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[bookmark: _Toc159981028]Thesis and Achievement
The book "The Letter Collections of Nicholas of Clairvaux" Written by Forrest J. Wahlgren-Smith, highlights the significance of the letters and the life of Nicholas of clairvaux as a medieval monastic culture scholar It succeeds in working on two levels since it provides valuable research material about Nicholas's letters and also describes Nicholas's influence and importance as a Cistercian figure in history
[bookmark: _Toc159981029]Summary
Wahlgren-Smith's book constitutes timeless extracts of Nicholas's letters mashed up with occasional English translations The two parts of the book Clairvaux Collection" and "Champagne Collection" are the artistic expressions of the spirit of the medieval monasteries, including the process of the creation of manuscripts and the book culture, as well as challenges faced by devoted seekers of transcendence[footnoteRef:1]. The book introduces the person of Nicholas by telling a lot about his biography. It determines the existence of the sources and what influenced them and he chooses themes of his letters. Appendixes fill in the gaps most times with more varieties and text options. His thoroughness, while thought-provoking, also offers a holistic overview of Nicholas’s impact on the monastic milieu; hence, the book is a desirable material for specialists and enthusiasts interested in medieval monasticism. [1:  ‘The Letter Collections of Nicholas of Clairvaux - ProQuest’ <https://www.proquest.com/openview/b71704cde7e13e4d8ea23741896dfa1a/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=36851> [accessed 27 February 2024].] 

[bookmark: _Toc159981030]Strengths
The book stands out for the delicate work and translation performed in order that the ways Nicholas wrote and jokes, are accurately translated. In terms of style, Wahlgren-Smith's text is impeccable and the note footnotes facilitate understanding even among such diverse groups as students and researchers[footnoteRef:2]. The verification of the book taking place through footnotes, bibliography and such references is absolute. It is an important milestone in the study of the Middle Ages in terms of its contribution to cylindrical historiography and Medieval letters. [2:  Lena Wahlgren-Smith, ‘Letter Collections in the Latin West’, in A Companion to Byzantine Epistolography (Brill, 2020), pp. 92–122 <https://brill.com/downloadpdf/book/edcoll/9789004424616/BP000012.pdf> [accessed 27 February 2024].] 

[bookmark: _Toc159981031]Weaknesses
Although, the appendices of the book provide significantly useful information the weaving of the text into an appendix can be better. Those readers, whose mind relies on visual illustrations, might find this absence limiting, as without visuals they would hardly have the full picture of medieval letter-writing etiquette and monastic life.
[bookmark: _Toc159981032]Assessment
On the whole, the author deserves credit for writing this book being an informative scholarly piece that overviews Nicholas's life and works. Taking care of editing, translation, and annotation is the scholarship and students of medieval times must have a certain need. Even though the book has some very minor shortcomings, they are not enough to alter seriously its particular contribution to the sphere. In evaluating the book, I highlight the adequacy of the work as a piece of scholarly writing with a few points to appreciate extensively as well. First of all, Wahlgren-Smith's edit and translators make sure he shares it partly with the authentic work of Nicholas there which makes the reader feel some new breath in medieval monastic culture[footnoteRef:3]. The introduction contains a complete overview and gives the necessary background about Nicholas of Cusa's life, friends, family and the general environment of the twelfth-century monastic system. Moreover, Wahlgren-Smith's prose style is clear and eloquent invites readers ranging from experienced researchers to those who are only students of the middle  ages suggesting a deeper insight into writing letters and the diversity of medieval society. Instead of developing disconnected appendices, the writing may have been improved by properly incorporating depths of information inside the primary plot. As a result, the coherence of the tale would have improved. First, if you don’t pay attention to the fact that the book lacks illustrations, it will not really lower its academic sense. However, if graphics had been used, readers would have grasped more details of medieval material culture. however, there is no denying the fact that there is a flaw in it with these minor omissions yet the Letter Collections of nicholas of Clairvaux still can be called a valuable document not only for medieval history but also for literary scholars and students as well enable us to know more about Nicholas's life and works. [3:  Julian Paul Haseldine, Samu Niskanen, and James Willoughby, ‘Letters and Letter-Collections’ (Routledge, 2022) <https://api.taylorfrancis.com/content/entryersions/download?identifierName=doi&identifierValue=10.4324/9780415791182-RMEO363-1&type=webpdf> [accessed 27 February 2024].] 



