2303980	ECEY5004	2060
I confirm that I have not used ani AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.


Language and literacy in the digital age
In this paper, I will be analysing my storytelling recordings, as well as discussing aspects of storytelling in more depth. The aspects I will be discussing are props and puppets, repetition, and acting. I will also be going into more depth about literacy and digital literacy. Storytelling is when a story is told using spoken words, which frequently involves actions, images, sounds, and other aspects to tell the story, according to Margeson (2016). The story I have decided to read is “We’re going on a bear hunt” because it includes a lot of repetition and can also be easily created in a digital format for children to follow along. 
Storytelling
There are multiple benefits to storytelling for children. Farantika et al (2022) suggest that storytelling can develop language skills. When a story is being told, children will hear new words that they will be able to use in their vocabulary. I used repetition in my story so that children will hear the words multiple times, thus giving them clear opportunities to learn more words. Bahrey (2021) suggests that storytelling increases literacy. This is because children are exposed to new words as they engage with more and more stories. Storytelling also allows children to ask questions, which provides them with opportunities to use their language skills (Bahrey 2021). Asking questions is beneficial for development as it enhances their speaking skills, as well as their communication skills. Storytelling helps children develop their oracy skills.
Storytelling helps children’s literacy. According to Maureen et al (2018), “literacy is the use of social practices of creating and interpreting meaning through text.” Whereas digital literacy is used “to refer to the use of social practices of creating and interpreting meaning through texts with technology” (Maureen et al. 2018). Both forms of literacy are still used within the early years, but it is more common that people educate their children through digital literacy. Digital literacy has developed massively over the years. It has its benefits and disadvantages. Mayhew (2023) states that digital literacy in early childhood builds a foundation in , problem-solving, cognitive skills, and safe interactions with digital devices. These are skills that will guide children throughout their educational journey. It is also stated that early familiarity with digital tools will help children gain confidence through navigating technology. Carepointe Academy (2022) suggests that storytelling enhances children’s language development. Stories are able to assist children by developing their reading skills, helps them to learn new words, as well as improving their grammar. The world of technology is growing at a rapid rate, meaning that teaching will look very different in the future, possibly leading to non-digital literacy not being used at all. It will massively impact storytelling as perhaps physical books will no longer be used, instead practitioners will be using tablets that have books digitally with added aspects such as sound effects. 
Although on the other hand, Garcia (2025) suggests that young children's speech and language development is in "steady decline" due to an over-reliance on screen time. Children need traditional storytelling as it is engaging and provides opportunities for speech and language development. Telefónica (2023) suggest that using digital literacy reduces human contact. When children have stories old to them through a tablet device, they are missing out on the engagement between the storyteller and the listener. Studies also show that children do not have a good attention span like they used to years ago. Fortunately, practitioners are able to create a technology-free engaging environment that allows children to properly communicate with each other, thus developing their language skills. 
As previously stated, I read the story of “We’re going on a bear hunt.” I did the story in a traditional way as well as a digital way. During my traditional story, I held the book to the camera and read the story word for word. I used various props in order to create an engaging environment. This draws children’s attention in and helps them to engage with the story. I recorded my digital story as if I was acting it out, not once did the book itself appear in the recording. I still managed to tell the story as it is written in the book by ensuring that I recorded in an appropriate environment. I spoke clearly, and moved with my whole body so that the viewer could see exactly what was going on. These two approaches to storytelling are different from each other. During my traditional story, I stayed in one area and did not move around. In my digital story, I went outside and recorded in a variety of different environments and used what resources I had at my disposal. Both of these recordings are able to promote children’s literacy skills as they each told the story of “We’re going on a bear hunt”, they both had the same outcome in the end. 
Props and puppets
Whilst demonstrating traditional storytelling, I used a variety of props. With the limited resources available to me, I managed to create sound effects that are written in the book. I did this by using things such as a water bottle to make splashing noises, and a notebook to create the sound of a snowstorm. Brun (2018) suggests that the use of props in storytelling can promote a pleasant environment with stories for young children. It is stated that props can assist in attracting children’s attention to the story and deepen their understanding of the story. Huff (2000) states that the use of props helps children to feel and hear the language, as well as making the story come to life, thus making it more engaging for the children. By using props whilst telling the story, I was able to create sound effects so that the story felt more engaging and brought to life.
