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An in-depth examination of the implication of globalisation on human trafficking and modern-day slavery

An estimated 40.3 million people are in modern slavery, including 24.9 million in forced labour and 15.4 million in forced marriage. 
                                                                           (Geneva, 2017)

[bookmark: _Hlk34912261][bookmark: _GoBack]William Wilberforce was a British philanthropist and politician of the 18th century (Encyclopedia Britannica, 2020). He was a front-runner and one of the leading English protestors of the movement to abolish slavery. For 18years, he frequently introduced anti-slavery motions in congress (Reveling Histories, 2020). However, the human phenomenon of human trafficking still exists universally (Prentis, 2018; Rahman, 2011). Through four decades of deregulation, austerity and privatisation, modern day slavery is increasing. A person is categorised as being enslaved if they are, controlled or owned by another person usually through abusively forced employment; they are retrained either physically or in other means (such as confiscation of their passport) with restricted freedom or being treated as a commodity and sold or bought as property not human (Prentis, 2018).The International Labour Organisation (2017) calculated that in 2016 there were 5.4 victims of modern slavery in every 1000 individuals globally. These figures show that 1 in 4 of the individuals include adolescents that are being exploited in numerous inhumane ways (Geneva, 2017). These figures suggest that there are more people enslaved today then there was earlier in the history of humanity.

This global crisis is indistinguishably linked to the mass development of globalisation and gruelling sex industries abusing children and women worldwide (Hoque, 2010). A high percentage of nations have endorsed laws criminalizing slavery and human trafficking while western governments and international organisations sponsor various projects to challenge this ever-growing societal issue (Weitzer, 2020; Pompeo, 2019). Links have been made concerning the labour rights of workers and the cumulative globalisation of the economy (Wickramasekara, 2008; Chan, 2003). The growth of globalisation has been hastened in the West by the expansion of neo-liberalism. This, consequently, has created a downward pressure on the rights of workers due to the competition between developed and developing countries (Short, 2015). Globalisation has formed interconnectedness worldwide creating social influence in ways that were not possible many centuries ago (Welch, 2001; Robertson, 1987). The singularity of globalisation has broken down traditional territorial borders, changed the roles of culture and gained new partitions of labour and circulation of power. This political, economic and social occurrence affects everyone (Berggren and Nilsson, 2014; Hermann, 2010).

In this assignment an in-depth examination will be given on the impact of globalisation on human trafficking and modern-day slavery. This will include how human trafficking has affected the people economically, physically, environmentally and socially. In this discussion theory, policy and practice will be referred to, looking at the impact of globalisation. The policy referred to will be the Modern Slavery Act (2015) with its updated clauses. The term globalisation itself has confused meanings due to concerns as to whether the term is simply a description of what is occurring around the globe or proposes a more profound theory of political, social and economic change (Landman & Carvalho, 2016; Li &Reuveny, 2003). The World Economic Forum (2020) explained that numerous indicators of globalisation demonstrate amplified inter-connectedness, economic flows of investment and trade, widespread support at high levels for the diverse dimensions of globalisation. 

Inducements of not only having significant economic, social and political implications; portray globalisation as being multi-dimensional (Held and McGrew, 2013; Gopinath, 2008). Roland Robertson (1987) associates globalisation as a theory, although it is often regarded as a process. Robertson assesses globalisation as an enhanced compression of the contemporary world and the escalation of perception of the globe as a singular entity. Compression makes the globe singular through a set of globally distributed ideas which render the exceptionality of ethnic and societal traditions and identities irrelevant, excluding within scholarly discourse and local contexts (Featherstone, Lash and Robertson, 1995). Marshall McLuhans’ (1960) significant book, ‘Explorations in Communication’, about the practice of mass media refers to the world’s community as being transformed into a ‘global village’ is portrayed as one of the first expressions of the contemporary concept of globalisation. This showing how globalisation has diminished some of the connective barriers between different countries of the world, whether this be a positive or negative (Held et al., 1999).

The linear concept of modernization which accentuates the functional implications of the protestant ethos in the development of contemporary societies is combined with the theory of globalisation (Przeworski and Limongi, 1997; Tipps, 1973).This is affected by empirically measured attributes such as wealth, occupation and education, thus including controlled orientation for political contribution and the functionality of working. Modernization neglects the interconnectedness between all societies including non-western countries and the crucial roles they play by assisting the growth of the Western countries’ attributes (Inglehart and Baker, 2000; Mol and Sonnenfeld, 2000). This renders the victims of modern-day slavery vulnerable to the more advanced Western countries.

