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Adverbial sentences

 Predicate is adverbial phrase or adverb

 *Katharina is in China. (form of “be” as 
auxiliary verb needed)

 In Egyptian – no form of “be” or equivalent 
required → non-verbal sentence

 Adverbial sentence = sentences with adverbial 
or prepositional predicates



Forms

 Subject – predicate

◼ Xr.wt=k m pr=k (Peas BI,124) – Your 

possessions are in your house.

 Sometimes reversed: Predicate – subject

◼ n kA=k jnw n sx.t (Bersheh I, pl20) – For 

your Ka is the produce of the field.

 Adverbial sentences have no incorporated tense – can be 
present, but also past and future

◼ Your possessions will be in your house.



Particle jw
 ME – adverbial sentences with just subject + 

adverbial predicate = rare

 Most introduced by particle jw
 Meaning? Not translated

◼ Used before nominal subject, demonstrative pronoun 
or suffix
 jw m(w).t m Hr=j mjn

◼ Death is in my side today.

 jw nA m sbAy.t 
◼ This is an instruction.

 jw=f m a.t
◼ It is in a room.



Other particles

 Change nuance of sentence – means 
something slightly different

 Like jw = used before nominal subject or 
demonstrative pronoun 

 But use dependent pronoun instead of suffix

 As only dependent or suffix-pronoun used in 
ME adverbial sentences, particle nearly 
always needed → subject to adverbial 
predicate



Other particles



Other particles



Forms of adverbial sentences

 AS of identity

 AS of possession

 AS with preposition r

 AS without subject

 Interrogative adjectives / adverbs as predicate



AS of identity

 Subject identified through prepositional phrase using 
preposition m

 m=k tw m mnjw You are a 
herdsman.

(lit. behold, you (are) in a herdsman.)

 m – here in the sense of in the function of rather than as in
meant spatially

 Required or temporary identity

◼ In contrast to nominal sentence jnk Ra



AS of possession

 Egyptian has not equivalent to have

 Either nominal sentence with nb – lord

◼ jnk nb kA.w I have cattle (lit.: I am the owner / lord of cattle)

 OR (more often) adverbial sentence

◼ Lit. He is under the land of the Asiatics and we are under 
Egypt.

 Usage of “in the hand” m-a
◼ Xr.wt=j m-a=j I have my possessions.

(lit.: My possessions are in my hand.)
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