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Part A:
IMPORTANT FACTORS IN RAISING A BILINGUAL CHILD
INDUCTION
Under the impact of globalization in field of economy and culture, more and more people tends to study a second or even third language, Bilingualism is not a rare phenomenon and occurs in all countries in the world, in all social classes and in all age groups (Marlen van Wechem,2017). According to some data from statistics, it is estimated that more than fifty percent of population including both children and adults in the world learn and use more than one language in their work and daily lives. More and more parents try their best to raise children as bilingual from birth, they believe that bilingualism may bring their children much superiority and more opportunities and further development in future. Actually, many researches show that bilingualism may bring children advantages especially in cognition, for example, bilingual children grow intensified awareness of metalinguistic, and control of attention as well. Bilingual acquisition are likely to be beneficial to cultivate children’s thinking and communicative competence. 

In the process of attempts and trials of raising the bilingual children, parents are encountering problems or difficulties, such as, when is the best time and the proper age for child to start with bilingual education? where should the child learn the second language? Is it necessary to sent the child to the foreign school? Will bilingualism affect the acquisition of the mother tongue? Should the parents speak mother tongue at home? What should the parents do when the child refuse to speak one of the languages? What are the most important in raising a bilingual child? Many researchers have done much about these questions and have offered adoptable guides and strategies to parents. Hereby, I want to discuss the factors affecting child lingual education mostly.
GENERAL COMPRENHENSION OF BILIGUALISM EDUCATION
Definition of bilingualism
Bilingualism has two different dimensions - bilingualism as an individual characteristic and bilingualism an a social group , community, region or country. To individuals, bilingualism literally means the ability to speak two languages successfully. Bilingual education is ‘a simple label for a complex phenomenon’(Cazden & Snow,1990). 

Measurements of bilingual language ability 

Formally, individual language ability probably consists of receptive skills and productive skills. The receptive language skills refers to the learners are exposed to language atmosphere and materials and receive codes and information and interpret the codes in communication. Actually, Receptive skills mainly include listening ability and reading ability. The measurements of receptive skills concerns much more on language receiving and understanding, instead of outcome of language, they are not required the language production. So, receptive skills are usually considered as passive skills. Productive skills refer to learners ability to response to the language positively and make language production in appropriate situations. For instance, skills in speaking and writing. In search for the distinctions and relationship between the two skills, we can take classroom learning for example. In the classroom, we find that the receptive skills are the previous conditions and foundation of productive skills, and the two sets of skills naturally support and affect each other, sometimes integrated in the process of language learning. For example, we find that developing reading skills can contribute to the development of writing, and listening skill is usually closely link to oral speaking skill in practical teaching cases.
However, it is not recommended to classify and measure the language ability for bilingual learners simply, it is proposed for researchers to take sub-skills into consideration because the tow dimensions of bilingualism in strength and size are different. For the bilingual learns, it is normal that some can listen and speak well, but can not write in certain language, others can get high scores in reading and writing, but low in listening and speaking, just like ‘the deaf English’ appears frequently in for some non-native speaker to learn foreign language. Therefore, the diversity of bilingual abilities seems to mean that it is possible for a child acquire each language and develop bilingual even multilingual ability more or less.

Types of childhood bilingualism : Simultaneous or sequential ?

Parents are doubtful about the sequence of language learning, they are not certain that whether child should be placed in the situation of bilingual education simultaneously or sequentially. Simultaneous bilingualism means a child learning first and second language at the same phase in early ages, even from the the child’s birth. For example, two parents in the same family speaks different languages, the child may acquire both languages simultaneously. And the children in immigrating families will experience simultaneous more frequently as well. On the contrary, sequential bilingualism means that child learn different languages in sequence, usually mother tongue first, then the second language. For example, when the child goes to a nursery or elementary school, he or she starts the second language, after acquiring the first language at home. The distinction of the two concepts focus on the time and sequence of bilingual education.

