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This essay will look at two contrasting countries with a critical evaluation of the key issues that can affect and may impact children’s lives. These key issues will be related to ethnicity, language and rights. A comparison of legislations and pedagogical approaches will also be included, that are implemented to understand and support children’s early experiences. The two contrasting countries that will be spoken about throughout this essay, are South Africa and Canada. 

Dependant on factors such as race, class, time and geographical status, children experience many different and varied childhoods (Waller 2014). Additionally, a child’s development through these experiences such as early malnutrition and deprivation of care, negative impacts such as these can be detrimental (Woodhead, 2006). Brooker and Woodhead (2010) state that it is through poverty and inequality that can have the largest impact on a child’s access to health and education. 

Children who live in poor households are vulnerable in every way according to Penn (2005), vulnerable with their state of health, able to receive an adequate education, exposure to war and safety if dangerous events where to occur. Furthermore, Brooker and Woodhead (2010) recognize that variations in each individual child’s development can take place, due to economic and structural inequities of their countries. These countries lack the basic requirements and human needs for everyday life such as, enough food, clean water, shelter and also sanitation and electricity. Similarly, Bogani (2014) states that an individual’s overall health can be affected due not having sufficient access to the basic requirements to survive. Including clean water, nutrition, sanitation, housing, access to vaccinations and schooling.
In addition to this, Woodhead (2006) states that if these basic needs for the child are not met, the repercussions are often felt later in their childhood and throughout their adult life. 

Childhood for African children, is described by Abebe and Ofosu-Kusi (2016) as ‘crisis childhoods’. Childhood is often viewed as a stage of life before the responsibilities and roles are to be taken on in which an adult would have to. However, Adebe and Ofosu-kusi (2016) add that for African children, this is not the case. In addition to this, Ebrahim (2012) also describes how African children from the ages of three are expected and encouraged to take part in daily tasks of collecting water which the walk may be for miles, delivering to neighbours and looking after siblings. 
Sitara (2010) states that during the 19th century children in Canada were contributors to their family economy and this was done by working and learning alongside their parents and other adults. It was believed that their work was crucial to their well-being and survival. It was only after the second world war that mothers replaced children as the secondary income earners. 
According to Hall and Sambu (2015) 3% of children in child-headed households are under six years old. Ebrahim (2012) states that a child’s participation is linked to the values, beliefs and traditions of African societies and families.

South Africa’s child population is estimated to be 18.5 million, children under the age of 18 years (Hall and Sambu 2015). The population of children in Canada is currently at 5.6 million, who are under the age of 14 (Statistics Canada 2018).

More than a million children are born in South Africa every year, these children have a right to be protected, to develop, to survive and have good health (Masiteng 2017). A child’s right to health care is expressed in two separate sections of the South African Constitution. Section 27 states that children should have access to health care services and in section 28 that they do have a right to the basic services of health care (Leatt et al. 2006) However, Mbarathi (2016) recognizes that child poverty remains a cause of concern for South Africa, particularly to the geographical and living conditions in where children live, play and study. Extreme poverty affects a large proportion of the South African population, according to Bogani (2014). 
According to Masiteng (2017) there are still visual inequalities surrounding children’s opportunities and circumstances from the moment that they are born. It has been recognised by Petrou and Kupek (201) that South Africa have made little to no progress towards reducing the amount of child deaths among children under the age of five. A higher mortality rate and shorter life expectancy reflects the conditions of poverty in a society (Phatline 2006). Laing (2012) reported that a total of 330,000 children are currently infected with HIV and 40% die annually. 

Child support grants had been introduced in the year 1997 and now reach over 10.3 million children. However, with more than one million children who are eligible, they do not receive this income support in South Africa (Laing 2012). However, according to Raphael (2016) the child tax benefits in Canada helps to keep 61,900 families and 151,700 children out of poverty. 

In South Africa, healthcare is government funded which is available to all of the citizens in South Africa but however, there are a number of disadvantages to this in which Young (2016) describes. Issues such as long waiting times for appointments, facilities which are old, poor control of diseases, rushed appointments. According to Simpson (2017) the healthcare system in Canada is their point of pride. Patients are not made to wait if the problem was to be urgent. 
Bogani (2014) states that 30% of the doctors who are part of the National public health sector provide the main health care for 40 million people, of those who are uninsured and make up 84% of the population. However, only 16% of South Africans have private health insurance, which give them the access to health care from the remaining 70% of doctors. 25% of those who are uninsured pay for private health care (Bogani 2014). Williamson et al. (2006) states that all Canadian people of low-income have the accessibility to publicly funded hospital services and health care without direct charges.
However, South Africa are introducing National Health Insurance which looks at creating a more affordable and accessible healthcare for all (Young 2016). Numerous hospitals are in crisis in South Africa due to underfunding and being neglected (Bogani 2014).
Also, a programme for early childhood development was introduced to focus on distributing care and education to children from birth up to the age of 6 in all disadvantaged, urban areas (Mbrarathi 2016). According to Unicef (2010) the purpose of this approach was to protect a child’s right and to develop to their full potential emotionally, physically, cognitively and socially. 
Only 23% of children aged between 6 and 23 months are fed the minimum acceptable diet. A third of African children who are under the age of 6 live in households in which they do not have access to piper water in where they live (Masiteng 2017). In addition to this, Laing (2012) describes further on the households in which children live in and that from a Unicef report, it was found that 1.4 million children rely on dirty streams of water to drink from, 1.5 million homes have no lavatories that flush. A further 1.7 million live in shacks that do not have bedding, washing or cooking facilities. According to Brooker and Woodhead (2010) 55% of children live in poor and under-nourished households. Within these households, 4 in 10 of those, not one family member is employed. 

