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Assessment 1

Domesday Book

In the winter of 1085/6, shortly after the holding of the Christmas court at Gloucester, King William the Conqueror sent out administrators across the country to itemize all the assets of the country down the last pig and ox,
 although animals are absent in the larger part of the surviving documents.
 The record was to include the value of the land and its holders now and before 1066, and from whom they held it.

The result was the production of essentially two books, Little Domesday and Great Domesday, so named because the former was a smaller volume containing the data from Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex, and the latter showing the rest of the country except for certain regions left out or not surviving in the manuscripts, such as London. The language in which it was written was an abbreviated form of Latin, difficult for the layman to decipher but very detailed and invaluable for later historians. It has become, as Marc Morris puts it, ‘the single greatest description of a pre-industrial society anywhere in the world’.

Its purpose is less clear-cut. As King William believed that everyone in the land ultimately held their estates from him, the common belief is that it was created primarily for the reasons of taxation. However, another theory is that the precise naming of landholders may well suggest a need for some form of central record-keeping of inheritance rights as there had been many disputes and litigation over ownership of land and property.
 

The Domesday Book bibliography was compiled referring to books from my own collection plus a search of material on the internet, using databases such as COPAC.

BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR INTRODUCTION

Douglas, David C., William the Conqueror (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1964).

Morris, Marc, The Norman Conquest (London: Hutchinson, 2012).

Swanton, Michael, trans. and ed., The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (London: J.M. Dent, 1997).

Williams, Ann, and Martin, G.H., eds, Domesday Book (London: Penguin Books, 2002).

Williams, Ann, and G.H. Martin, eds, Domesday Book (London: Penguin Books, 2002).

This title is one of the more accessible hard-copy editions available of the whole of Domesday Book. It has been completely translated into modern English and thus easily understandable for those with little or no experience of medieval documents. Its mass market distribution also renders it widely available in both hardback and paperback editions. The editors are experts in their fields. It will appeal both to serious students of medieval England and to those who wish to peruse it occasionally to find specific entries. It has the advantage of covering all the counties which were included in the original survey.

Open Domesday <https://opendomesday.org> [Accessed 15 October 2018].

This is an important resource to be found on the internet, and its search facility is free of charge. It is of particular interest to students who wish to search Domesday for specific places. An online facsimile of the single entry, or the whole page on which an entry is to be found, can be examined on screen or downloaded. The entries are in the original Latin but a checklist of the important components are shown in modern English on the website. This is a valuable resource for those who either have no bound hard copy of the information, or alternatively wish to pick out particular elements easily and quickly.

Hinde, Thomas, ed., The Domesday Book: England’s Heritage, Then and Now (London: Hutchinson, 1985; repr. 1986).

For the more casual reader, this edition would be very useful. It would appeal primarily to those new to the subject as the book has been designed to be an introduction to Domesday itself. It includes brief histories of Domesday itself and why it came about. Each of the counties is given significant attention, with some Domesday entries treated to a full description and discussion. There follows a gazetteer with the main details of the Domesday entries. One of the more attractive features of the book is the fact that there are also illustrations of important places, buildings or items, including a handsome reproduction of a Domesday page. 

Alecto Historical Editions, Great Domesday (Millenium Edition, 2 vols) (London: Alecto Historical Editions, 1986).

On the nine-hundredth anniversary of the production of Domesday, a new edition was manufactured involving the photographing of every folio of Domesday in order to produce exact copies of the original, and which was bound using similar materials. These copies were limited and thus extremely rare, and they represent the closest yet the modern day can come to the Norman artefact. In addition to the two volumes of the Latin book, there are matching volumes giving a modern English translation. Due to the cost, this would appeal mainly to scholarly institutions or libraries to provide an example to students and others of what the original book would have been like. The exercise of replicating the individual pages, however, has provided the opportunity of using the photographs for other purposes such as availability online.

National Archives <https://nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday> [Accessed 13 December 2018].

The National Archives contains the original copies of Domesday. The whole of Great Domesday and Little Domesday can be accessed by searching for keywords and a copy of a facsimile of the appropriate page can be downloaded for a fee. This will be an extract of the Alecto edition mentioned above. This approach may be attractive to family historians to acquire top quality copies to embellish their own histories, or perhaps to other scholars interested in the history of a specific place or region. 

Domesday Book: 1. Kent, ed. by Philip Morgan (Chichester: Phillimore, 1983).

This resource was for a long time one of the most economic methods of obtaining an excerpt from Domesday. The series covered the data for the thirty-four counties available, each volume concentrated on a single county. Thus the general public could acquire hard copies of the areas in which they were interested. The format was of a convenient size, and the text inside was clear and easy to read with the Latin on the verso page and the translation in English on the recto page. Although this edition was not uniformly praised and should not be regarded as the most authoritative available, these volumes are still very useful, as they are of a smaller dimension than the complete Book, and can be easily transported and used when travelling or even as simply more comfortable to hold and read.

Domesday Explorer, The History Press (2010) [on CD-ROM].

The CD is an electronic representation of the Phillimore editions of Domesday. It is useful as a searchable resource and would be of interest to students and others who have limited or no access to the internet and thus unable to use the currently available web-based facilities to access Domesday. It suffers from the same drawbacks as mentioned above for the paper version, but again it is convenient and could provide a starting-point for more exhaustive research in other Domesday editions.

Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England <http://domesday.pase.ac.uk>
[Accessed 13 December 2018].

This is an ongoing project which is essentially a database of the names of those mentioned in Domesday together with the statistics of what it is recorded that they owned or controlled. The project in its entirety involves the collation of other data available from Anglo-Saxon England prior to the making of Domesday, but it is possible to extract specific Domesday data as it relates to the named people within the book. For example, a search for a given name will bring back the macro-data showing how many estates that person held together with their total value. The data can then be downloaded. Parties interested in the website would include statisticians and those wishing to study the population or the wealth of certain individuals in Anglo-Saxon England.

Extracts from Domesday Book <http://domesdayextracts.co.uk> [Accessed 13 December 2018].

This is a commercial website with limited attraction for the serious student. It does provide a service in that its database is searchable by the name of the settlement in which the viewer is interested, whereupon a high-quality image can be purchased for download and subsequent home printing. This comprises the Latin inscription followed by an English translation and a generous glossary of terms. A prospective purchaser may be someone interested in framing a single entry from Domesday relating to their own village or town.

Farley, Abraham, ed., The Domesday Book (London: Society of Antiquaries, 1783).

This edition is of interest mainly because it was the first edition ever printed of Domesday. Produced by the civil servant Abraham Farley, it is notable and important because it widened the potential access to the Book even though the cost of it was prohibitive to the general public. Fascination with the past was rising during this period and continued to accelerate into the next century, when additions to the publication were made. A significant step forward was achieved when the book underwent the photozincographic process eighty years later and editions of this book became available for a much lower cost.

� Michael Swanton, trans. and ed., The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (London: J.M. Dent, 1997), p.216.


� Ann Williams and G.H. Martin, eds, Domesday Book (London: Penguin Books, 2002), p.vii.


� Marc Morris, The Norman Conquest (London: Hutchinson, 2012), p.307.


� David C. Douglas, William the Conqueror (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1964),  pp.352-353.
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