Many people hold the opinion that the children should be proposed to be sequential bilingual, because they worry about that the early bilingual education would weaken and delay their mother tongue, or lead child to make a confusion of two languages. However, Winsleretal’s(1999) research on Spanish-speaking Mexican-American children show that the simultaneous bilingual children can develop the first language in proficiency as well as the second language, and early bilingual education did not lead to native language loss.
FACTORS AFFECTING CHILD BILINGUAL EDUCATION
Theories about Bilingual learning is are highly correlated to SLA theories. The assessment of  success of child bilingual education involves the consideration of the literacy, oracy ability, and receptive, productive ability, impacted greatly by learners’ language system, learning processes and mechanisms, and Characteristics of learners themselves. According to Colin Baker(2014) view on the question ‘What are the most important factors in raising a bilingual child?’ making  language development a enjoyable and positive journey, encouraging and supportive attitudes towards bilingualism, adequate and exposure to two languages and approximate balance, language surroundings from parents such as proper instructions and learning environment establishment, are most imports factors in raising a bilingual child. The process of language development and acquisition is a dynamic and evolving course, which involves the impacts from internal and external, both play crucial roles in child bilingual development.
Internal factors


Internal factors are decisive in bilingual acquiring for children. When the internal language system and mechanism are active, children are willing to get touch with languages and wish to obtain. On the other hand, if the children refuse to be exposed to languages and tend to be negative, failure of bilingual learning may happen. For example, some children with infantile autism or physical illness may suffer from speech impediments. Internal factors can be of the followings:

Motivation and attitude
Motivation and attitude are two important affective factors in the process of child bilingual acquisition. Montano and Kasprzyk (2008) assert that: Attitude is determined by the individual’s belief about outcomes or attributes of performing the behaviour (behavioural beliefs), weighted by evaluations of these outcomes or attributes. Therefore, if the children are active and inserted positive value and belief to bilingualism, they can made ideal progress in bilingual acquisition. On the contrary, a child who holds negative and even resisted attitude will lead interruption and failure of bilingualism. Some research findings show that Pupils are higher in motivation and attitudes towards bilingualism than preschool children, so, in many countries, for example, in China, most of children start with a second language when they go to nursery school or primary school, or follow bilingual secondary education to learn English to a high standard, which is considered to be high motivation to bilingualism.

General results of formal research have proved that positive attitude high level of motivation, especial internal motivation, such as integrative motivation and instrumental motivation, will promote the success of language learning.
Personality and beliefs 
Personality is unique for each child. Various in personality will lead to different belief in languages. Bilinguals tend to be bicultural ( LaFromboise et al., 1993). Therefore, It is not rare that the personality and belief will change when the switch from one language to another, which has also been proved by many authoritative researches. To explain this phenomenon, Cultural Frame Switching effect (Hong, Chiu, & Kung, 1997; Hong, Morris, Chiu, & Benet-Martínez, 2000) may be the most convinced theoretical explanations, the researcher found that bilingual children switch belief and values when they are faced up with culture-relevant stimuli. Children’s behaviours, minds and feelings can be influenced by the internalized regulations and cultures from two languages.  

Self identity and bilingualism

Children hope to find his own portrait and position in language learning. Continuous,stable and distinctive self identity is said to be helpful for children to be bilingual. Self identity is implicit and subtle substances of cognition, it is usually formed by the collection of experience and perception , as by the teacher’s manner in working with a child. Identity must have depth of reference to the culture. This is what Sullivan described as ‘learn about self from the mirror of other people.’ The child can acquire experience, including awareness and competence of bilingualism as well from the way he is treated and the people he gets contact with in the long term of studying and growing. The higher self identity the child has, the more successful the bilingualism will be. Also, It is easy to find that improving children’s self identity is also beneficial to bridge the gap between children’s achievement in bilingualism and the expectations, attitudes from parents and teachers.
External Factors  

External factors affecting raising bilingual child includes the influences of the children’s physical characteristics, for instance, age of bilingual, parents’ interference, learning environment, learning materials and frequency,etc. Each of the following factor will give impacts on children’s bilingual development and socialization, and several factors will be integrated together to generate influences on individuals’ bilingual acquisition sometimes.
Age of bilingualism
The factor of age refers to evaluating the children’s chronological age, maturational age and developmental level of the child’s communication. Chronological age is usually measured by the time (years and months) that something or someone has existed. Maturational age, also named mental age, is used to measure the children's current cognitive functioning level. And the developmental level of the child’s communication refers to the location of the child's achievement on a continuum of developmental milestones. These age and developmental factors may influence bilingual language acquisition(Perani, D. et al.1998).

