Title- A series of portfolio tasks giving evidence of improvement in the development of personal language for oracy, reading and writing.

Part 1:
[bookmark: _GoBack]After I was introduced to this assignment, I decided to choose a book for the children that was child-friendly and interesting. The year group that I am going to read this book to is year 2 and within this class there is a range of different learning abilities that I will have to consider. The book that I will be reading to the group is called ‘Dyfrig Y Ddraig’ which is a book from the Welsh Government specifically for schools. My current personal training target is the ability to “demonstrate/models good use of subject and age/ability-specific vocabulary” (Qualified Teacher Standards, 2009). One learning intension for this lesson is for children to answer English questions and turn them into Welsh answers with confidence. Another learning intention for this lesson is for the children to develop their oracy skills with the Welsh language. The lesson objective for this lesson is to “follow stories read to them and respond as appropriate” (Curriculum for Wales, 2015 ,p.38). This lesson also links to the framework because they should “appreciate books, stories and words around them and “read individually and collaboratively” (Curriculum for Wales, 2015, p.38). The only resource that I am going to use for this assignment is the book. To revise and introduce Welsh patterns, I am going to use questioning to make the children think using their prior knowledge. 
Part 2: 
Link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kifxfR4CteY
Part 3:
"They themselves learn lessons each time they teach, evaluating what they do and using self critical evaluations to adjust what they do next time” (Ofsted, 2004, p.10). For this part of the assignment I am going to be reflecting on my teaching practice and how I could improve next time. 
Feelings
Before I read the story to the children, I did not think the children would have listened to me. This was because there were lots of distractions within the classroom. However, this was not the case. The children were very engaged and focussed with the book as it was about dragons which they loved. Using the children’s interests will help to build relationships between the child and the teacher. “Learning is more meaningful, and pupils learn more when they are engaged in their learning” (National Education Union, 2013). According to Estyn (2016) they believe that “‘pupil voice’ benefits pupils and helps schools to improve.” This activity was successful with the ability group because they all understood the vocabulary in the book well. As well as this, I felt as though the children answered well to my questions using their own knowledge to help them. Questioning is important for teachers because they find out what the children “already know, identify gaps in knowledge and understanding and scaffold the development of their understanding” (Hall, 2016). Donaldson (2013, p.115) believed that there should be a focus in schools about “learning Welsh primarily as a means of communication, particularly oral communication and understanding. As I was asking the children questions throughout the story, I was developing the children’s oral communication as they were answering with relevant answers. 
Remember and Understand
There were lots of aspects of the learning experience that went well with the children. One aspect that went well was that all the children listened to me whilst I was reading the book. I could also tell that some of the children were reading the book with me which made them feel part of their learning. Estyn (2018-19) believe that “reading and writing are generally underdeveloped” which was the reason I was asking the children questions to help them gain confidence with the Welsh language. Another aspect of the learning experience that went well was when I asked the children what they thought a word meant, they were able to give me a detailed definition on what the word meant. This meant that most of the children understood the text. The children asked lots of relevant questions which meant they were interested with the book. As well as the children asking questions, I would stop reading and ask the children questions that were related to the book and their Welsh language. I asked the children about the emotions and feelings of the characters of the book and I asked them the pronunciation of the word to check their understanding of the Welsh language. There were also lots of aspects of the learning experience that went well with me. One aspect that went well for me is that I pronounced all the Welsh words correctly and I used my voice to create expression within the book. Another aspect that I believed went well is when I projected my voice so all the children could hear and understand the text. 

Evaluate and Analyse
After reading this book to the children, there are lots of aspects that I will keep the same and aspects that I would change. One aspect that I will keep the same is the book. The children were very interested and motivated to read this book because dragons is a topic they loved learning about. This made them more engaged to read out the correct Welsh words and ask relevant questions to the book. The vocabulary in this book was also suitable for the age group. Another aspect that I will keep the same is using talk partners. Talk partners are useful because they share their learning and gives me an idea of how much they understand. However, one aspect that I would change when reading this book is the location. After completing placement, I now understand how noisy the classroom gets. If I had to read this book again, I would take the children outside so there are less distractions and noise. This means that I could take props and the children could act out the story if they were outside as there was not enough room in the classroom. Another aspect that I would change when reading this book is the person recording this video. As it was a very busy classroom, I asked one child to record me reading the book. However, if I was to do this again, I would ask the TA or the teacher to help me record which would make the video clearer. 

Conclusions and actions 
Since being on teaching practice I noticed that there were a few disappointing issues when reading this book. When reading this story book, there are some possible solutions to the disappointing issues. One disappointing issue when reading this book is because there were lots of noise and distractions within the classroom. One possible solution to gain the children’s attention again is using listening strategies such as ‘hocus pocus, everybody focus’ and ‘gwrandewch’ to make sure the children are focussed with the book. Another possible solution to the noisy classroom is to take the children outside so their learning is not distracted. However, despite these issues, the children were still very focused with the book and were engaged when learning about the Welsh language. Reducing classroom noise is crucial to the child’s learning. It is important that every child has the chance to learn every day and the nosey classroom can be a big issue for some children. Children need to know “exactly why you need them immediately responsive when you signal” (Heick, 2018) for them to be quiet. This is because the children will respect the teacher and will want to learn if the teacher gives them a reason to. 
As a result of reading this Welsh story to the children I realised that most of the children had a good understanding of the Welsh language whether that was part of their oracy or reading skills. According to Estyn (2015) “being able to speak and write in both Welsh and English could give you an important advantage” in the future. 
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