Immanuel Wallersteins’ (1974) ‘World system theory’ explains how a methodical pattern of associations amongst societies is motivated by economic exchange through a capitalistic system (Page, 2014). Opposing to the linear modernization theory Wallerstein (1974) reveals that a world system has been created that binds together the poor and wealthy societies for Western economic advantages, which then creates disadvantages for the less affluent societies and effects attributes such as culture and politics. The world system theory was critical in shaping the development of globalisation whilst also allowing the understanding of world implications through modernization (Robinson, 2011; Wallerstein, 1976).

The developments of globalisation are partly to blame for the singularity of global capitalism; this contributes to the widespread nature of slavery, whether in developing isolated countries or western society (LeBaron, 2016). However, globalisation in its entirety may not be the original cause of the ever-growing problem with trafficking and slavery today, but it appears to be a massive contribution towards it. Slavery is often associated with the imagery used from the past such as African slaves being brought over to the US, Caribbean and Brazil on ships. The people were bound in chains and were then auctioned off to those with money and power at markets (Kaye, 2005; E. Lovejoy, 1997). It is made apparent that society is conditioned to believe that slavery was a white higher-class man’s dealings; of enslaving only black people centuries ago. Therefore, rendering it a past occurrence and no longer existing.  Unfortunately, this imagery can make the current realities of modern-day slavery ambiguous and in a sense cover-up today’s slavery issues (Nunn, 2008).

Bales (2004) describes contemporary slavery as a ‘person who is economically exploited being unpaid and controlled through violent means within a social economic relationship’. Bales proceeds to suggest that new forms of slavery go beyond racial lines, unlike the old forms where people were specifically enslaved and transported for their specific abilities and race. Alongside Bales, scholars of modern-day slavery also argue that; slavery is present and flourishing today (Bales &Soodalter, 2009; Bales, Trodd& Williamson, 2009; Bales, 1999). The old forms of slavery have transmuted into more hidden and extensive practices including domestic servitude, forced labour, debt bondage, human trafficking, forced prostitution, forced marriage, agriculture, fishing, mining, construction and even the extraction of body parts (Weitzer, 2020; Choi-Fitzpatrick, 2017; Cockayne, Grono&Panaccione, 2016, Rahman, 2011). Modern-day slavery is in a global reach as it is not only a developing nations problem but is affecting the ‘global south’ and everywhere else. 

The general motives for slavery and trafficking worldwide are money and through an economic lens of ‘supply and demand’ feeds the operation of human trafficking on a global scale (Wheaton, Schauer and Galli, 2010; Hellman and Apler, 2006). Vulnerable people can be born into slavery, although many factors include, lack of education, little economic opportunities, poverty and migration status. The UK Home Office (2017) has quantified a typology of slavery; this shows 17 different categories through the previously mentioned attributes along-side criminal exploitation (Cooper, Hesketh, Ellis et al., 2017). Slavery and trafficking are happening everywhere and often victims are hidden in plain sight, thus showing a connection between forced labour and globalisation. Weitzers (2020) research suggests that sex trafficking obtains more attention from international organisations and governments than the mining and fishing industries. This is due to these industries being secluded and hidden from sight. Consumers only get the end-product often through markets and other retailers, therefore rendering the suffering of those who gather the products undetected (Hodal, Lawrence and Kelly, 2020; Simaset al., 2014; Sylwester, 2014). Whereas in the sex industry, clients directly deal with the prostitutes and know the venues to find them; they are not as isolated from public view to gain business.

Through a negative lens, the process of globalisation is seen as creating inequalities, with blurred lines for the protection of human rights and its impacts across different democracies and economic sectors (O’Connell-Davidson, 2014; LeBaron, 2016). Labour-intensive manufacturing, fishing, textiles and capital-intensive industries along with other attributes, create organisational inequalities. The complexity and production in supply chains coinciding with the demand for items on an inexpensive level can lead to vulnerable people being exploited and forced into modern-day slavery. This is combined with a mass amount of slave driving employers who have an absent amount of liability for human rights violations (Foweraker& Treviso, 2016; New, 2015; Landman, 2013).

James S.Colmans’ (1990) social theory on Macro and Micro-levels is an fundamental factor to understanding the slavery and trafficking phenomenon. A Macro-level can be conveyed as the externalities within the wider environment whereas a Micro-level is a more internalized concept. The Macro-level of modern-day slavery is determined by economic, social, cultural, community, political and larger structural dimensions, when collective these can raise the chances of an individual becoming trafficked into slavery. On a Micro-level a succession of socio-economic factors can upsurge the likelihood of an individual becoming enslaved, these factors include, a structural level such as the lack of accountability or reduced governance (IOM, 2018; Raub, Buskens& Van Assen, 2011). Cameron et al. (2008) depicts the economic aspect of human trafficking and argue that structural factors sustains the business of modern-day slavery.