According to the theory ‘Critical Period Hypothesis’,  there is an ideal sensitive period for people to acquire language. If people miss this time, it will become much more difficult and need more efforts to learn language. Although this theory has been challenged for so many years, but it still provide enrich evidence that there is a close link between age and language acquisition. For many failure of child bilingualism cases in China, for example, are probably because the child is proposed to start with bilingualism when they go to nursery or primary school. Now more and more people believe that the best age of bilingualism is 4-7 year-old for children, and even some parents will develop the child to be bilingual from the birth..
Parents’ influences and interference
Parents’ influences on child bilingual raising involves many aspects. Firstly, the educational  levels of parents are crucial for them to raise a bilingual child. Related research has shown that parents’ attitudes and beliefs towards bilingualism is close connected to their educational levels. The parents who own high education level will be more successful to foster children’s language and academic competence in the child bilingual acquisition. 

Secondly, positive attitude to child’s bilingualism is more important. There is no need to be worried and irritated when child makes mistake or shows low competence in language in the process of acquisition. Understanding and encouragements are more important to inspire child to challenge the difficulties and hinders bravely in future. A bad emotion or critical blow will set blocks for child bilingual acquiring.  

Besides, instant and effective instructions and help from parents to child language learning are very necessary. child may encounter lots of difficulties in the long course of language learning, he needs helps and is eager to get correct instructions from parents or teachers. Even though informational era came in, in which the child can get a hand from mediums or internet easily and quickly, the importance of roles of parents in instruction and help is irreplaceable in the process of raising child bilingualism. 
Language learning surroundings

The most important factor for raising bilingual child, is good environments. According to the numerous anecdotal cases and researches, the children who are in immigrating families are approved to be more successful in bilingualism. And the children who are sent to the international schools or training institutes in which the children can be placed in a native learning settings and immersed in the completely enriched language learning atmosphere. Therefore, native environments play important role in the success of raising bilingual child.

Also, non-threatening, supporting and collaborative surroundings are beneficial to develop children’s potential competence and expectation to use language from the perspectives of psychology and psycholinguistics. If the children will feel pressed and forced to learn a language, the failure of language acquisition will be destined. Threatening and nervous environments will wear away their confidence, patience and persistence. Therefore, try to make children be placed in ideal bilingual learning surroundings through diversified, multidimensional, supportive and colorful settings at home or in classroom teaching.

Timing of Exposure

Another most important factor is to ensure the children have adequate exposure to both languages. The nature of language is to communicate each other. It is believed that there is a unbalance between the first language and second language, and it is normal that some children tend to be afraid of using (even refuse to use) a certain language in the process of bilingualism. Children need a constant,continuous and enriching exposure to both languages to achieve competence in both. What the parents should do are identifying when the two languages are introduced and making sure at when in the child's life does the language exposure begin. 

CONCLUSION
Bilingualism is a hot and still complex issue. The success of developing child bilingual competence involves various aspects and different disciplines. Researchers have made efforts but still remained challengable. In this paper, I try to understand the basic concepts of bilingualism, and find the related factors affecting raising child bilingualism after reading related papers and documents. Certainly, the illustration above is not very comprehensive and reasonable, which will drive me to deepen and further the research on bilingualism.
REFERENCES

Marlen van Wechem (2017), A parents’ guide to bilingualism, Macmillan Education.

Colin Baker(2001), ‘Bilingualism:Definitions and Distinctions’, Foundations of Bilingual Education 

and Bilingualism, 3rd edn.Great Britain by Biddles Ltd.

CAZDEN, C.B. & SNOW, C.E., 1990a, Preface to C.B. CAZDEN & C.E. SNOW (eds), English Plus:

Issues in Bilingual Education. London: Sage.
WINSLER, A. et al., 1999, When learning a second language does not mean losing the first: Bilingual language development in low-income, Spanish-speaking children attending bilingual

preschool. Child Development 70 (2), 349–362.
Colin Baker(2014), A Parents’ and Teachers’ Guide to Bilingualism, 4th ed. Short Run Press Ltd. P82-84.
Montano, D. E., & Kasprzyk, D. (2008). Theory of reasoned action, theory of planned behaviour, and the integrated behavioural model. In K.

