth

his whole family. Lady Legarda — the widow of V({llllarr:i Ap;,llus; ”

Saw it t00; a woman who, for the love_ of ng, ﬁitl?ke :

viary Magdalene, serving the poor and in such servi > | k-

: i f her soul. But also the sick o

beggar, seeking the salvation of 1 L i e Lt i v
t \ king up in silence in the middle of t 4

at place, waking up hem by the same Legarda and

RN S N giokest, B g f them said that

also saw the brightness of the light. cliw:)nfh(e)m as they gazed

lready appeare
O e e o L o T
that m
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that light was seen divided into two rays in the f
long ladder, stretching from below high up i Orm of 3 yep,
2N up into the east, s

as those who first found the body lying under the sky ; o
wood attested, one of those rays reached to the head 2;3 e
other to the feet. What else did divine grace wish to in’dicate[he
its faithful, but to take care and inform everyone with a cle:r)
sign how many merits he possessed, whom it so greatly glori.
fied by celestial signs? In the shape of a ladder surely is indicated
his ascent to glory; in the brightness of light indeed is signified

that he has deserved to attain a crown.

[X] HOW AND BY WHOM HE WAS FOUND

As the day of Easter Saturday was dawning, that nun whom |
mentioned just a while ago, Legarda, was so very concerned by
so extraordinary a vision of light that, taking her companions
with her, early before sunrise she made her way again to view
the light, wanting to know what it was that the Lord wished t0
reveal by such signs. So walking, she fixed her bodily eyes out-
jwards onto the light, while a light of pious devotion shone
xqwardly in her mind. The woman went, beseeching God
piously that He might direct her by the correct route fO the
place of the light she had seen, and show her most clearly the
slz:cred things hidden there. Before too long, led by divine mercy
b ks s she s priviced i b conr
overflowing with a weal:;]m;f’ n tFuth, that 1llqstrlous treasure
tance a boy lying at the root o?aenrs‘kShe S lndeed ata d-ls-
wearing shoes, his head shaven anndoa' Ereegzdr?ssqd n runl;«‘,
cuts; but, seized at once by ftz:mininepflemefj W.ith innumerabe
any closer. And when with intent a fia}? 0 i o approach
j‘"dered the nature of what lay there nh eageiclt gaze ghie £0F7
It, attempting with a frenzy of rave,nsil'i v oA
ber him zealously with the beak, but !Xe voracity to dismem-
making contact, they were toppl; ,m 110 Way succeeding in
Though they attacked again ar?(lij ;n,g,’-off from either side.”’

tions, they did not succeed at all anﬁdfle?l {:Om different direc-

’ ack from his sides.
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pdtruly, 251 think, with their animal instinct they believed
ol lay there by chance and that they were allowed to tear

o pieces with their beaks as they usually did. Yet divine
i sdence indeed saw to it that he was unhar

med and uncor-

of the boy lying there — both intact from th
fested by celestial lights to the view of many - she recognized
e [body] lying there to be of m erits. Withoutgd le
having summoned up a brave spir; -y
shooed the ravens away, said 4 prayer a
ber saviour, and return

nd commended hi
ed home with b =
thanks.

her associates full of

nd anyone who h

ad taken anvythin
fhe detriment of t And bt

away without licence to
e -he fOIC'St‘.“ Ax'xd it so hgppe‘nf;d that either

Of - as I believe — divine will drew his spirit to the place
Where he had observed

the rays of light the previous day. As he
there in that part of the wood, suddenly
n sitting there, who said he had found
i€arby a dead boy. And so, going there, led by that peasant,
Henry came upon a boy, but he did not know who he was or
where from. While he examined him with care to see if he
Might recognize him, Henry noticed that the boy was wounc?ed
and saw in his mouth a wooden instrumf:m of torture. Seeing
also that the boy had been handled with unusual kmdfs ;:f
torment, he began already to suspect from the nature '.(‘: t Lt
wounds that no Christian but oﬂl){a Jew would !“::VE t:lh ‘i‘;‘h
upon himself to kill th‘;t i%nozer:‘tump}t::z :;a§ l:v:; ' r:::;' , g
B ’ - xe . < b ] :
‘:Z;‘.:\i ni?:‘(?&l::ﬁ::ﬂz of the sky, he knew for sure that this