On the Macro-level human trafficking comprises of the movement of victims illegally or even legally across the globe’s boarders, this includes men, women and children. Debt bondage or pawning is a common occurrence between India and native cultures in Africa. Bales (2004) claims that the practice ‘violates basic human rights’. This occurrence encompasses the use of children as pawns of lawful tender in order to repay debt. The victim is utilized to repay debt by working, this remains until the debtor chooses that the debt has been paid off. Victims are commonly lured by traffickers who convince them that there are better opportunities such as jobs and social amenities elsewhere (Volodko, Cockbain and Kleinberg, 2019;Rahman, 2011).The International Labour Office (2008) conveys that human trafficking is increasing at a quicker rate every year, approximately 12.3million people are trafficked at any moment in time. However, Pennington et al. (2008) claim that investigating human trafficking can be challenging, due to the clandestine operation, organisation and nature of the trafficking. For instance, victims are concealed; this is making the identification of the victims for aid a daunting task, specifically in determining the percentage of the population that are enslaved.

Victims of modern-day slavery or human trafficking become slave managers or traffickers themselves creating a switch of roles (Albert, 2020; Weitzer, 2020; Morris, 1998). This could be due to the fact of the victims being so conditioned into that way of life it becomes normalized. Due to this normalization, many victims end up favouring it over low paid jobs as they are economically, physically and emotionally effected (Halloran, 2018; Skrivankova, 2010; Koettl, 2009). This creates a shift of attitude with the worker enabling them to embrace their new role although it has detrimental effects on others. In regard to sex trafficking, in Nigeria many female victims return home to become traffickers known as madams and begin enlisting other women. 

Madams promise victims a better life in Europe and that they will be working in a conformist job (Baker, 2019; The Home Office, 2019; Nichols, 2018). However, when the individuals arrive, they are forced into the sex industry. Before leaving for Europe the victim is secured with spiritual leverage through the village priest and the madam performing a voodoo ceremony (Millett-Barrett, 2019; Gyurácz, 2017; Harrop, 2012). The madam bribes the priest with a high sum of money to conduct the ceremony. Ceremonies are conducted in different forms some of which are as follows. The victim being presented with photographs of women who have a good life in Europe, many victims believe these fake depictions to be genuine. 

The victim is told little to nothing about the debt of her relocation. Ceremonies can involve using the victim’s personal effects and have an oath to seal the bond. The victim’s fingernails or hair are mixed with bones of animals and rolled into a pack scripted with the victim’s name. This pack is retained at the shrine or with the madam as tangible evidence of the contractual bond. Other means such as ingesting chicken hearts, a kola nut, drinking a mix of gin and blood or cutting the victims skin have been known rituals. During the ceremony the priest casts a spell on the victim (Ikeora, 2016). From this, the victim is then advised that if they disclose about the oath and debt to anyone or if they are a poor earner a ‘juju curse’ shall be unleashed (Van-DerWatt and Kruger, 2017; Nagle and Owasanoye, 2016). This curse then results in death, injuries, harm to family members or insanity. This is a prime example of using faith as a form of blackmailing manipulation.

Slavery is seen commonly as an issue that occurs in outward countries other than the UK; however, this is not the case (Kelly, 2020; Landman and Silverman, 2019). While the 18th century’s transatlantic trafficking and slave trade was noticeable, today’s modern slavery is more challenging to recognise. The visible shackles that were once worn by a slave have been replaced by other means such as fraud, violence, debt, physical intimidation and false promises (Hodal, 2020, Nair, 2016).  The highest risk industries within the UK are identified as nail bars, care homes, agriculture, car washes, construction, hotels and restaurants.

With globalised beauty trends storming the interconnected world the need for beauty treatments is on the rise. Nail salons are cropping up in the UK at an alarming rate with competitive pricing and foreign workers (BBC 2018; Garbers, 2018). The first UK prosecution of traffickers who had minors working in a nail bar was successful in 2018. Two nail bar owners had trafficked two girls from Vietnam in the back of a lorry to work for little to no pay in their bar. Keeping them in the attic of their house and working them for as long as 60hours a week. After a police raid, the girls were found to have no passports and a language barrier. The two bar owners were jailed but were seen as to be the part of an organized group, who had changed phone numbers and discarded handsets in attempt to stop the girls being traced (Dearden, 2018; Morris, 2018). This organized crime was made possible with good communications and temporary devices to communicate on, alongside the victimization of minors being promised a better life in the UK.

