30.03.2020 Lecture Tasks
Drawing on the lecture and J. Trachetenberg’s chapter, how and in what ways the Jewish body is Satanized in texts and paintings during the Medieval Period?
The Jewish body was Satanized through a collection of recognisable characteristics portrayed in artwork, writing, and sculpture from the medieval era. Each characteristic is linked to Satan or the billy goat, Satan’s supposed favourite animal. Jews were often depicted with goat horns (or a pointed hat to hide said horns), and a ‘goats beard’, or goatee. They were also frequently shown riding a goat backwards. Backwards riding was previously seen as a point of ridicule but morphed into a mark of evil, hence its frequent depiction in medieval descriptions of the Jews. Satan was aligned with the colour red, so the Jewish folk were frequently given red hair and reddish yellow coloured garments in illustrations. They were also frequently described to have a ‘stench’, which could only be cured via baptism. 
The demonization of Jews also lead to rumours and accusations of ritualised murder of Christian boys, their blood supposedly being the only cure for mysterious diseases all Jews had due to their ancestors persecution of Jesus Christ.
3) How is the Jewish body being used in these images?
The Satanized depictions of the Jewish body were used to reinforce the perception of Jews as agents of Satan in popular sentiment. This served to enforce their marginalisation from society and persecution for their faith.
3) What images/text/sculpture has stood out to you most during today’s lecture and why?
The depiction of Fagin from Oliver Twist, I was surprised to hear the description in a story that I knew from childhood. Though I have never read the book, I have seen several different dramatizations of the story, even been in one, and never come across the stigmatized description of Fagin using Satanized Jewish imagery.  I was unaware of how prevalent the satanization of the Jewish body remained beyond the medieval era (with the exclusion of Nazi Germany). 
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