f_.

{OW u“‘-»QE&@w 1PN S

Is Virtue Ethics an Effective Ethical Theory to Deal with the Environmental Dilemmas that we Face
in Modern Society?

This thesis will examine contemporary Virtue Ethics, evaluating its use as an ethical theory,
particularly in its effectiveness in dealing with ethical problems regarding the environment.
Consequently, the value of Virtue Ethics will be judged on its practical merit: can living in a way that
cultivates good moral character lead to actions that will effectively identify, judge, and deal with the
environmg_r_‘nta! rgl:élllems thab\a( La%efg” faced with, whilst not worsening or creating human
inequalitﬂl I _rgg%o this laispégt}egarding equality, because the climate issue is also a
humanitarian issue, and thginequalities between people should not be overlooked or sacrificed
when addressing environmental issdes.” This thesis seeks to determine whether Virtue Ethics is the
best suited ethical theory to navigate this.

The first area to be examined is Environmental Ethics, an incredibly relevant 3pet topic dealing with

pressing issues in modern society. To do this, we shall look at Environmental Ethics since the 1970s,

to understand how modern Environmental Ethics has evolved. Until the 1970s, philosophy dealt very

little with environmental problems. Since then, as awareness of the harmful effects of human

activity towards the environment increased,? these issues began to be discussed in more depth by
philosophers. Now, especially with growing climate concerns,® environmental issues have been more

present on the ethical agenda and have evolved into a variety of views. For example, there are those

who approach the issues from an anthropocentric perspective, and those who have an opposing .
biocentric view, but all these views generally recognise that there is a need to consider the / &199(
environment, even if the motives behind these considerations vary.

Crucial to this discussion is understanding how dominant Western views interact with the natural

world. This relationship between humankind and nature that is required for an effective approach to
environmental ethics clashes with the dominant Western view.* Under the general Western ethic

that society lives by, some actions are classed as permissible even though they cause harm to the
environment.®> Given that concern for the environment is integral to life on Earth, there is a need to

look at the accepted ethical systems that we live by, and adjust, or completely reformulate them.® v
The second area relevant to this thesis is Virtue Ethics, which is rooted in Aristotle’s Nicomachean <f J* Al
Ethics’, although it has been developed since then to be acceptable for contemporary moral

thought.? This approach relies on the concept of virtues and their opposing vices. It is about

practicing the virtues, whilst avoiding acting in accordance with the vices.? Virtue Ethics supposedly

does not give explicit instructions on how to act in particular situations, though some believe it gives
guidance on which course of action would carried out by a virtuous character, thus is the preferred

course of action.'” This is often presented as a weakness, however | will explore whether the

‘converse is true. This arguably gives the theory a subtlety and flexibility that is necessary for dealing

with the nuances of morality. The nature of this subtlety is that we are told what we ought to
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consider, leaving the final decision and action up to us based on what we deem fit for the
circumstances.'" Indeed, to not have this element of subtlety would be an oversimplification of
moral decisions.*?

H

Oww&\fhis thesis will ask whether the approach Virtue Ethics provides, over utilitarianism and
deontological ethical theories,™ is the best suited approach when dealing with environmental issues.
Is Virtue Ethics the best approach to guide action on Environmental Ethics? To answer this, Virtue
Ethics will be compared to other mainstream ethical theories, to establish if it is the most suitable.
Furthermore, Virtue Ethics will be put to the test in a series of hypothetical environmental problems.
By doing this, it will be established whether or not it is a fitting theory to be used in dealing with
Environmental Ethics.
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