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Evaluate the impact of the roles of socioeconomics, ethnicity on digital equity and literacy in children and young people.


Introduction 

According to Straw and Institute of Personnel Management, (1989) equality is to treat everyone the same way without putting into consideration their individual needs, where equity is to give individuals the resources appropriate to their needs. Digital equity is a state where everyone and community have the necessary information, technology tools and skills to engage actively in democracy, economy of the society, (Streger, 2023). Digital literacy is the capacity to use digital tools to assess, generate, locate and share information, it is both technical skills and cognitive abilities, (NHS, 2017). In 1754 years before the common era, according to the Hammurabi law (Abulhab, 2017) there were three social classes, the Amelu’s known as the elite; the Mushkenu’s known as the freemen and Ardu’s known as the slaves. Following the logic behind the Hammurabi law if digital technology were to exist in those days only a minority group of people would of have access to it following their social economics rank and ethnicity.

The Role of socioeconomics and Ethnicity
Poverty is measured in terms of disposable household income after adding of benefits and direct taxes deducted, there is two commonly measures of poverty use based on disposable income; relative low income which refers to households with incomes under 60% of the average in that year, absolute low income refers to households with income under 60% of the average from a baseline year such as 2010 to 2011, (Francis-Devine, 2024). In contemporary society there is disparity on digital equity and literacy in children and young people based on their parent's socioeconomics, according to Stats Wales, (2018) the Welsh government statistics and research from 2014 to 2015 and from 2016 to 2017, 10% of children living in Wales were part of households experiencing material deprivation and low income (defined as those with a total income below 70% of the UK average household income, prior to accounting for housing costs),this represents a decrease from the 14% reported in the previous year. Children and young people from families with lower incomes are less likely to own a computer, tablet, or have consistent internet connection at home, which restricts their capacity to access online educational resources and take part in digital activities, (Bober and Helsper, 2005). Although children and young people have access to technology, those from lower socioeconomic status backgrounds might not have digital literacy skills required, such as using online platforms, assessing credible information, and using digital tools effectively, sometimes due to limited or insufficient parental support; parents with low income might have limited digital skills which will make it impossible for them to assist their children with online education and gain digital competence, (NHS, 2017). Children from disadvantaged socioeconomic backgrounds can find it difficult to progress at the same level as their peers with more advanced digital skills, socioeconomic disadvantaged have created a disparity in educational performance and limit children social interactions because they cannot take part in online communities and cannot access to information that is increasingly available online, (Ragnedda, Ruiu and Addeo, 2022). During the Covid-19 pandemic the digital disparity have been acute because digital devices with internet connectivity have played a crucial role in helping people to keep in touch with relatives, children and young people to have access to online education, (Baker et al., 2020). Welsh Government have put in place a program in July 2019 calls Digital Communities Wales the program helps people to develop digital skills and reduce digital exclusion focusing on digital services, digital economy, and digital connectivity, the program works with other organisations that can reach those digitally excluded and was originally set to run until June 2022 but has been extended until June 2025, (Welsh Government , 2020). Socioeconomic status plays an important role in digital equity and literacy in children and young people because parents from higher socioeconomic status are more likely to be digital literate and there for be able to give their children support and guide them correctly, (Harris, Straker and Pollock, 2017). Although having access to digital technology can have a positive impact on children and young people it can also have negative impact if they are not effectively digital literate, internet could have content which can be inappropriate for children and young people and also expose them to cyber bullying and it can be difficult for parents to monitor what their children access online especially if they are not digital literate themselves, (Aspire Early Education, 2024). The ethnic minority groups in Britain are largely influenced by the nation’s historical experiences of imperialism and colonial rule over various regions, which led to significant immigration waves starting in the mid-20th century; the rise of Ethnicity from the mid-1980s and onwards as a primary framework for identity has reflected on the revival of culture as the base of political action but also increased separation in the social and economic experiences between now labelled African Caribbean known back then as West Indian and Asian groups, (Byrne et al., 2020). Ethnicity plays an important role in digital equity and literacy among children and young people, which results in disparities were minority ethnic groups have less access to technology, low digital skills compare to their peers and creates digital divide with important consequences for education, social involvement and employment, this is mainly due to language barriers, socioeconomic challenges and culture variation, (Bartikowski et al., 2018). Studies has demonstrated that children and young people from ethnic minority groups are more likely to face difficulties to access technology, own a computer or have internet access due to low income and limited opportunities in their communities, although children and young people from ethnic minority may have access to digital technology and access to internet they can have difficulties with digital literacy skills again due to language difference, cultural backgrounds and inexistent or insufficient access to technology in early age, (Room, 2024). Digital divide among children and young people from ethnic minority are more likely to experience educational disparities, social exclusion, and later in life less employment opportunities compare to their other peers; to address that disparity the government has put in place affordable access to internet and digital devices especially in communities which are not well served, the educational programs has been tailored to improve children and young people digital literacy skills putting into consideration their cultural needs by making sure digital content is available in different languages to avoid language barriers, (Gottschalk and Weise, 2023). Welsh Government has introduced digital competence in the education framework across all age groups in order to help children and young people to gain digital skills, knowledge and developed positive, confident attitude and help them to create and think critically when using digital technology, (Welsh Government, 2018).
Ethnic minority groups can face culture and language barriers which will impact their capability to have access to digital resources and opportunities, but they can also face discrimination and bias which will give them limit access to opportunities starting from unequal treatment in education environment (Ma, 2021), however several acts have come into place to promote equality, diversity and give children and young people the inclusive opportunities such as the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which is a legal agreement that has been signed by 192 countries and Wales being one of those countries, (UNICEF, 1989). 
Provide equal access to digital technologies to children and young people from ethnic minority and lower socioeconomic status groups will not only help them to develop their digital skills and literacy but it will also help them to have access to educational resources online, familiarise themselves with digital tools and reduce educational gap between them and their peers, it will also help children and young people to become active and effective members of the digital fast developing society give them various job opportunities, online business opportunities as an entrepreneur later in life, (Ma, 2021). 



Conclusion

Digital equity and literacy have a positive impact on children and young people life it provides them with equal access to education, social opportunities, and enhance their creativity it also has its negative sides, expose children and young people to cyber bullying, expose them to inappropriate content and put them at risk of being groomed by predators and misuse of data, (United Nations, 2022). Lower Socioeconomic and ethnic minority have a negative impact on digital equity and literacy they limit access to digital tools, internet connection and parental support in digital literacy; the government putting in place programs that provide affordable access to internet, access to digital devices introducing digital skills and literacy in education curriculum that initiative will give the opportunities to all children and young people no matter their socioeconomic background or their ethnicity, digital equity is not only having access to technology, but it also gives children and young people the knowledge and opportunity they need to progress effectively in fast digital developing world, (Welsh Government , 2018).
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