Vas walking here and
€ Came upon a ma
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was the place where the rays f)f light s};l(_)n}f the day before ang
where he had seen rh;m str(.:tch up on blg : ]

What then? Having without doubt C(zjmeﬁ;ph?md- these
things with great wonder, Henry returned an” to , is Wife ang
family all he had discovered. And' after cahmgdlt de'pn?t’ b
i;ﬂ'nrmcd him of the body of some innocent handled in the ¢p.
{lest w: exposed in the wood, and that he [He.nry] very much
dlﬁ?: ‘3’:({’ carry it away from there and bury it in the cemetery
:jf?s;h{; church of Sprowston, {f he ; the pr;lest t—ioa:]d:rhlzedrzgl ;Z
do s0.% And after anxiously discussing suchact on the ); eached
the conclusion that because the feast of Easte

take place on the next day, they should delay tfhehe}'(eijlggg :,f
their plan to the third day, on which the act of their

would be more fittingly accomplished.

[XII] HOW HE WAS
BURIED IN THE WOOD

So the business of burial was delayed, but meanwhile b)cl1 tgejﬁ
telling others of the affair, in this way the rumour resounde o
around and entered the city, striking the hearts of hea‘rers wit

a great deal of astonishment.5” The city was shaken with a ne\g
disturbance and the streets were filled with restless crowds; an

it was already claimed by many that only the Jews could in
such things, especially at that time 58 And so many stood still,
as if shocked by so novel and unusual 4 matter; many ran hither

and thither, above al] boys and youths, and, guided by divine

will, they rushed to the wood in large groups in order to get a
good view. Indeed, they sought and found and identified the
marks of punishments on him

‘ Mm and, having thep considered
the matter with care, certain of them bel;

who had stayed at home came together in gro,

: 1Ps, ap
they heard how things were, they rushed to see. - P%, and when

.. €, and whe, .
(00, returned they testified abour it to others. Ap  they,
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dav and the whole of Easter Day were occupied with
of a0t & and returning in successive throngs, and the whole
?""ple, gm;}ggaged and amazed. Hence zeal of pious fervour
ct‘?ft;:ia:vmone towards the destruction of the Jews; they would
lh[f:e alreadJy laid hands on them, but were held back by fear of
sheriff John, and remained calm for a while.
While things unfolded in the cit
the aforesaid Henry of Sprowsto
were about to execute his plan o
out around the time of prime
the renowned martyr where it st
the spot with his companions —
nspiration — he decided to act d

Y in this way over two days,
n, with his wife and family,
n Easter Monday, and he set
to that illustrious corpse of
Il lay under the sky. Reaching
forewarned, | believe, by divine

ifferently from the plan, because
he feared to execute it without the bishop’s permission. And SO
using a prudent plan, with ag

much reverence as possible, he
buried the body where it had b

een found. But [ think it should
fot remain unsaid that while he [William)|
hapds of those

d then be transferred later from there for the sa_ke
€neration; and though he was translated, divine

