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	NAME: Olivia MEEKS

	STUDENT ID No: 2117923

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
INTRODUCTION:

Title: Assessing the psychological, social, and cultural responses of the British public towards sex offenders and effective mitigation and management policing strategies.

I propose this dissertation title to analyse how psychological, social, and cultural factors impact the British public’s perception of sexual offenders, as well as to investigate what mitigation and management policies are in place that the police are actively using to safeguard sexual offenders. I will gather the opinions of experts and assess the adequacy of these current measures and identify potential areas for improvement to inform a set of informed recommendations.

I have chosen this title as this subject is one of the main reasons why I have joined the police. I find the factors influencing sexual offences and the individuals that commit these offences extremely interesting, and I believe it is important to gain a better understanding of sexual offences and the offenders to help prevent the crimes from being committed in the first place. I believe this topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because this topic is of current relevance to modern society, as children become more vulnerable in an increasingly digital environment. I also seek to understand why this is a complex policing challenge as well as to better understand the psychological, social, and cultural factors that result in vehement public responses, which will help me identify effective mitigation and management strategies. Finally, I have chosen this topic because this subject will better prepare myself in my career for potentially dealing with challenges of this nature.

After some preliminary research and reading, I have found that societies perceptions of sexual offenders are often more likely to be punitive than towards other crimes or types of offenders, as repulsion and fear are often closely linked to social and cultural norms and values.  (King, 2016). Perceptions of other stereotypes such as unmarried men more likely to be sexual offenders is an attitude that is still present in modern society. The idea that sex offenders should be managed and punished more severely is also documented as a common perception amongst the public (Harper and Hogue, 2014).

Society’s fear and negative stereotyping of sex offenders has been reinforced by media sensationalising and further depicting sex offenders as ‘monsters’; sexually depraved and dangerous to society (Zatkin, J, et al. 2021). These influences have therefore impacted the way in which society believe sex offenders should be punished, which is usually more severe than other crimes (Rothwell, M, et al. 2021).

There is naturally a lot of negative stigma attached to offenders associated with sexual crimes. The families of sexual offenders may also face this negative stigma and public shaming even if they have chosen to remove the offender from their lives (Trahan, A, et al. 2021). For some communities, sexual offences against children and sexual offences in general are the most shameful and therefore the guilt and burden associated with these crimes is often carried by the family of the offender (Hamzah, 2021). How policing strategies can focus on helping families of offender’s deal with such consequences will be a focus of this dissertation, as well as dealing directly with the offender themselves. 

Sexual offender programmes that involve multiple agencies are often used to manage sex offenders and mitigate any possible re-offending, such as programmes used in prisons to rehabilitate offenders (Blagden, N, et al. 2014). The police and other agencies that work alongside sex offenders to keep them safe once in the public and to manage their behaviour and reoffending will often face scrutiny from the public because of the nature of the crime (Harris, A, et al. 2016).

Therefore, it is a delicate balance of understanding society’s perceptions and expectations, alongside managing sexual offenders and their rehabilitation within the community, with the input of specifically design programmes, process, and assessments to use to reduce sex offenders’ chances of re-offending (Hanson, K, et al. 2015). Psychological, social, and cultural factors all play a role in this, even changing significantly over time and between different groups. This dissertation will evaluate current mitigation and management strategies to highlight those that are deemed effective, and those that perhaps could be updated and improved. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

My objectives for this research topic are the following:
· To identify what current mitigation and management policies are in place to manage sexual offenders in the public.
· To assess the psychological, social, and cultural responses of the British public and analyse how these factors affect their perception of sex offenders.
· Engage with current experts and gather their opinion of the effectiveness of current mitigation and management measures.
· Identify and explore potential changes and/or updates to these strategies to inform a subset of focussed recommendations.
· To evaluate and explore any current research that opposes or sides with my topic and to outline any potential research that may undermine or add value to my topic.
· To discuss the research that opposes and sides with my topic and form an overall conclusion.

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

So far, I have found online journals and textbooks that have been selected from a range of online libraries and universities to be extremely helpful in my initial reading and research, such as Psychology, Crime & Law from Taylor and Francis Online, Criminology & Criminal Justice from Sage Journals and Forensic Psychology from Science Direct to be particularly helpful to my initial reading and research. I will continue to utilise online literature sources and databased to inform my research.

I am anticipating that research relating to the psychological, social and cultural factors affecting public perceptions of sex offenders will be developed, particularly in the areas of Criminal Psychology and Social Sciences. I am also assuming that there will be sufficient literature in the public domain that will allow me to understand the current ‘state of play’ with regards to mitigation and management strategies, and perhaps also some critical analysis of its effectiveness, i.e., with supporting statistics. 

The need for more research of this type relates back to how perceptions are constantly changing over time and between different groups. Existing research may become out of date, or not apply to specific groups of interest. This is therefore an area that should continue to be researched by different people to provide different perspectives and opinions, and I deem it a worthy topic for my undergraduate dissertation. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:

I am going to be using online searches for academic papers, online reports and articles from reputable academic libraries and sources that I can access through the university portal, as well as free to use open sources. 

I will also aim to interview police officers in a semi-structured manner, who are currently working alongside sex offenders to gain their personal opinions on why they feel psychological, social, and cultural factors impact the British public’s perception of sexual offenders and what mitigation and management policies are currently in place and do they work. 

I feel this combination of research methods is well suited to my topic because there is already a lot of research available which can corroborate my research. The project will also attempt to provide a balanced view of academic perspectives, objective data (e.g., statistics) and the subjective views of experts ‘on the ground’. To manage any ethical considerations, research and interviewing officers using anonymity and not disclosing personal information is the safest and most secure way to reduce the risks associated with sensitive information.
 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I intend on asking GWENT POLICE police officers who are actively working in divisions that focus on sex offenders. The participation of the officers will be based around a semi-structured interview. I wish to gain the officers’ personal opinions as to why they think why psychological, social, and cultural factors impact the British public’s perception of sexual offenders, and what mitigation and management policies are in place that the police are actively using to safeguard sexual offenders, and if these measurements work. 

No personal information regarding the participants will be disclosed as officers will be interviewed anonymously. No personal details will be disclosed regarding victims or subjects as the questions will not focus on specific cases but general opinions on the processes and strategies in place. I will not be seeking any perspectives from any other professionals in the field of sexual offenders. I believe that interviewing police officers that are currently working alongside sex offenders while managing the public will be most suited to my research is because they are working so closely in this field, face to face with offenders, victims, and the public. This will also provide a balance and help to highlight any similarities or differences to the academic research, helping to provide a ‘bottom up’ perspective from those involved day-to-day.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

An ethical form has already been submitted in support of this proposed dissertation title and research methods. No significant issues were highlighted, and normal research best practice will be followed, e.g., anonymising the responses of participating interviewees and controlling data appropriately in line with University and Gwent Police policies. 


	TIME SCALE:

Each stage of my research will take me to submission date in July 2024. The dissertation will be conducted in a staged process as already defined by the course. 
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