Additional cases of modern-day slavery and human trafficking appear frequently. The October 2019 case of the 39 Vietnamese people found dead in the back of a lorry in Essex, among the victims were eight females and 31 males, 10 of which were teenage adolescents (BBC, 2020; Deardon, 2020; Essex Police, 2020; Quinn, 2020) . This is a concerning factor expressing how trafficking and slavery still evade the law and still exist in plain sight. There is a Modern Slavery Helpline where possible victims can communicate with fully-trained helpline advisors; this can aid them to gain government-funded support and access to appropriate services. Businesses, members of the public and statutory agencies are also able to contact the line for advice, information and have the opportunity to report about possible occurrences or concerns of modern slavery (Modern Slavery Helpline, 2020). Having a helpline set up can have a positive impact on those who do not know where else to turn, giving an avenue for help and possible protection.

Policy such as the Modern Slavery Act (2015) is in place to help tackle the growing issue of globalised slavery. Prentis (2018) coveys that this act is a good starting point for talking modern-day slavery, however, it ‘excludes public services and there are no penalties for non-compliance’. The act applies to commercial organisations and suggests that businesses should take accountability for their supply chains by guaranteeing no slavery is involved in the manufacture of goods intended for the UK. Public bodies are not protected by the ‘Transparency in supply chains’ clause (Butler, 2019; Magee, 2019). The clause obligates businesses to produce a modern slavery declaration; if no apparent actions are taken, sanctions are not legally imposed. This, therefore, creates a lesser impact when businesses are loop holing their way through the law (Simicand Blitz, 2019). 

The 2019 UK Annual Report on Modern Slavery highlighted that it was to identify where the act was effective. However, where it was lacking improvements needed to be made. It was presented in parliament in May 2019 and made 80 endorsements concerning four themes which were; Legal application of the Modern Slavery Act, The Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, Independent Child Trafficking Guardians and Transparency in Supply Chains (Patel, 2019). The government moderately accepted the majority of the endorsements within the review including; taking stronger measures to reinforce transparency in supply chains regulation. This now includes the public sector and improving the quality of declarations. It also includes, driving the world-wide response to modern-day slavery onward through creating an international modern slavery and migration representative. This resulted in creating an online central reporting service free of charge for users making it easier to analyse the action that businesses are taking to avert supply chain modern slavery within their company (GOV UK, 2019). It appears that issues within specific clauses of the act have been discussed; however, trafficking and modern-day slavery is still apparent today.


This paper conveys that modern-day slavery and human trafficking is an issue on a global scale, that requires the attention of everybody in society in order to be eliminated. Modern-day slavery is a method in which large corporations can exploit human capital and labour in order to cut costs and evade the law (Blumgart, 2013; Greenhouse, 2012; Ross, 2011). It is becoming more difficult to completely avoid purchasing goods that have slavery hidden within its supply chain, whether the goods are obtained from abroad or the UK (Nakamuraet al., 2018; Marshall et al, 2016, New, 2015). As cotton is farmed for clothing including personal protective clothing and uniforms, modern slaves are often involved in this production. Raw materials must be mined for the making of tools and electronic equipment that is used everywhere. Consequently, it becomes easier daily for slave drivers and traffickers to employ and force victims into these trades to keep up with the global demand (Prentis, 2018; Gold, Trautrims and Trodd, 2015, Bitran et al., 2007).

Empirical research conveys that countries with a higher economic advance, democracy or level of globalisation have lesser levels of slavery rates (The World Economic Forum, 2020; Robinson, 2011; Wallerstein, 1976, 1974). Therefore, suggesting that globalisation is not the creator of trafficking and modern slavery. Globalisation appears to be helping in a sense to export the Western culture, moral and economic values system globally (Timimi, 2005). Although this could be giving other cultures the illusion of the Western culture being more superior. However, Rahman (2011) clarifies that globalisation has intensified the demand globally for human trafficking.  Globalisation is flourishing in today’s society, showing a vast unequal power relation between the globes poorest and richest nations (Timimi, 2005). The Modern Slavery Act (2015) has made an impact with legislation, but due to potholes within clauses is still not protecting everyone from the dangers of slavery. Criminals continue to exploit many individuals worldwide for their monetary gains and thrive through a globalised interconnected world. Using the system and technology to their advantage, and with our throw-away nation thriving off the income from consumer needs and discarding their forms of communication so they disappear without trace. This puts those who are exploited into vulnerable predicaments and yet they are hidden in plain sight. Sustainable development and more equality may be the answer combined inclusive democratic institutions to help tackle the ongoing horror of human trafficking and modern-day slavery (Landman and Silverman, 2019; New, 2015).
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