8race wished to distinguish him there, too, by many signs of his

Virtues,

XTI} HOW THE PRIEST GODWIN
STROVE TO FIND OUT WHETHER
I'T WAS WILLTAM

as red, it became
ned martyr was buried, beca
pnce the i ne ki ref“}?'w ompanions that the boy William
. » his ¢ : . = . "
known through some ¢ oo it duys mast, Fonally: arses
was in the h'.\%it of visiting the jcw:s in glays _p;u..t.‘ ‘l i h(y;w Fa
ehio tter reached the ears of Godwin the pr‘(}:r,;v " unt
» matte T * boy's a :
of this md_ Strurt. and who was the huslpn_d o‘t t‘c_. i
R “\i‘hl“ rn(:d it for certain from Wilham's friends, .
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out to visit the place on the morrow, Wl;l‘h his son Alexander,
then a deacon, and Robert, the martyr s brothe.r, in the. first
‘nstance to find out more clearly Whether it was him, aqd if so,
to perform immediately the service o_f burial. And since he
could not recognize him unless the soil glaced over hnp was
removed, they decided to dig. And so, while they were digging
and casting out the earth, as they came closer to the bodfy, sud-
denly in front of his face the earth seemed cleax.'l).z to be l} ted.up
from below as if by some powerful force, rising as if l;lelng
pushed out. When they saw this, suddenly great fear and s hoc:
pervaded the hearts of the diggers; they drew back ff‘om tl;erg
and ceased the toil they had begun. But when Fhe priest ca ed
them back, they resumed their purpose with vigour and
attacked the task they had stopped. When the same happene
for the second time, it seemed to them that he was certainly not
dead but alive. Then the priest, shouting, instructed_them to
hurry up, because he believed they might still find him alwz
And as they rushed eagerly and already touched the body wit
the palms of their hands, once the dust was shaken off the face
was revealed and it became clear who it was. .
Brother recognized brother and friends recognized friend.
Brother wept for dead brother; friends bewailed the dead. The
more deeply they had loved him, the more greatly they mourned
him in death. And when they approached closer, they were
exceedingly surprised that despite the fact that so many days
had already passed since the day they suspected of his death,
they smelt no foul smell from him at all. And what was found
to be more worthy of wonder is that although there was no

sweet-smelling flower growing there, nor any herbs, the fra-

grance of spring flowers and of sweet-smelling herbs reached
the noses of those who were present. Wh
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x1v] ON THE PROPHETIC

JSION OF HIS MATERNAL AUNT

\ Godwin the priest returned home he rccounth what had
gpened 1o hus wife Leviva, who was the boy's maternal
Lot At once she squeezed the palms of her hands together
wd broke out in a mighty wailing: ‘It is true,” she said, ‘and the
seam that came to me on the Saturday before Palm Sunday®
18 March 1144] is certainly true, in which the Lord deigned to
gow me in advance and let me know the most certain truth of
that event. For in a night vision 1 saw myself, perchance in the
mddle of the marketplace, when suddenly the Jews charged at
me from everywhere; running they surrounded me as I escaped
gdcaught me as | was encircled. And as they seized me, they
b‘iﬂ my right leg with a club and tore it off the rest of my
e :;‘i:;‘th;)ut delay escaped, and they sgerqed to be tglfing
O b 6 “.ehm- Oh, what a true foretelling in a true vision!
boe il ‘;\i appy 1 would be had the dream I dreamt not
oo s;a Vhen | !t?\d you, my Lord, of that dream, I remem-
bends W{lg, that it would come to pass that soon one of my
o 3“0‘1 be lost through the Jews, one I definitely loved
. _‘“hefs‘. Behold, 1 hear what you have already said to
¢and | am distressed that what you had foretold of the tuture
35 not happened differently.’
rely had she completed these words when a chill pene-
ated her marrow, her face became pale, she lost consciousness
and, as if lifeless, she slipped to the ground into the hands of
those present. After a while the woman rose up, having regained
her strength as the blood flowed again, and at once she lam-
ented with tears her nephew whom she loved best. Truly, from
that day on, and for a long ume, she could hardly contain her

mourning, because she lamented him whom she loved most
tenderly and with all her heart.