Glanz, B. Rimer & K. Viswanath (Eds.), Health behavior and health education: Theory, research, and practice (pp. 67-96). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.
LaFromboise, T., Coleman, H. L., & Gerton, J. (1993). Psychological impact of biculturalism: Evidence and theory. Psychological Bulletin, 114, 395–412.
Hong, Y.-Y., Morris, M. W., Chiu, C.-Y., & Benet-Martínez, V. (2000). Multicultural minds: Adynamic constructivist approach to culture and cognition. American Psychologist, 55, 709–720.

Harry S. Sullivan. Conception of Modern Psychiatry. Washington, D.C.: William Alanson White Psychiatric Foundation, 1947.
Perani, D. et al. (1998). The bilingual brain: Proficiency and age of acquisition of the second language. Brain, 121, 1841-1852.

LoCastro, V. (2001). Individual differences in second language acquisition: attitudes, learner subjectivity, and L2 pragmatic norms. System, 29, 69-89.
Spira, M.K., Grossman, S.F., & Wolff-Bensdorf, J. (2002). Voice and identity in a bicultural/bilingual environment. Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal, 19, 115-138.
Part B:
SUGGESTIONS TO PARENTS FOR BRINGING UP A BILINGUAL CHILD
Induction

Since more and more parents are trapped by some confusion in raising bilingual children. I

hereby offer the parents some suggestions basing on the analysis and comprehension of

the factors affecting the child bilingual acquisitions, and I hope they will be helpful for them.
General Tips for Bilingual Parents

Value bilingualism as much as possible.
Developing children’s bilingualism is a necessary and overwhelming option for most parents, which is fit for the requirement of development of the era and society, and the need of individual further development as well. Don’t be suspicious of bilingualism, and it is the right time to cast away the concept that child bilingualism would delay language development and affect intelligence of child. The findings of researches have offer abundant evidence for it. 
Develop child’s bilingual competence as early as possible 
Please remember to get your child to start with bilingualism as early as possible. According to the theory ‘CPH’, there is a critical period for child to acquire languages. And many experts suggest that child should start with a new language learning during 4 to 7 year-old, no more than 11 year-old. If the child miss the crucial time span, it is more difficult for he to acquire the language, and even lost the good chance to be a native speaker. Therefore, please start as early as possible, and there is no need to worry about that learning a second language at early ages will lead the mixture of two languages. It has been proved that bilingualism is not harmful for the first language by many case study and research, the fuss some incidents of mixing the two language will be solved and disappear naturally with the establishment of language regulations when child grows elder.  

Setting ideal language learning surroundings for child bilingualism
Language learning need contexts and good learning settings. For child bilingualism, there is nothing more important than speaking the second (or minority ) language to child if parents are proficient in a foreign (or minority ) language. For the parents who are not highly educated, they have potential to get help from instrument, such as DVD equipment, or send child to a foreign training institute to study language. If so, child can be placed into a native and immersed second language environment to learn language, which will promote child’s native language ability.
Parents should play appropriate role in the process of child bilingualism.
The best roles of parents in raising child bilingualism are buddy, assistant, appreciator and instructor, instead of judge, supervisor. Child need the help, encouragement, appreciation from parents, especially when they encounter hinders and troubles in language learning. Do not always be seized by child occasional mistakes and degeneration in language.
Try to maximize the exposure to the second language 
To make the child be fluent and native in foreign language, you need to make the child exposed to second language. For example, parents can speak foreign language to interact with child at home at any place and under any circumstance, or make child be immersed in language atmosphere by turning the TV/radio on, travelling to the country, etc.

Encourage your child always 
Please encourage your child s much as possible, instead of blaming or making fun of his mistakes, especially when the child encounter troubles and degeneration in language. Maintain doing efforts for child’s bilingualism and never give up. 
Develop child’s language ability in thinking, Avoiding ‘Chinglish’(for Chinese parents)
Focusing on the thinking ability when raise a bilingual child, and adopt the interactive and communicative teaching methods, such as Immersion Teaching Method, Communicating Teaching Method, instead of the Grammar and Translation Teaching Method.
