Making use of funerary evidence associated with one individual pre-Roman Iron Age site, discuss how the evidence can be used to identify differences in social status in this community.   
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The pre-Roman Iron Age site the essay will focus on is King Harry Lane cemetery in St Albans (also known as Verulamium). The funerary evidence at King Harry Lane cemetery is an interesting site to look at because of the number of tombs excavated compared to the variety of graves goods found.  The funerary evidence found in these tombs and graves will help identify the differences in social status in this community. The main evidence gathered, which has mostly been a large number of bracelets, and other assortment of grave goods found will also create problems in determining the differences in social status in the community of St. Albans/ Verulamium. 
The site dates from 1st c. B.C. - 1st c. A.D and the cemetery is made up of mortuary enclosures. When excavated it was discovered that 472 burials; 455 cremations were found in the cemetery.  Figure. 1: The different phases of the cemetery. The different black dots each represent the different burials found. 


The most interesting piece of information about this site is that it was found completely by accident when archaeologists were excavating the Roman town right next to it. It is remarkable that the Roman town did not destroy or disturb most of the burials and that most if not all the grave goods have survived and there is also no evidence to suggests any tampering with these burials and the things found inside of them.  

Figure 1[footnoteRef:1] shows us the different phases of the iron age cemetery and the location of the different burials found.  Figure 2[footnoteRef:2],  is a list of the burials and the corresponding phase they are found in figure 1. In the book on the site written by Ian Mathieson Stead and Valery Rigby, where the main topic and discussion of the site is situated around the typological importance of the different brooches found. These are important because the different style of brooches found [image: ]and compared to where they are found may be able to hint at social importance. This could be due to the idea that the more brooches found in one particular grave may look like that the person buried had to of been someone of high social importance if they have been buried with a large number of jewellery. There is however a problem with this, just because one burial has many brooches, does not mean that they had any sort of wealth or high-ranking status in the community. The persons family or the community as whole may have banded together to provide this person with these grave goods as a show of respect. [1:  I.M. Stead and V. Rigby, (1989) Verulamium: The King Harry Lane Site, (London: English Heritage in association with British Museum Publications), p. 85.   ]  [2:  I.M. Stead and V. Rigby, (1989) Verulamium: The King Harry Lane Site, (London: English Heritage in association with British Museum Publications), p. 84] 


What is surprising about this site is that the grave goods found are different when comparing them with other iron age sites. The brooches found are not very ostentatious but are plain and mostly made of a metal alloy that is either a copper alloy or iron. Figure 2: A full list of the different burials and what phase they were found in. 


[image: ] Figure 3[footnoteRef:3] is one of the most interesting things found in the site report because it details the number of different pots and shows an average on how many were found throughout the different areas of the cemetery. It is a table of the percentages of size and richness of the burials, separate and inurned cremations and the number of pots found in them. It looks like that in column one is the number of pots per burial and how it correlates and compares with separate cremations, inurned ones and the last two columns showing how it compares with imported pots and what kind of cremation burial found with. This is relevant to the question on how we can use the evidence to identify differences in social status because it gives us an idea of how many of a certain type of pot is found and the different number of pots found in certain burials. For example, if the central burials have more of a certain kind of pot, does that mean they are more or less important in the community as a whole? It seems that the central graves, that have got a large number of pot shards and imported pottery, may have been more important as by looking at figure 1 again, the burials from phase two have surrounded the ones from phases one. This may indicate that those in the more central burials may have been high up in the social standing of the community, or like some other sites, may been important ancestors as the central burials are older. Moreover, the number of imported pots found in separate cremation burials compared to inurned cremations may also show a difference in social status within the community. This is because the inurned cremations may have had people of higher importance within the community, like a trader or may be an important butcher.   [3:  I.M. Stead and V. Rigby, (1989) Verulamium: The King Harry Lane Site, (London: English Heritage in association with British Museum Publications), p. 83] 
Figure 3: A comparison of the size and richness of burials with separate and inurned cremations.

[image: ]
  Figure 4[footnoteRef:4] is a picture of some of the copper alloy brooches found in the different burials. The different style of brooches could be an indication of status in the community. From the look of it, the brooch in the third row and third one down may have belonged to someone with wealth. This is solely based on the design of the brooch, which creates problems when looking at these brooches because can we be certain that based of the difference in design, that whoever owned the brooch had to be high up in the social status of the community.       [4:  I.M. Stead and V. Rigby, (1989) Verulamium: The King Harry Lane Site, (London: English Heritage in association with British Museum Publications), p. 92] 

    
 Overall, the iron age cemetery of King Harry Lane in St. Albans has a vast array of archaeological evidence, stretching from brooches to pottery, both imported and locally made. Those burials that have imported goods in them may be of a higher social standing in the community as it may have been difficult to get imported goods to the area and may been expensive to buy or barter for. The fact of the matter is that we cannot determine the social status of the people in the burials solely based on the archaeological evidence we have because the evidence can be misleading or be interpreted in different ways.   Figure 4: Copper alloy brooches
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At the other extreme, the cemetery c
survived the Claudian conquest because post-ce
quest imports were found (p 207). Indeed, some
graves with Verulamium Region products suggest
the intermittent use of the cemetery into the second
century AD; but its main use must have ceased under
Nero. If the cemetery had long survived the Claudian
conquest, then it is difficult to explain the rarity of
samian and the absence of some Gallo-Belgic imports
common in Britain ¢ AD 50-85. As for local wares,
products of the Verulamium Region potteries,
established ¢ AD 55, belong only to the last years of
the cemetery and kiln-fired Roman wares of local
manufacture are extremely rare. Another due to
dating the end of the cemetery is provided by a
comparison between the samian stamps from the
cemetery and those from the subsequent settlement;
the two groups are mutually exclusive, and the
settlement list starts about AD 65.