BOOK ONg
30

(XV] ON THE MOTHER’S LAMENT

was spreading, the rumour of
In those very days, as the news - " doub
n hed the mother’s ears; without doubt she
her son’s death reache e collane
o h lamentable news and at once collapsed.
was shattered by suc : ined her strength. sh
61 f while, having regained her strength, she
as if dead.®' But after a  ENRNSIN, Ry h oék oo the
ithout delay and hurried to Norwich to s
got up wi indeed, on learning from the accounts
truth of the matter. There, in * 1e2d and baried in the wosd
hat her son was de ‘
0}5 ato pcotf)!ritat her hair, her hands repeatedly clasped, and
$ic at once ’ T E h the streets.*
: : ing and wailing throug i
B - - f her sister, whom we .
Finally, arriving at the house o : ; 4 of he
; na or ner
mentioned, she enquired both of Godwin the pngst a ey
sister about the truth and manner of the affair, but skilled in
learn nothing more for certain, only that he had é‘eg -ty
an unusual manner. Nevertheless, out of many AR £ o
conjectural arguments she was able to conclude that it wgt ™
Christians, but in truth Jews, who had dared tO.COmm‘_th )
cnme in that way. She accepted these speculgtwns wi By
woman’s credulity; and she at once broke out in public wi .‘
abuse of the Jews in word, noisy clamour and formal auuhb
ation. In this way, no doubt, the mother was influenced by the
effect of a maternal Instinct; here was a woman carried away
by feminine and reckless daring. Again, whatever she suspected
in her heart she took to be certan, and whatever she imagined
she asserted, as if she had seen it with her own eyes; she con-
ducted her roaming through small streets and large, and,
EZ’:::}”M by m;:itemal suffering, she accosted everyone with
€ Cries assée » ‘ o .
sries and asserted that her gop, had been seduced by

fraud kidnapped from her by cunni :
' - Y cunning, and s WS
She turned the minds of all in this I . = ind by the Jews

. wards SUSPICIO

of the truth; hence 5t Was Crie the e a
all the Jews should be de
stant enemies of the Chn
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(XVI] HOW THE PRIEST GODWIN
\CCUSED THE JEWS AT THE SYNOD, AND
HOW HE OFFERED HIMSELF TO PROVE By
ORDEAL THAT THEY WERE GUILTY OF
THE DEATH OF THE BOY WILLIAM

rh‘ ‘ S0, silence having been ordered, he began in
fat!;cr:;anncr:. Lord, father and venerable bishop, whose past
¥ care 1s well known - and may it be so for ever - incline

‘hfdlfaf_s of your kindness to our words of complaint. Let the holy
sathering of fellow brothers and priests, which I observe attend-
g the synod, deign

my complain, to receive with a patient ear the sounds\ of
T v On a matter neither small nor ephemeral. Cer-
- € come not so much to pursue a case for myself or my
mily, but rather I come forth to announce an affront recently
COmmitted against all Christians. And so | think that it is not
unknown to your fatherhood, reverend bishop, nor do I take it
' be hidden from many of you, dearest brethren, that a certain
very little boy, altogether innocent, has been found in the wood,
andled in pitiable ways during the week of the Lord’s Passion,
and that he is still buried there without Christian interment. He
Was, in fact, the cousin of my own sons, and because of the kin-
ship that linked us he was very dear to me. Hence, as [ complain
about his death to the kindness of your pity in these words, I can
hardly stop my eyes from crying. But | excglpzftc, first ~at‘1d f?re-
most, all Christians as innocent of the guilt in SO ‘eix_cuabe a
killing; second, 1 accuse the Jews, enemies of tllw i,ihn;n:;n ?z;g:;i
as guilty in this matter, spillers Uf *‘ﬂf"o‘-?fmf b G‘ : t H" . -
come forward to prove my assertion in Ehc§e matters z;t any :me
and place in any scat of judgement of Christian law. Let no ¢



