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This essay will discuss the progress and plans for my dissertation; ‘The myth of 66? – A cultural analysis of England’s relationship with its World Cup triumph of 1966’. It will examine the reasons behind the choice of topic, issues along the way, the research undertaken and the form the chapters of the project will take. Also mentioned will be plans for further research and the goals moving towards the dissertation plan in January. 
The reason for the choice of topic is a life-long interest in football and an academic interest in the field of sport history. The original plan for the project involved a more thorough examination of the FIFA World Cup in the twentieth century, in aid to find links between the tournaments and the effects on the countries that hosted them. This soon changed given the lack of words to properly analyse the number of tournaments in depth. The next stage of planning the essay involved narrowing the number of tournaments to four; 1966, 1934 in Mussolini’s Italy, 1978 in Argentina during the military junta and the French success of 1998 that united the country with its ethnically diverse winning team. The reason for selecting these four events was that they all were won by the host nation and all had a deep cultural impact on that country. The advantage of this plan was the possibility for comparison between the events over a period of just over sixty years. Research into the tournaments was interesting and informative but during the research it became clear that the opportunity for the greatest level of analysis would come with just one event being the focus. The choice for the event was straightforward, given the nature of the cultural impact of 1966 and England’s success, meaning I already had both knowledge and an interest in the subject as well. The previous plans involving other tournaments would have had the advantage of being able to compare the different issues, but it would have lacked the depth necessary for a project like this. This was possibly an early overestimation of 10,000 words and how much information I would need. This new topic allows for a much more balanced and detail study. 
The research for the project has been largely successful so far. The advantage with this topic is that any portrayals of the event or the people involved are primary source material, giving me a rich variety to choose from. In this sense, the details of the tournament and victory itself are not important, what I am focusing on is the way the event is remembered and portrayed. During the summer I was able to read plenty and decide what I wanted to focus on, which was fortunate given that the details of the essay changed multiple times. I think that this has saved me time because otherwise these months would have been spent being undecided on the content of the project. It was surprising to see the amount of secondary content on the subject also, with hugely helpful texts such as England and the 1966 World Cup: A Cultural History, along with National Identity and Global Sports events forming much of the early research and allowing for a structure to form. Autobiographies from the players involved are of course hugely valuable as they have offered a chance to compare the ‘myths’ that have formed around the event to be scrutinised more closely. Various documentaries have proved useful also as the different form to a book allows for a different portrayal of the event. Particularly helpful was a trip to the National Library in London during the summer which allowed me the chance to request several source materials at once. Included in this were books with a collection of essays such as 1966 and not all that, with one contribution about the Scottish relationship with 1966 being particularly interesting and helpful. This was a welcome opportunity as I spent much of the summer in Scotland, and materials on England winning the world cup were not as easily accessible. Modern newspaper articles are a worthwhile source when looking at opinion articles and obituaries to add depth to the portrayal of individuals. Documentaries have also been valuable, but the nature of a broadcast means the level of detail is not the same as with a book, instead the methods used to portray an individual or the event are the most important, particularly as a television program will often reach a greater audience than an academic analysis or collection of essays. Given my long-standing interest in the subject, analysing and critiquing all of these sources is something I feel comfortable and confident in doing. 
The structure of the essay will be in the form of three individual chapters. The first chapter will deal with the contemporary considerations when looking at the tournament, given that it took place just over twenty years after the second world war. The decade of the 1960’s is a hugely in interesting turning point in British culture because it involves the connection of the past of recession and rationing with the more optimistic and colourful times ahead for people in Britain into the future. Also critical in this discussion is the spectre that the war still had in the country and how this manifested itself during the tournament, especially given that the final took place against West Germany. Also, within this chapter will be discussion of the state of Football in the decade, including analysis of the coverage the tournament received both on television and in print media. This allows for analysis of the event in the context of the time and why this has contributed to the memory, and ‘myth’ that surrounds it. This also allows us to ask a crucial question in the context of the study, in whether the perception of the victory of 1966 was the most significant contributor in the changing nature of Football in England into the 1970’s and beyond.  The second chapter will explore the personal stories of manager Sir Alf Ramsey and captain Bobby Moore. Given the hugely celebrated nature of the team’s success these are of course respected figures but their difficulties in the decades that followed and in terms of their reputations they continue still to this day, offer the opportunity for a genuine analysis. Booby Moore as a much-loved figure, and perhaps never had the role he deserved after the tournament but since his death he has become an almost saintly figure in English Football. For the analysis of Moore, I will compare the portrayals of him in both Dickinson’s The Man in Full and the 2016 film Bobby. There are significant sources in which to analyse Ramsey, particularly useful have been the book Sir Alf: A Major Reappraisal by Leo McKinstry and a BBC documentary from 1967 about Ramsey’s role as England manager. The significance of the figures allows for a comparison regarding the legacies they have both left in British culture. The third chapter will focus on the representations of the triumph in popular culture and the modern relationship the country has with the events of 1966. This allows for an examination of the way the victory has been interpreted by different generations and how popular culture has simplified certain aspects of it and shaped our collective memories. These chapters form a good structure from which to tackle the main question, although these are not beyond further changes. It is not until I begin writing that I will discover which narratives are proving the best to write about and which are not as successful. Given the changes that have occurred already when planning the project, it is possible that the form of the essay will be altered again, for instance with the amount of material available for the second chapter it is possible that this can take up more of the essay. 
The target in the next few months with the project is to at least have a fully drafted chapter ready to be discussed my dissertation supervisor. There is enough research collected so far that can be used to fulfil this aim and provide a platform moving into the new year. I will also be preparing for the dissertation presentation in January, which will reflect the progress I will have made since this plan. When looking at further research to undertake, the source which I have not yet explored fully is the newspaper archives, which has been difficult in previous months in terms of gaining access easily. This is not essential but will be beneficial perhaps in adding a slightly broader picture in chapter one. Also, it would be beneficial to find more instances of the event being mentioned in popular culture in order to provide a clear picture of this. The ITV series Tina and Bobby for example was a valuable source, as it was a program broadcast on terrestrial television that deals with the event, but also can link back to the discussion in chapter two about Moore personally. An additional insight into the German perspective on 1966 would be valuable especially given chapter one and the discussion planned for that section. This is important because it also allows for a comparison with the English perception and for interpretation as to why this is the case. What is most important now however is organising the existing research coherently into chapters and to begin forming the essay. I also need to organise and prepare the presentation scheduled for the new year. At this time, I am not sure of the exact date, but it would make sense to be prepared with a rehearsed presentation when I return in the new year. The nature of presenting this information requires a different sort of analysis, one where I outline the main reasons for the research succinctly before moving on to the general method of research and planning that I have undergone. I have improved in presenting over the last few years, but it will also be crucial to practice as much as possible and to have a presentation that is informative but also flows well for those that do not have an interest in Football as an academic subject. 
Overall, planning the project has been an enjoyable and rewarding experience. The research I conducted in the summer had enabled me to have a plan in place, especially given the first two blocks of teaching. The structure of the essay is planned out at this point, with room to adapt if certain narratives become stronger when writing up the essay. There is room for more research to complete certain arguments but enough that has been done so far to meet the short-term targets of completing a chapter and planning the presentation by the end of the calendar year. By focusing purely on 1966 it has allowed me the opportunity to focus on certain stories which can justify individual and focused but come together for a coherent analysis of the nature of the ‘myth’ of 1966. 
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