The main use of the cemetery, then, seems to
extend from about AD 1 to 60. Within that period
some subdivision can be suggested on the basis of
pottery (pp 204-10), with some support from
brooches (p 98). Essentially, this distinguishes
pre-conquest (Phase 1) from post-conquest (Phase 3),
and allows the development of the cemetery to be
seen in four stages (Fig 47): Phase 1, AD 1-40; 2, AD
30-55; 3, AD 40-60; and 4, after AD 60 - the
continuing intermittent use of the cemetery. The plan
for Phase 1 shows all the certain pre-Claudian burials
concentrated in and around the four initial enclosures
and two family groups. Phase 2, with Tiberio-
Claudian burials spanning the conquest, sees the
cemetery spread to its maximum extent and the
addition of BI4S to the southern range of enclosures.
In the post-conquest Phase 3 the large Enclosure B41
is added to the north-west, B9 appears at the centre
of a family group beyond, and Enclosure B117 crosses
the “Corridor’. Finally, Phase 4 shows those burials

Fig 47 (opposite) Phases of burials in the Iron Age
cemetery

Phase 1: 71, 75, 79, 81, 82, 84, 93, 96, 97, 98, 109, 123,
146, 172, 19, 202, 206, 211, 215, 216, 220, 223,
235, 237, 241, 242, 249, 251, 256, 262, 263, 264,
, 278, 279, 280, 287, 288, 291, 296, 2

313, 317, 322, 325, 328, 340, 344, 346,
384, 390, 397, 403, 410, 413, 416,

, 56, 58, 60,
76, 85, 92, 95, 102, 108, 119, 121, 125, 128,
143, 145, 148, 149, 150, 152, 157, 161, 165,
186, 189, 190, 191, 192, 197, 208, 210, 212,
, 228, 231, 238, 252, 255, 259, 260, 265, 275,
283, 289, 293, 301, 303, 305, 310, 324, 338,
339, 345, 353, 360, 361, 371, 378, 382, 386, 396, 399,
409, 412, 414, 420, 427, 433, 438, 439, 440, 461, 469

Phase 3: 3, 6, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 26, 27,
28,32, 34,35, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
49,50, 52, 55, 57, 59, 63, 68, 72, 77, 86, 89, 90, 100,
104, 106, 111, 112, 117, 118, 120, 124, 127, 129, 130,
131, 132, 134, 135, 139, 141, 142, 154, 156, 159, 162,
163, 164, 167, 171, 174, 175, 178, 179, 181, 182, 184,
185, 187, 195, 196, 201, 203, 204, 205, 217, 221, 224,
230, 233, 236, 240, 244, 250, 257, 281, 297, 300, 304,
311, 315, 316, 321, 331, 334, 336, 341, 343, 348, 351,
352, 354, 358, 363, 365, 366, 367, 368, 370, 372, 373,
374, 376, 380, 385, 387, 389, 391, 395, 398, 400, 411,
415, 417, 421, 422, 423, 425, 437, 445, 447, 448, 449,
450, 454, 459, 460, 461, 462, 463, 470

Phase da: 88, 126, 153, 295, 320, 333
Phase 4b: 431, 442, 443, 444, 446, 452, 453, 458
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THE IRON AGE CEMETERY 8
Table3 A comparison of the size and richness of burials with separate and inurned cremations

Noof) Separate Inamed Importsin
per burial crematian imumed

1 2 12 7 105%) 35 28%)
2 2 o 8 (2% 2 2%)
3 s 3 7 (105%) 17 (13%)
i s i 17 13%)
5 1 2 3 (25%)
6 3 2 5 7%
7 3 1 osw 15 (115%)
5 1 os 7 65%
s 1

10 ' 2 (5%
Total no of burials 0 a0 s
Totalno of pots s s m
Av grave group size 3) 2-) 2=
Centra graves 5
Infamily groups + enclosures » W CEEY 7

Percentages in bracketsare of pots: those without brackets are of burals

defining the entire grave, rounded in plan and  was driven through the very centre of the sacred
suggesting the remains of a basket. Wooden boards  area. Some of Verulamium's inhabitants must have
in other graves might well have left no trace  seen the tombs of recent ancestors completely
whatsoever. Certainly in the Roman cremations and  obliterated

inhumations there were iron nails from boxes and It seems likely that the cemetery started with some
coffins, but no other hint of wood; and Burials 117 of the major burials, at the centres of enclosures or
and 309 had hinged boards, but again no blackened  family groups. Burials 241, 299, 325, and 346 include
wood survived a wide range of late Augustan Gaulish and Italian

The most common type of cremation, with 192 imports as carly as any others in the cemetery. The
examples, had the calcined bones in a pot (eg Burial  first graves could be as early as 15 BC, and are
395; Fig 45) and about a third of such graves had one  certainly earlier than AD 9 (p 204). Enclosures B241,
or more accessory vessels (eg Burial 373; Fig 46). 272, 299, and 325 and Family Groups B309 and 346
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