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Background

In 2020, the coronavirus virus (COVID-19) pandemic spread globally. Coronavirus virus will be referred to as covid-19 throughout this paper. The impact of the pandemic was felt across the globe, as of February 2023 there have been 6,850,594 confirmed deaths because of the virus (World Health Organisation, 2023). The response to the pandemic, saw countries worldwide implement a series of measures designed to control the spread of the virus. Social distancing measures were introduced by many governments between March and April 2020, focusing upon slowing the transmission of the virus (Chiesa, et al, 2021). 
The pandemic and the responses to it, impacted all aspects of society. This study will explore the impact covid-19 had upon crime in the UK (United Kingdom) with specific focus placed upon domestic abuse. Critical analysis of the changes displayed within domestic abuse incidents during that time will be undertaken. Research into the public perception of domestic abuse in the South Wales area will be carried out with the aim to gather and analyse data with specific emphasis placed upon the police response to domestic abuse incidents. 
Crime patterns in England and Wales between April and May 2020 showed a 32% reduction which excluded fraud and computer misuse. This is a significant reduction which coincided with a period which saw the most restrictive social distances measures in place (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Theft offences, such as theft of individual property and domestic burglary reduced, which may have been a result of changes in the behaviour patterns of the population as lockdown restrictions were adhered too. 
In comparison police recorded a 9% increase in incidents flagged as domestic abuse related between March and June 2020 (Office for National Statistics, 2020). The definition of domestic abuse will be explored in more detail within the Literature Review Chapter of this study. 
Bradbury-Jones and Isham (2020) suggest that an increase in domestic abuse was a negative consequence of the measures put in place to combat covid-19. The drastic changes imposed upon the lives of the general population changed patterns of behaviour. Family units were under increased stress when confirmed to the home environment, support services were limited and harder to access this increased the prevalence of domestic violence during this time (Gok, et al, 2020, p612). 
The argument that covid-19 increased domestic violence incidents in the UK can be called into question. There has been a steady increase in domestic-related recorded crime in England and Wales, an increase of 6% confirmed in March 2021. This increase may be a result of improved crime recording processes, and increased victim disclosure (Office for National Statistics, 2021). Hohl and Johnson (2021) support this theory, arguing that covid-19 acted a catalyst for exposing a domestic abuse crisis that was already in place. Rather than creating the crisis it provided increased opportunities for perpetrators to conceal abuse and made it harder for victims to seek help. 
In 2021, His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services (HMICFRS) praised the police service and the way in which it addressed the challenges of the pandemic, showing innovation and flexibility in front line practices. However, it concedes that this may have been a result of focus being shifted away from competing offences such as theft. This theory is supported by the HMICFRS (2014) following a report into the police response to domestic abuse. The report summarised that although there had been improvement in the way police responded to domestic abuse at the time, the issue remained a “poor relation” in contrast to other policing priorities. Therefore, the reduction in other offences because of covid-19 lockdown measures, afforded the police service time to focus upon domestic abuse responses. 
Public perceptions of the police and their response to the pandemic outlined by the Office for National Statistics (2020) are positive. Two-thirds of adults provided positive feedback in relation to the police response in their local area, 49% felt that the police were doing a good job and 20%, one fifth of adults felt the police had been excellent in their response. In contrast just 6% of adults felt that the police response was poor. However, these statistics are generic and have not specifically focussed on one area of crime. This study will gather and analyse data in relation to the public perception of the police response to domestic abuse during the pandemic in South Wales and will help to address the research gap in this area. 





Research aim and objectives

Aim
The overall aim of this study is to explore the public perceptions of the police response to domestic abuse incidents during the covid-19 pandemic. The specific objectives of this research are to do the following:
Objectives
1: Evaluate critically current literature in relation to the impact of covid –19 upon domestic abuse incidents.
2: Evaluate the public perception of the police response to domestic abuse incidents in the South Wales area. 
3: Formulate recommendations in relation to the police response to domestic abuse incidents in the South Wales area.