ye BOok ONg
reckon me precipitate or unpreparcd in this matter, fo
not utterly sure of the truth of it I would never have
ward thus far to offer the proof I have pronqnsc;d.
‘And you yourselves can conclude t.hat It 18 50, firstly frop,
what by custom the Jews hanz been (‘)bhged. to do 0(111 tllllese days,
and then from the manner of the pains inflicted an ft e type of
wounds, as well as from the mamfold. agreements o manyfcu;
cumstances. To these and many other highly convincing prfo 50
arguments, Leviva, the maternal aunt .of the bpy hm (l]ues ;22;;;2
added with her most valicli forjw?rgmg,a?; Eau;ss (?fn:ﬁe a0l
er, in tears, who complained of the cr
2;?1;hmessenger of the Jews, who cheatgd he'r gnd led rltlaeirnz.ls:rmai
and abducted her son. In this manner, since it is ?;) ;}:}e use].is On
property is in danger when the nelghbou.rmg ;v:} [d e(; o
fire”,* 1 turn to you as my sole and unique e enhm,I e
before you this complaint the more conﬁdently mlt it
you will not depart in any way from what is true by law o dfgs o
With these words the priest brought his quech to an f?nk 4 i
awaited the bishop’s response in the matter with ears pric Aenc,1 -
eyes fixed to the ground and his mind on tenterhooks. e
everyone was shaken and astonished by the matter, a}rll o
bishop was so agitated by the atrocity of the deed that i;l -
ablaze with a fervour for justice, and they say he answere ;;
priest in this way: ‘Because what you assert as certain truth has

. ; d
not been so far proven to us, we shall take immediate steps to fin

out the reliable truth of the matter. And if it is established as you
claim it to be, you can have it for sure th
ice will not be deflected. Nevertheless, s

just judge to pass judgement on those who have not been seen or
heard, the Jews will be summoned to

morrow, will be tried and, if
tound guilty by the merits [of the case], the appropriate punish-
ment will ensue.” And ¢ ' ‘ :

delayed to the morrow and the b

Ff T were
come for.

at the rigour of our just-
ince it is not right for a

ing once more in the morning,
On that day, at the order of the bishop,

assembled the Jews and proclaimed that

the morrow in front of the bishop and

the dean of Norwich®
they should appear on
$ynod in thijs weighty
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What then? The Jews became agitated and
| her — to the sheriff John as to thejr (‘ 1 they Feturned -
i,elp and advice 1n SO difficult a case, relying o)nnh}{ haven, seeking
which they had ewfaded many dangers on oo 18 }Jr(‘)FeCtion, by
ing thus entered into Consultation, John ‘}’Otcasx(ms, Hav-
qware of the truth of the matter, did not alioﬂtrmg as if he were
at the synod on the next day, but rather scs:n‘/vht'he Jews to appear
bishop to say that the Jews belonged to hj t his own men to the
not answer such trifling charges b C;“_al}d that they would
absence. After the message had beenr}; ArIStians in the king’s
wanting to repeat the complaint of th C(:ilved, and with the priest
the bishop asked Aimar,*” Lord Prj e 1cay before in full synod
3 (§) ’
and other highly learned and O St Pancras [of Lewes]
be attendi most wise men, wh ’
e attending the synod, what th » Who happened to
m such a " ey thought should b
. case. They said unanimously that v; e the answer
pubh‘cly perpetrated against God and gh - violence had been
that it be speedily punished by the r ristian law and advised
Amid : €d by the rigour of canon |
midst all this, the bishop, not i on aw
detracting from the spirit of iilStic War:itlng to seem hasty, nor
tioned enemies of Christ shoul e, judged that the aforemen-
R T should be summoned a second
ird time, lest too great h : cond and
either mod . great hastening of the sentence d
: oderation or the b mxees
b oundary of custom. And
ishop ordered, the d : . And as the
o , the dean did not delay to execute. But wh
e Jews refused to come, the bish el
after the conclusion of th ; ishop consulted the wise men
such 2taase. o n of the syno_d as to what was to be done in
John th h- nd a common opinion was reached to suggest to
! at he should not support the Jews against God and that
d.Peremptory sentence be communicated to them, that if they
kld not come to purge themselves®® very soon, they should
now that they would without doubt be destroyed. Urged on
by these words, John came without delay with the Jews to hear
whart was said against them and appeared in fury in front of the
bishop. Without delay, the oft-mentioned priest [Sturt] arose
and repeated the charge he had already made, and pr().mlsed
that what he had testified in word he would prove without
delay by ordeal.®? On the sheriff’s advice the Jews den;ed th(‘;
crime imputed to them, but asked that over the :ssucfl: ?b€r0:>
by ordeal they be granted some short respite to deliberate.
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While the priest firmly resisted every pretext for delay, yer v
the bishop’s assent [the Jews] went ahead to discuss tl;: c;W;gh
private consultation. The sheriff advised them what ffma: 13
for them to do in such a crisis, since, on the one hand, thzv
judged that the granting of a postponement was unlikely, and
on the other, they feared greatly the proof by ordeal.

