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Introduction
· Introduce myself 
Good morning, this is Emily Jones. I am introducing you to today's news story where we are investigating the new 20mph speed limit affecting certain roads in Wales.

· Introduce the new policy 
The new 20 mph speed limit has been implemented by the government, meaning that the national speed limit will fall from 30mph to 20mph on certain roads. The legislation will come across Wales on 17th September 2023. This then makes the maximum speed you can legally travel on these restricted roads will be 20mph. This new policy has caused mixed emotion and has created implications for the leisure and tourism industry in Wales. “The restricted roads are usually in busy residential areas with streetlights no more than 200 yards apart. This change aims to achieve several goals such as reducing accidents and injuries, promoting active transportation, enhancing street safety, and preserving the environment” (Gov.Wales,2021)
The 20mph speed limit costs £32 million but the cost is outweighed by the casualty prevention savings, which includes the minimised impact on NHS and emergency services. A study found estimates that show these savings could be up to £92m every year, that is without taking into consideration the larger health benefits of people walking and cycling more than they usually do due to the new policy (Gov Wales,2024).


Investigate
The new speed limit is affecting tourism and leisure in Swansea, an article found portrays some feedback from Swansea community on the 20mph speed limit. “In a Facebook post on Swansea Online, which stated: "There are some roads in Swansea where 20mph feels absolutely right, and others where it feels painfully slow", drivers in Swansea told us they were confused about the speed limit on some roads, while others reported being overtaken on more than one occasion while following the limit”(John,2023).

People’s opinion on the 20mph vary a lot with different views on the topic with some people seeing the 20mph speed limit as a positive change and some seeing it as a negative change, for example some opinions from the public are,
· Person's opinion- “Lots of speed limit changes in a short stretch of the road like this mean, drivers are focusing so much on their speedometer - especially when your car's sat-nav might not yet show the new speed limit - and feel they are not concentrating as much as they would like on the road” (Servini,2023).

Local community opinion- “People living in communities where 20mph is already the default speed limit are positive about the change. Evidence from a survey (Traffic Orders and 20mph public attitudes survey) conducted on behalf of the Welsh Government showed that 80% of people supported a 20mph speed limit in their area – that is four in five adults” (GOV.WALES.,2023).

Charities/organisations- “In September 2023, seventeen charities and organisations signed an open letter supporting the Welsh Government’s policy, saying the benefits went beyond road safety” (Mike Benson, Stephanie Cunningham, and Iona Stewart,2023).

So, this displays that some negative views on the policy is that it leads to distraction with driving on the road as people are focusing too much on their speed but also these opinions of the public present that the new policy satisfies the locals as it makes the community safer due to the lower speed limit.

· Analysis
Analysis of traffic data found on the new 20mph speed limit has been done;
Here are some statistics found;
 Before the government implemented the nationwide 20mph speed limit in Wales, eight trial areas were brought in within 2021 and 2022 as part of phase 1 of the program. In March 2023, the interim monitoring report for phase 1 revealed that 64% of vehicles were travelling at or below 24mph, compared to 45% before the new policy was implemented (Cunningham, Benson, and Stewart 2023). This statistic portrays that the new rule has helped slow vehicles in Wales on these restricted roads.

In the initial areas, motorists are already driving at slower speeds since the new policy has been brought in, for example an average reduction of 3mph has been discovered within all eight communities. Fundamental changes in behaviour have been found in St Brides major and St Dogmaels two of the first areas it was introduced. In these locations, the percentage of people driving at or below 24mph has increased from 23% to 45% and from 54% to 84% (Gov Wales,2023).

So overall from these statistics we see that the new 20mph speed policy is making a difference to the way people drive and the speed that they now go.