Research methods and timescales

This study will adopt a mixed methods strategy using a review of relevant literature (objectives 1 and 2) and the collection of empirical data through use of a questionnaire. The questionnaire will be aimed at the general population with the focus placed upon gathering public perception data in relation to the police response to domestic violence during the covid-19 pandemic (objective 3). 
The collection of primary data using a questionnaire will enable a wide group of respondents to be targeted, which should result in a sizable amount of quantitative data to be collected in a brief period (Bartram, 2019, p1). Formulating carefully grounded questions to develop a wider understanding of a specific topic is a critical element of the research process (Alvesson and Sandberg, 2013, p1). Therefore, the design of the questionnaire will consider the impact of ethics and the welfare of the respondents during the design process.
The dissertation proper will include a chapter entitled ‘Research Methods.’ The full details of the research methods that will be used for this study will be explored within that chapter, this will include a critically examination of the merits and limitations of each method, alongside a justification for its use. 
The secondary data will come from journals (e.g., Journal of Public Health) primarily from 2020 to present, statistical data (e.g., Office for National Statistics). Information from a wide range of qualitative sources will be utilised throughout. Studies that explore multiple sources are of a higher quality in contrast to studies that use fewer data sources (Huey, 2021, p57). The use of secondary research data seeks to provide an in depth understanding of the impact covid-19 had upon domestic abuse. The police response to domestic violence incidents during this time will also be explored.
The expected timescales for this study, from finalising the dissertation proposal to the conclusion of the paper and final submission are outlined within Table 1. 
Table 1 Project timescales 
	Activity
	Duration (in weeks)
	Month

	Proposal
	4
	March

	Literature review
	9
	March -May

	Research methods
	7
	May-June

	Data collection
	6
	June-July

	Findings
	3
	July

	Conclusion
	4
	August

	Introduction
	3
	August-September




Beneficiaries of this research

This research study will help key stakeholders to formulate funding decisions in relation to domestic violence support and to assist in the process of targeting appropriate resources for domestic violence initiatives. This is supported by Abrams (2021) who argues that police resourcing decisions should be made with consideration given to pandemic-related changes to crime patterns and quantity. 
Academically this study will advance the understanding of the interrelationship between globally health crises and crime patterns with a specific focus upon domestic violence. 
In addition to providing a deeper understanding of the impact of the pandemic itself, research concerning this topic with specific focus placed upon the police response to domestic abuse during the pandemic may assist the police service to improve its services. Abrams (2021) reiterates the importance of research being conducted within this area, may be of value to police forces as they continue to provide a response to the pandemic.
This research study is necessary because the impact of domestic abuse, has the ability reach across every area within society. Domestic abuse victimisation is not gender specific, however in a lifetime 1 in 3 females will experience domestic abuse (The World Health Organisation, 2021). The volume of victims alone poses a challenge for the police service, in the year ending March 2021 there were 845,734 victims of domestic abuse in England and Wales (Office for National Statistics, 2021). The implementation of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 will cost between £247 to £300 million per year once imbedded, the impact assessment associated with the act, has shown that if there is only a 0.3% reduction in domestic abuse because of this act then the benefits will outweigh the cost implication (Home Office, 2022). The need for such financial commitment by the UK government to combat domestic abuse, supports the requirement for continued research in this area. 

Ethics    

The quality of research is strengthened by ethical guidelines, researchers are governed by a set of standards which are regulated by institutional processes (Tangen, 2013). This is further supported by Smit Sibinga (2018) who links ethics to improved research quality and the development of researcher qualities, as they become more ethically sensitive during the research process. 
This research study will be conducted in line with the five core principles of transparency, confidentiality, voluntary, do no harm and impartiality. A questionnaire will be used as a method of gathering data from the public within the South Wales Area. Social media will be used as a platform for the questionnaire. 
The questionnaire will include an information section, which will provide respondents of how the data will be used and retained. Respondents will not be required to disclose any data protected information. The questionnaire will be designed for anonymous contributions. Respondents will be asked for their consent to use the data provided and will be given the opportunity to opt out of the research at any time.
Vulnerable groups will not be targeted by the questionnaire, however given the emotive nature of the subject, respondents will be provided with a list of domestic abuse support services. This support strategy has been highlighted as an appropriate method of minimising risks of harm to respondents through the distribution of support information (Wiles, 2012). No identifying material will be included within the questionnaire, this will remove any bias during the data evaluation process. 
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