The Economist (2017) describes South Africa as having ‘the most unequal’ school system in the world. 

The history of private education and segregation between white and black people in schooling in South Africa began (The Economist 2017). In addition to this, Donohue and Bornman (2014) stated that the history of neglect of underprivileged children who lived in South Africa began due to the political ideologies of the apartheid government. The Apartheid was a system in which racial separation was enforced by legislation. The Bantu Education Act was introduced in 1953 according to The Economist (2017). This was to ensure that white people were to have a better education than black people. 
According to Canada Public Health Association (2016) gaps were reduced between social inequalities and school readiness for children who were from different social and economic backgrounds. 

The independent church-run schools that did provide a good standard of education in areas for black children were shut. According to Spuall (2013) eliminating the 25% of schools in which are functioning, South African schools cannot supply children with the foundational knowledge in which they should be acquiring at their age during their schooling. Furthermore, when Nelson Mandela became president in 1994 his government had made an expansion to the access of schooling. A replacement took place in which the school system was to be divided by wealth rather than race. As a result of this, Donohue and Bornman (2014) explained that due to this system, it resulted in black children receiving minimal opportunities during their education and access to preschool provisions were at a low of 6%. 

Beach and Bertrand (2000) state that the value of education to children was recognized considerably in Canada. As it was evident that families could not provide opportunities to allow their children to attain educational outcomes, the education system evolved from just for the people of wealth but for it to be available for all. 

Private education was seen to be the preserve of South Africa’s rich and wealthiest however due to the poor condition of the state school, it has been forced upon parents to seek alternative education for their children which means families on lower incomes have had to afford the cost of private school tuition (Venage 2016). 
Numerous children experience what Unicef (2018) describes as a ‘broken journey’ throughout their school experience. A child’s education can be interrupted through irregular attendance, teachers often absent, young teenage pregnancies or incidents of racial abuse or violence. If children were to eventually get to school, through malnutrition they are not able to learn effectively (Brooker and Woodhead 2010). However, Venage (2016) describes that for African families, education is seen as a way out of poverty. 
During the beginning of the 21st century, the focus on a child’s everyday life was primarily revolved around school. Although education was made compulsory, it was for only four months of year during 1870 when the first education legislation came to effect. During this period, work was still regarded as important by family members and this meant their attendance did become irregular (Sitara 2010).

The Toronto Board of Education introduced the first Canadian public kindergarten program in 1883 due to the recognition of the importance kindergarten experiences had on young children. This was seen as a way to provide children with the earliest learning opportunities as well as care for children of preschool age (Beach and Bertrand 2000). Similarly, to this, McCuaing (2018) also recognizes the impact kindergarten experiences have had on Canadian children. As more than half of Canadian children now attend an early education program before they are due to start school. With now an increased focus on a child’s safety and with more programmes being offered to children in preschool. Copti (2016) states that in Canada schools are primarily focus on the holistic education of children rather dependant on their grade outcomes. 

South Africa’s Department of Basic Education in 2014 unveiled a policy which planned to priories and eventually improve the way languages are taught in schools. Even though English is majority of children’s mother tongues it is a favoured language in schools, Nicholson (2015) states. According to statistics in 2001 of language spoken in Canada, it was reported that 59% of the population described English to be their mother tongue and 23% said for it to be French (Houle and Corbeil 2017). 

The main spoken language in Canadian schools is English, according to CanadaVisa (2018). However, French language education is also widely-available. English and French are both taught from an early age in schools. 

Primary schooling is compulsory for children from the ages of 7 up to 15. Even though school fees have been abolished in South Africa within the poorest primary schools to attract the poor and vulnerable children to school however, 27% of public schools do not have running water, 78% of them are without libraries and 78% do not have computers. Also, limited provision for those children in pre-school and also in special education (Unicef 2018). There are numerous factors as to why the quality of education in South Africa is of poor quality, this is que to the lack of financial resources, lack of equipment and untrained staff whose salaries are non-existent (Donohue and Bornman 2014).

80% of schools in South Africa are not able to provide children with the necessary skills to students. Only half of the children that begin school at the age of six are likely to secure a high school diploma (Venage 2016). 
The end of the 19th century it was ensured that in Canada, all children from the age of seven to twelve were being educated necessary to meet their needs. In society today, education is now compulsory for children from that of five to eighteen years of age (Beach and Bertrand 2000). 
Schools in South Africa regard reading and understand it to be as an oral performance. The emphasis on reading is made on the fluency, accuracy of spoken word and ensuring the correct pronunciation. However, little emphasis is made on a child’s reading comprehension and writing skill (Rule 2017).
In regard to educational outcomes and results, Spaull (2013) describes South Africa as having the ‘worst education system’. As well as this, Nkosi (2016) goes on to state that out of 800,000 African children who took their end of school of examination only 213, 000 passed. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, through extensive research of both countries South Africa and Canada, it is evident that there are key differences in the issues which have been identified and spoken about and how they affect children. Both health care and education are more accessible and effective in Canada due to the support and funding the government provide. In Africa however, children are vulnerable as they are not provided with sufficient funding, opportunities, buildings, the education or resources unlike Canadian children do. 
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