· Main Findings
Advantages  
There are many advantages to the new rule such as 
Road safety and traffic management
An advantage of this new rule is that it is showing positivity in health as it reduces some chances of injuries and accidents with the public, “Traffic speed management is one way to reduce road collisions and impact on physical activity. The term incorporates a range of measures to reduce speeds, including setting and enforcing appropriate laws; modifying roadways and road architecture; adapting vehicles; and education on the dangers of speeding” (Turner et al,2018).
And pedestrians are five times more likely to be killed if hit by a vehicle driven at 30mph than a vehicle driving at 20mph (Swansea, 2023).

Physical health
Another positive health impact from the 20mph rule is that it is encouraging civilians to become more active “Health inequalities may also be reduced through traffic calming measures that encourage the uptake of physical activity (e.g. more walking and cycling due to better road/pavement design, increased perceptions of safety), thereby overcoming some current barriers to active transport (walking/cycling)”(Cairns et al,2014).

Environmental impacts
Another advantage is environmental impacts reduction in emissions as it encourages more people to walk or cycle leading to a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions. Decreasing vehicle speed leads to lower fuel consumption and reduced vehicle operation costs, including expenses like tire wear, lubricating oil, and spare parts that typically rise with higher speeds. Additionally, lowering the speed limit results in decreased emissions of nitrogen oxides and carbon monoxide” (Gito Sugiyanto, Jajang and Mina Yumei Santi,2019)

Community
It is greatly beneficial for the local community, not only does it create more of a pleasant and relaxed atmosphere for the locals, but it also can encourage social interaction and community engagement. Researching found suggests that the new policy that has been implemented will help with businesses in the local community, as “Car domination is suggested to have led to the closure of local shops. Lower speeds are believed to make local shops and services more commercially viable and people who travel to shops on foot spend more than those who do not” (Jones and Brunt, 2017).

Saves money
Saving money is a key goal for the government, the new policy implemented saves money due to reduced emergency service demand and hospital treatment. Such as 58 million within 30 years has been calculated to be saved with the new policy being implemented (Published,2022).
· Disadvantages
Although there are many positive advantages of the new rule there are many negative disadvantages on the topic. 
·  Increased travel time 
The new rule is causing issues for some people as it is inconvenient for some road users. However, a “report shows that during morning and afternoon peak periods (7-9am & 4-6pm) mean journey time increases ‘are minimal and generally not more than one minute” (New data ‘shows benefits of driving at 20mph’,2023).

· Public not complying with the new rule

“A ‘vicious circle’ leading to non-compliance, resulting from, for example, unintentional speeding or a lack of support for such speed limits” (Turner et al,2018).
This is resulting in authorities having to get involved therefore causing more issues and causing restraint on the police force.
Following this there has been graffiti on the 20mph signs from protestors as shown here.

Backlash/negative reviews
The new speed limit has received a lot of negative backlashes and lots of complaints among members of the public in Wales and lots of complaints have been given. However, backlash has occurred as people want to stop and act towards the 20mph speed restriction with a petition launching for the removal and dismissal of the law, it has over 400,000 signatures, becoming a supported petition in the history of the Senedd. Additionally, more than one hundred protesters gathered on Saturday to go against the implementation of the speed limit (Mansfield,2023).

Conclusion
Overall, the government have taken an approach to try and positively impact the people of Wales, introducing the 20mph speed limit, however there is a wide variety of opinion on the topic along with a mixture of negative and positive. To conclude, many advantages and disadvantages have been found. Advantages found on the new policy consisted of road safety and traffic management, people’s physical health, environmental impacts, community and that it saves money. However, disadvantages found on the new policy consisted of increased travel time for people, public not complying with the new rule and backlash and negative reviews. It is shown that the new policy has had a massive impact on the tourism and leisure industry because it is influenced by several factors such as safety perceptions, locals, and community engagement. Although there has been shown to be protests and petitions to end the new policy, the statistics showed that the results so far on the policy is that it is lowering people’s speed on these restricted roads, so the government's goal of it helping prevent speeding and accidents is working like they planned. 

I am Emily Jones, thank you for exploring and investigating the new 20mph speed limit in Wales and hope you enjoyed and found my research useful and can produce your own opinion on the new policy with my information I have provided throughout this news story.
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