As they discussed their dilemma with many salutary speeches,
going Over every aspect appropriately, they found no other sure
way out of such a crisis, nothing more profitable, than post-
ponement and delay. If they had these, they hoped that the
corrupt favour of the king might easily be extracted by wealth
of argument and thereby quash thoroughly the case brought
against them. And so, after most of the day passed in consult-
ation, a message was sent to the bishop that the requested delay
be granted in one way or another. When their requests were
rejected, the angry sheriff left with the Jews, without obtaining
the necessary permission, as is the custom. Since it was unsafe
for them to remain at large, he protected them within the fort-
fication of the castle, until they could be restored to safety and
peace for the future by the royal peace issued in a writ and con-
firmed to them. When it was reported to the bishop and others
who were with him that they had left, because he feare_d to
confront the king and his officials openly, the bishop kept silent
for the time being and reserved his judgement - mterrupted,
but by no means abandoned — to be used afresh at some favour-
able opportunity at a future time.

[XVII] HOW AIMAR, PRIOR OF ST
PANCRAS, SOUGHT A LICENCE TO
TAKE THE BODY OF THE HOLY
MARTYR AWAY WITH HIM
After seeing, hearing and taking note of what had happened,

touched by an inner devotion of the spirit, Aimar, the atoremen-
tioned prior of St Pancras, drew the priest aside and endeavoured
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- d out, fully and caretully, how much could be known from
o find t:)u; the affair. He found out about the manner of the
jum &

jeath, both according to the type of torture and the shape and
qumber of the wounds; he conmderf.:d these details: how el_se
could this most holy boy haye been killed except by the Jews in
anaffront to Christ? Hence, impelled by some inner zeal of piety,
he approached the bishop at once and urgently demanded - with
many prayers — that he be allowed to take the aforementioned
boy away with him. When he did not succeed in his request, it is
said that he answered thart if the boy had been kept at St Pancras
he would not have allowed him to be taken away for any sum of
gold or silver, but rather would have guarded him with the great-
est care, as the most precious of treasures, as one who had been
rightly exalted for his merits and celebrated by a constant cult of
veneration. The prior’s words moved Bishop Everard’s spirit so
much as arguments in favour of a cult, that they ministered to
the holy boy an increase of devotion. Compelled by this, and
nspired by the advice of many, he arranged to have the body of

the most blessed boy brought to the cathedral and buried it in
the monks’ cemetery.

