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Despite the low utilisation of Cardiff Airport it continues to create significant unnecessary environmental harm alongside with inefficient use of financial and natural recourses. Although passenger numbers are relatively low comapred to other airports, tha airport still requires regular flights, maintenance and expansion. This has led to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions, noise pollution and the water consumption from the airport, negatively affecting the overall quality of life and air quality in the surrounding areas. 
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The low utilisation of Cardiff airport directly contributes to unnecessary environmental harm. Although Cardiff airport operates below capacity, planes are still flying and emitting high levels of CO2 and NOX regardless of the passenger numbers, meaning that environmental damage is caused without the proportional social or economic benefits of people traveling and visitor spending, therefore emissions are being produces without sufficient justification which raises concerns for the sustainabilty anf efficency of the airports oporation and expanmsion. 
The graph illustates the levels of CO2 emissions both with and without altitude impacts from 1990 to 2023. It shows the increase of emissions up until 2020 and a noticeable decrease from 2023. This is becayse of the reduced air travel during Covid-19. 
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The airport relies on public investment and financial support to maintain the runways and terminals and daily oporations in Cardiff Airport. The funding supports an underused airport which raisies concerns about valkue for money for taxpayers. The Welsh Government invested around £205.2 million into Cardiff Airport over the 10-year period. This investment is an aim to develop sustainable aviation technologies. However, with the little number of passengers this is seen as insufficent funds. Instead, it could be spent on working towards greener and more sustainable alternatives like investing into renewable energy. 
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Maslows heorarchy of needs links to inefficient use of public recources through the safety and esteem needs. The £205.2 million raises concerns about misallocation of public recourses, the econmic security is a safety need. Also, taxpayers may feel undervalues if the expansions do not create the social return of more passengers. When public money and funding are spend in the incorrect way it damages the safety needs of financial security and the esteem through trust and the fairness within decision-making. 

Slide 5
The expansion of WestJet and Cardiff airport has raised concerns for financial loss for the airports future viability. The airport has had a loss of international routes over decades so the introduction of westjest long-haul flights has raised concerns as to whether the demand is sufficient to sustain these routes in the long term..
Long haul flights emit more CO2 and nitrogen oxides from burning more jet fuel than short-haul smaller flights contributing to climate change and local air pollution along flight paths. Flights are also associated with road traffic pollution when there are more passengers travelling to and from the airport. Road traffic increases congestion and further air quality issues in nearby communities and those under the flight paths. 
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Overall, the debate has shown that the for side of the argument agrees that Cardiff Airport is being utilised effectively. The airport works closely with the Guide Dogs charity to provide essential accessibility training for staff and partners with public transport providers to improve integrated rail and bus links. Similarly, Cardiff Airport operates short-haul flights, which allow it to maximise its potential in meeting tourism demand and enable smaller airports to compete with larger aviation hubs. Finally, the for argument states that even though the airport may experience low utilisation, this allows for easier monitoring of waste disposal, energy use, and air quality.
The against side of the argument states that there are limited direct transport links to the airport, highlighting a lack of accessibility for those who rely on them. Additionally, Cardiff Airport is not keeping up with tourism demand due to low passenger numbers and strong competition from other nearby airports. Finally, the against argument suggests that the expansion of WestJet has led to greater environmental harm, with increased greenhouse gas emissions and fumes compared to short-haul flights.
Overall, while the against side of the argument has been seen to be more convincing and stronger, the for side oversees many positives. However, these benefits do not address the airports main issues. The limited direct transport links reduce the accessibility of the airports and weakens the airports competitiveness. Also, the low passenger numbers indicate that the airport is struggling to meet the tourism demand whilst the environmental concerns of greenhouse gas emissions further strengthen the against agreement.




