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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In this task I will be looking at the relevant legislation, National, local and organisational policy and procedures concerning Safeguarding adults as this is not my main area of work.
The statutory guidance in Wales for safeguarding adults comes from the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014). This legislation provides the framework and responsibilities for reviewing and improving adult protection procedures and their polices in Wales (Welsh, Government, 2014). This provides professionals with a framework to protect adults at risk in need of safeguarding and what options are available to them to protect adults that need protection from harm. 
The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014 defines an adult at risk as a person who is experiencing or at risk of experiencing abuse or neglect.  The Local authority requires to safeguard them from abuse or harm and if an adult is in need of safeguarding from harm then the local authority may apply for an adult protection and support order.
This order allows the local authority access to be able to speak to the individual in a private setting without the perpetrator being present, it also allows the local authority to ensure that the individual is making a decision of their own free will and has the mental capacity to do so.
There are five main components of what is classed as abuse against an adult and these are; sexual, financial, emotional, psychological and physical. These types of abuse can be self-inflicted for example self-neglect, or this can be abuse inflicted by another adult for example domestic violence (Social Care Institute for Excellence, 2015).
If an adult is at risk of abuse or ham from information gathered, then the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act places a duty on professionals to make enquiries. 
Professionals would need to follow the guidelines set out by the Wales Safeguarding Procedures to ensure that the adult is seen, spoken to and safeguarded from harm (Wales Safeguarding Procedures Project Board, 2019).
When safeguarding adults’ practitioners also need to consider their mental capacity (The Mental Capacity Act 2005). The main purpose of the Mental Capacity Act is to promote and safeguard decision making within a legal framework. This is in order to empower individuals to make decisions for themselves wherever possible, and by protecting people who lack capacity by providing a flexible framework.
‘There are five principles in the Mental Capacity Act; to assume the person has capacity unless proven otherwise, to not treat the individual as incapable of making a decision because their decision may seem unwise, always do things or take decisions for people without capacity in their best interest and before doing something to an individual or making a decision on their behalf, consider whether the outcome could be achieved I a less restrictive way’ (Social Care Wales, 2023).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

In this task I will be reflecting between Safeguarding in adults and children social work practice.

There are many differences and similarities within the two areas for example children and adults have different needs and different responsibilities in order to keep themselves safe.
The differences are in regard to capacity, choice and consent.
A similarity between the safeguarding adults and children are that the processes and procedures. For example, the voice of both the child and the adult are vitally important when it comes to safeguarding and assessing risk (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). 
As social workers we need to ensure that the child and adult feel empowered during assessment and that we listen to their wishes and feelings. This demonstrates person centred practice and ensures that the individual is at the centre of their care and support, these are fundamentals in social work practice.

Children safeguarding procedures are black and white in comparison to adults due to adult’s abilities and their right to make unwise decisions, if the adult is deemed to have mental capacity. There are clearer protocols when it comes to assessing risk to a child for example, if a child is believed to be at risk of significant harm this will instigate child protection procedures. The Children Act 1989 gives the local authority and police power to initiate safeguarding procedures e.g., a Police protection order and Emergency protection order. This is where the local authority can legally move a child from their family home. 
If an adult has been assessed as lacking mental capacity, then the local authority has power to section the individual under the Mental Health Act (1983) in order to safeguard them from harm or risk of significant harm.
However, if an adult is deemed to have mental capacity, then they can state that they do not wish to receive a service and therefor the case would be closed.

Legislation around children safeguarding is clear and has measurable outcomes, adults’ legislation is not as clear. There are set time scales and duties placed on social workers whereas in adults safeguarding does not have the same level of guidance. 
Legislation around children safeguarding emphasises the duty on not only the local authority but also on public to report any reasonable cause to suspect if a child is at risk of abuse or neglect however this duty is not posed on the public regarding reporting of adults who are at risk of abuse.
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