Puppets are also commonly used in storytelling. Mujahidah et al (2021) argue that puppets may be demonstrated as a learning tool that appeals to children as it helps them to learn the language. Stories are more engaging to children when there are physical items that go with the story. For example, Goldilocks and the three bears can be told with teddy bear puppets, and the storyteller can use different voices for each different character. Children are more likely to engage in a story that has props and puppets than just listening to somebody reading directly from a book. Donnelly (2024) states that puppets are powerful storytelling tools. It is said that interactive storytelling helps children to physically see the story. They are able to begin understanding the story structure and build background knowledge. This is good for children’s language development as it is allowing them to get involved with the storytelling, thus also developing their communication skills.
Huff (2000) suggests that storytelling includes interaction and cooperation. This will then promote literacy to children. Chomsky’s theory of language acquisition is able to support children’s literacy development. Armsted (2023) describes this as, “theory of language acquisition argues that human brain structures naturally allow for the capacity to learn and use languages.” Chomsky believes that children are born with an understanding of the basic rules of language. He also discusses the Language Acquisition Device (LAD), which he claims every child is born with. Armsted (2023) writes that the LAD helps humans to acquire language. It is said that “through a series of underlying processes in the brain, people can naturally recognize and use grammar.” This can be supported in storytelling as children hear new words through stories, and they are then able to use these words within communications with others. 
Repetition
During both types of storytelling, I demonstrated a use of repetition. The dictionary definition of repetition is, ‘the action of repeating something that has already been said or written.’ Krabbenhoft (2019) suggests that when children are exposed to repetition, they expand their knowledge, therefore they begin to notice a variety of things and can learn from it. By using repetition, children are able to remember words and phrases a lot quicker as they are hearing it multiple times. There is a lot of repetition in my chosen story, so by the end, children would be able to join in whilst the story is being told as they will be able to recognise what is being said. A benefit to using repetition is that by constantly repeating certain words and phrases, it helps children with their pronunciations. Arnerich (2023) argues that in the eyes of children, “repetition and doing the same thing over and over is not dry and boring but is actually comforting and familiar.” Children are able to learn quicker if they are hearing the same thing over and over again, rather than hearing a variety of different things at once which can be confusing, resulting in children not learning as much. 
Kerekes (2022) states that repetition is a key aspect of learning. It is also suggested by Kerekes (2022) that “children who are exposed to the repetition of speech sounds, words, and phrases are more likely to develop better language skills at a faster pace.” It is common that when a child is asked to choose a storybook, they will often choose one they have read many times prior. This is due to the fact that they become familiar with the words and phrases in the book, and it is good for language development. According to Gannon (2009), repetition analyses the structure of narrative for children, which will help them to remember what they have read. My story promotes children’s oracy through this as I make sure that I am speaking clearly to ensure that each word is being understood by the children so that they can learn new vocabulary. 
Acting
Whilst demonstrating storytelling through digital technology, I used a variety of acting. Instead of just reading the story, I went outside and acted out the story in order to make it more engaging. I acted out the story and explained what was going on by using actions, therefore it is made to be more accessible to children who perhaps cannot quite understand what is being said. Through digital technology, I was able to bring the story of “We’re going on a bear hunt” to life. Rahiem (2021) points out that research has shown that often, young children are frequently familiar with digital technology before even being introduced to books. This can have a negative impact on child development as they will possibly fall behind in their speech due to the lack of physical literature around them. On the other hand, young children are able to enjoy a story through the use of digital media despite them not being able to understand. My digital story demonstrates this as I recorded in a suitable area which clearly showed the children where I am within the story. 
Lowry (2024) suggests that when acting out a story, it develops children’s understanding of the story. It allows children to consider the character’s perspectives which will allow them to use new vocabulary from the book. These skills are needed for children’s literacy development. Acting out the story and using your whole body rather than sitting down and reading from a book also promotes children's development of their gross motor skills. Nair and Yunus (2021) say that teachers and students are starting to utilise digital storytelling to improve students’ speaking skills. The majority of settings now have designated sessions for children to use technology such as digital tablets and laptops. By using these, they are able to independently listen to and watch stories being read to them. This enhances their language development as they will be able to go through stories in their own time and can rewatch again if they wish to.
Conclusion
To conclude, it is clearly shown that children require frequent storytelling for their development. Using the elements of storytelling that have been discussed (props and puppets, repetition, and acting), I have been able to produce two stories for children that are engaging and promotes the use of language and literacy in the digital age. Theories such as Chomsky’s language acquisition theory is useful for children’s language development, research shows. Research has also shown that storytelling is changing in the digital age, but it should also be considered that good old fashioned storytelling has many benefits for children’s language development. 
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