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wo people mutually agreeing
Tto get together to share an

intimate moment is generally
seen as normal human behaviour
- nothing out of the ordinary.
But two men, with one of them a
male escort, mutually agreeing to
share sexual intimacy raises many
questions. Why? Explanations, as
Kevin Walby points out, cannot
rely on the conventional and
out-of-date psychoanalytical and
criminological accounts of prosti-
tution, deviance and moral regula-

tion. The postmodern view is
that sexual pleasures are self-
sufficiently erotic acts and inter-
actions, and that the connections
between sexualities and power
are not always bound by repres-
sion. By drawing on the insights
on sexualities provided by Michel
Foucault and the work of inter-
actionist scholars such as Erving
Goffman and Herbert Blumer,
Touching Encounters offers
insights into how male escorting
unfolds and evolves as part of
people’s lives, and how we can
better conceptualise men’s bodies
and sexual intimacy between men.
There are many positive
features of this book, and one
of the particular strengths of
Walby’s research is the refreshing
and novel storyline that what
escorts and clients do is not just
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sex and an economic exchange
but also involves human interac-
tions, often not publicly aired,
“camaraderie” and “temporary
companionship”. So the concept
of “touching encounters” emerges
in the male escort literature: a
relational (as opposed to solely
commercial) encounter, with rich
discourses about sexuality, gender
and human interactions. What
makes the book a good read is

its presentation of escorts’ frank
narratives about unexpected crea-
tivity in such encounters, and the
affective nature of relationships
with some of their clients.

Technologies have
created an open forum
for a recreational model
of sexual intimacy to
flourish between men

I enjoyed many of the insights
this work has to offer about men
— for example, the discussion of
how these men use their bodies
to provide pleasure for other men,
a topic frequently associated with
women but seldom with men. The
sexualisation of men’s badies
receives much-needed critical
attention in this research. Using
Foucault’s concept of “technolo-
gies of the self”, we are offered
rich illustrations of how men use
“body reflective practices such
as plucking, cutting, trimming,
preening, waxing, pumping and
shaving” to achieve “sexual
performances expected from the
male escort bodies”. Trust me, it
makes interesting reading. As a
gerontologist, I was particularly
interested in the notion that the
ageing male escort body can be
less touchable and the fallible
(read non-erect) penis can lead
to “desexualized touching”.

I was impressed to learn about
how internet technologies have
created opportunities for escorts
to engage in entrepreneurial self-
employment. I could not help but
reflect on the way that such tech-
nologies have created an open
forum for a recreational model
of sexual intimacy to flourish
between men. It was interesting
to read about the labour over-
tones in Walby’s discussion of
what internet escorts say about
what they do. For example, to
gain a competitive advantage in
the “market”, escorts engage
aesthetic labour in the presen-
tation of their bodies to clients,

targeting “niche markets”
“global cities”. There is a
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work offers a “research [a
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