[XVIII] HOW HE WAS CARRIED AND
WASHED AND FOUND TO BE
UNCORRUPTED

And so the bishop chose some of the monks, together with
some members of the clergy, to lay him [William] out; aqd he
directed those chosen to execute the assignment on thj elghtg
calends of May |24 April 1144]. As they fulfilled his ml' ‘erzan :
were already on their way back, so great was }tlhfj multitu Z 0
people that you would think that only a few ‘ a remafne- 1dn
the city. And so, that precious and desired treas‘ur? Was;a;n:l:hé
to the greatest delight of clerg}' and peoplg, was rtc;:n(rle‘ 71 e
venerable chapter of monks in a procession, was le ;:m R
church of the episcopal see, and was placcc.l with its ncrd t:n
front of the altar of the Holy Cross.” The bier was covere Y
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a cloth? and at each of the four corners 5t00d a candelabryy,
on which wax candles burned. A Requiem Mass for the farchéy
was sung solemnly by the monks and the whole church was
full, back and front, with a crowd of townspeople. Finally, afr.,
the celebration of the Mass, he was placcd’- after deliberation, -
between the choir screen” and the monks cbm'r. lest the crowd
pressing to kiss the bier — indeed, pushing with the desire 1o see
the body if possible - would be morc.nf an smpcdm':r;t than 3
help to the brothers at work conducting the n.:qux'rc hl:mzn
ritual of washing.” To be part of such a spectacle was the grear
iov: to stand by, good fortune.
es{x';lz; ts:a; morc?yslf’)me of the brothers were chosen ;g :n;g
the body and, once he was washed, to wrap h;{n in ar:'z , : ,
blessed linen, and so wrapped, to put him onto t hi lt'= ;
before. And so, when they gathered to conduct the servic
enjoined upon them, they undressed the body of mdnmmt:
removed the shoes from the feet and prepared him accor ' :'gdﬂ
the custom of washing the dead. While they washed, a Nh !
occurred, more admirable than any wonder. Although t lﬂ’?d
two days had already passed since his death, he was f@"
whole and intact in all his parts. In the hands of those carrying
him, he appeared so supple in his fingers, arms and other parts
that you would believe him to be asleep rather than dead.

And then something even more astomishing happened,
because while he was being washed fresh blood suddenly
gushed from his nostrils, and this truly astounded the throng o!
bystanders. Those who were attending the ritual removed th_f-'
flowing blood, drop by drop, with linen cloths, and when it
ceased they cleaned the face once more. And those who were
present at this wondrous event later affirmed to us that when
the body was being washed, and above all when the blood
flowed, so remarkable a waft of smell reached their noses that
that very sweetness clearly caused one to understand thar the
Author of this sweetness had truly been present ar the funeral
of the sacred body. What else did the sweetness of divine ——

ence want to indicate to us, but to declare by it how grear was
William’s merit in heaven?

And we have also learned from the reports of those people
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-yt they understood there to be sure and
r K H

~ : public SIgNs of mar-
rdom in him. For one thing, once the

head was washed, when
palms of their hands,

another thing, furthermore,
and every part of the holy
martyrdom committed on
ally, from severa] of the

aCle, since among th
N0t one wag found

Whom it
And ad been

e leaders of the church and its first founders™
who could remember such a coffin, nor by
. brought or when it had been buried there.
I consequence we conjecture that divine providence had
®Pt it intact and unharmed all that time for Saint William.

[XIX] ON HIS BURIAL IN THE
MONKS’ CEMETERY

After all these events were completed, as we have rer'cot{nte.}:i:
and after the commendation of the sou_l was done, as is the
custom with the dead, the community of brothers led the pro-

cession with psalms and chants of praise; the illustrious martyr
-
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followed, to be buried in the inner cemetery.” The cemeter
was filled with thousands of people entering from the other
side by the gate and there was hardly enough space there for all
the entrants. On this side, the monks and clergy celebrated the
solemn burial service with praise of psalmody, and on the other,
the laypeople stood by there with the greatest of joy. Those
who were present, however different they may have been in
lifestyle or sex, were nevertheless all as one as they watched.
After the funeral rite was celebrated and the tomb at the
entrance to the cemetery on the side of the cloister was prop-
erly arranged, the body of the most blessed martyr was taken
down from the bier and placed inside. Once he was put in the
grave, it was possible for the eyes of all to see that he was
wrapped in a robe, and they stayed on to watch for the space
of about an hour. But those who happened to stand closest, as
I later learned from the reports of some of them, happened to
smell there a sweetness of fragrance. In the end, because they
did not have one, they put on top a slab from the other tomb,
which was concave in the middle, and one stone was stuck to
the other with cement. That being finished, and God remaining

there as guardian, the convent of monks returned to the church,

char}tir}g psalms; others indeed returned to their own homes
glorifying God’s great deeds.
Here ends the first book.



