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As the author Jill Tomlinson writes in her narrative The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark, 
“Plop looked down at his toes, ‘I don’t want to be a night bird,’ he mumbled, ‘I want to be a day bird’, 
‘You are what you are,’ Said Mrs Barn Owl Firmly. 
‘Yes I know,’ agreed Plop, ‘and what I are is afraid of the dark.’1.
This literature explores the differences between humans and animals. Specifically, whether both humans and animals posses a Soul. The literature focuses on what the Christian scriptures dictate, and how the Christian faith has viewed animals by exploring other literature written on the similar topics. This literature is aimed only at Christian scriptures. I have considered animals throughout all religion however this would be too vast to cover and would require knowledge and research in each religion. The literature is to establish if animals are merely an animal, or if they are more closely linked with humans than tradition and religion would suggest. They key element being if when both man and animal were created, were they both created with a soul. 
For the purpose of the literature, I first establish what a soul is. The idea of a soul is a matter of belief 2.  When you consider the definition for science it is impossible to prove if such a thing exists 3. We are as humans bound to the world which we can perceive by our senses 4. Therefore, we are unable to perform experiments to produce results to prove or disprove the possibility of a soul. 
Never the less, the oxford learners dictionary provides the definition of the word soul as a noun 5. A noun being a word used to give a name to something. In this case we can establish that the soul is a thing whether you believe it or not. 
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The first part of the definition for the word soul is, the spiritual part of a person 6. The second aspect of the noun definition for the word soul is being a person’s identity or inner character 7. Although the noun has been separated into two possible meanings, I would argue the two are intrinsically linked. As your spiritual part of you forms a part of your identity and character even if you are not spiritual. 
To determine if both humans and animals have a soul is to determine if both humans and animals are designed or created in the same way. In that their makeup is the same not that they must be formed equal. A soul like any other part of a being, is something which is conceived when first formed. An established relationship between soul and being is a view shared by Finley where he explains that the soul could not be what it is without the body and the body could not be what it is without the soul 8.
Genesis 1 is the creation story and the introduction to the beginning of the created world. It is here that the natural world and all forms of life are created. The way in which the passage is written is to give each element its own paragraph 9. 
Within Genesis 1, the author pays special attention to the creation of man. Man is the last being to be created. Man is also the only part of creation that is made in Gods image 10. Repetition is a theme used throughout the first chapter of Genesis, and it is noted that the repetition is used more when talking about the creation of man 11. 
Following mans creation God then says “Behold”. This is a word significance; it does not simply mean behold. The original Hebrew hinneh or Greek idou would have translated to something similar to, “Pay careful attention to what follows! This is important.” 12. God then goes on to give man dominion over all creation, including everything that has the breath of life 13.
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What is clear from the scripture is the significance and importance to man’s creation. We can derive from the scriptures that man is made more important than any other aspect of creation. Not only is man made in Gods image, but man is given dominion over all creation.  
The creation story does not specifically use the word soul or talk about a soul being created. That in itself does not mean that no soul was given to form part of man, just as the creation of man does not outline all the physical attributes that are given to a human being such as a heart or lungs. What Genesis does express is the moment we become a living creature and being in Gods likeness 14. 
The term living creature and living soul is the terminology that has been brought into contention recently, to bring animals on a par with humans 15. 
When considering animals creation. The word animal derives from the Latin word Anima, which means ‘soul’ or ‘breath of life’ 16. The word Anima meaning soul or breath of life aligns with the original Hebrew meaning of the two phrases or words from the creation story. The Hebrew translation coming from the same Hebrew word which is translated to both living soul and living creature. (Nefessh Chayyah)17. 
Recent research and translations have been brought to the fore front to consider the likeness between humans and animals in Gods creation. This has been impacted by animal rights and has forced others to consider whether Christianity gives credit or the correct merit to animals represented through their teaching 18. 
Although the Hebrew texts may use the same word to describe a living creature. The argument for animals having a soul appears thin and stumbles when considering the definition of the word ‘soul’, attributing identity to the soul. A large part of our identity is freewill and the ability to choose who we are and how we want to be. This is evidenced through Metz work where he explores meaning and having a purpose. Where one might find meaning and purpose from watching television all day, others may not. There is no definitive meaning to meaning, it is subjective based on one’s own self purpose 19. 
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The ability or freedom to make freewill choices is further evidenced in the natural world.
In particular scientists have discovered that migratory bird’s instinct to migrate to the right location is essentially built in. They do not need to be shown where or when by their parents as they often fly before or after their parents 20. A study in regards to migratory birds conducted by Dutch Ornithologist Dr A. C. Perdeck proved starlings instinct to migrate is instinct. Perdeck took more than 11000 starlings and moved them some distance from where they were nesting before they migrated.
Of the 11000 starlings caught 354 were recovered, the young starlings who had never migrated before had travelled the distance required almost parallel to right one 21.  The older bird who had migrated before corrected themselves and flew to where they were the year before 22. 
This evidences that animals, particularly birds in this case appear bound from birth by their instinct and have no choice in both the distance and direction they migrate. They are unable to deviate from the natural course selected for them, except for those which have flown it previously. 
More evidence to support humans having souls and animals not, would be found in the New Testament where Jesus expresses not to be concerned of those who can kill the body, but to fear those that can kill the soul 23. In the same passage Jesus speaks of sparrows but there is no mention of a soul when likening man to the sparrows. 
Although Jesus’ sacrifice abolished animal sacrifices the use of animals which some would argue places a greater value to animals within Christianity. An act often overlooked as highlighted by Shin 24. Despite this act throughout the scriptures humans have always maintained dominion over creation. Jesus himself reflects this when talking about the value to mankind’s life, being more than the sparrows 25.  
Conclusion. 
To say that both Humans and Animals both have a soul would be foolish given the resources and knowledge currently available. Counter to that, to definitively state that humans possess a soul and animals do not would also be foolish. In fact, the matter of whether either have a soul is as Shin states a matter of belief 26. 
Footnotes:
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Genesis 1 is very clear, each element during the creation has its own chapter. There is a separation in the scripture where the birds and the sea creatures are created within the same paragraph, the animals of the earth have their own paragraph, and then humans have their own paragraph 27. 
Scripturally there is a distinction between humans and animals, this is evident through the creation story. Although in Romans it speaks of creation waiting to be set free 28. This is not to say that humans and animals both possess the same qualities such as a soul. Jesus has died for the sins of mankind, not for the sins of animals 29. The ability to sin comes from the ability to have freewill, the choice to sin or not. Freewill comes from the ability of being able to be who you want to be, to make your own decisions. 
In scripture I have not found anything that suggests that animals have freewill or the ability to choose who they want to be. A trait to the soul which is reflected in Finleys writing more animal than anything when referencing Flanagan 30 Further to this, the English standard Version, an English translation explains how they came to the texts they have within their published Bible. The translation in the ESV is literal 31. As a result, I can only determine that mankind is created with more importance than animals. 
Just as Mrs Barn Owl said, “you are what you are.” 32. Humans are Humans and animals are animals, we both possess animalistic traits; however, animals do not possess all the traits that humans do such as freewill 33. As Humans we are called to be Holy as God is Holy 34. That in mind, although we may be able to ponder the thought of animals and humans having souls, to determine this specifically is beyond our realm of comprehension. It is better therefore to understand our role within creation, yes to have dominion over it, but to do so in a fair and just way.  
Throughout my research and writing of this literature I have not used AI. All research is recorded within my Bibliography. 
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