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Database activity on the slave ship Hannibal 

The aim of this essay is to report the information that was discovered through the use of the Slave Voyages Database.[footnoteRef:1] This Database maintains records of the voyages which were undertaken by the ships that took part in the slave trade. The subject of this report is the slave ship Hannibal and her voyage that took place in between 1693 and 1694.[footnoteRef:2] The report will convey information such as her port of origin, destination, the number of slaves carried, and any other information that is required to be given.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  Slave Voyages, Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade Database (2020) < https://www.slavevoyages.org/voyage/database#results > [Accessed: 14th November 2020].  ]  [2:  Slave Voyages, 2020. ]  [3:  Slave Voyages, 2020. ] 


According to the database, Hannibal’s voyage began in London on October 25th, 1693.[footnoteRef:4] This can be seen in the database where the voyage is given the ID number: 9714.[footnoteRef:5] To view the start date though a user has to open the entire voyage record since when the database’s search engine brings up the voyage it only shows the ID number and the year of the voyage’s completion.[footnoteRef:6] The voyage was completed on November 4th 1694.[footnoteRef:7] The Database does provide a date for when the Hannibal departed for home as well which stands on May 2nd 1695.[footnoteRef:8] A date for when Hannibal arrived back in London is not provided though one could possibly be estimated if relevant data were available.[footnoteRef:9]  [4:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [5:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [6:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [7:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [8:  Slave Voyages, 2020. ]  [9:  Slave Voyages, 2020.   ] 


The captain of the ship during the examined voyage was Thomas Phillips who has recently gained some notoriety due to Black Lives Matter protests of 2020.[footnoteRef:10] This notoriety is apparently justified as Philips is seemingly recognised as a captain who lost a significant number of his cargo during Hannibal’s voyage.[footnoteRef:11] Philips was also a member of the Royal African Company which held  a charter originating from 1672.[footnoteRef:12] The Royal African Company’s charter gave it a monopoly over the English slave trade which was not broken until 1698.[footnoteRef:13] This means that Philips was not just an ordinary captain but someone who also had great interest in the success of the slave trade due to financial reasons.[footnoteRef:14] The above probably applied to this voyage more than others as the Hannibal was owned by the Royal African Company.[footnoteRef:15]  [10:  James Thomas, ‘Slave trader's town centre plaque stripped from wall in Brecon’, Hereford Times, 12th June 2020 < https://www.herefordtimes.com/news/18512165.slave-traders-town-centre-plaque-stripped-wall-brecon> [Accessed: 14th November 2020]. ]  [11:  Thomas, ‘Slave trader's town centre plaque stripped from wall in Brecon’, 2020. ]  [12:  Henry Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 4th November 2020 < https://www.britannica.com/topic/Western-colonialism> [Accessed: 14th November 2020]. ]  [13:  Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020. ]  [14:  Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020. ]  [15:  Slave Voyages, 2020.] 


During the voyage of 1694 Hannibal carried nearly seven hundred slaves between Africa and the Americas.[footnoteRef:16] The record however shows an interesting set of data in that two different batches of slaves were collected from Africa before Hannibal went to the Americas.[footnoteRef:17] She first stopped at the port of Whydah in Benin where she picked up six hundred and thirty-four slaves.[footnoteRef:18] Her second port is given by the database as the Gold Coast which lies in present day Ghana and the Ivory Coast.[footnoteRef:19] A specific port is not given but the record states that Hannibal picked up fifty slaves from the Gold Coast.[footnoteRef:20] Interestingly only three hundred and seventy two slaves disembarked from the ship when she arrived in Barbados.[footnoteRef:21] This would suggest that just under half of the slaves being carried by the Hannibal died during the crossing.[footnoteRef:22] To highlight how many slaves were lost the record shows that mortality rate of the Hannibal’s cargo was only 47%.[footnoteRef:23] This means that just under half of all slaves died during transit. The cargo mostly consisted of males which stood at 66.1% whereas females made up 26.9% of the cargo with the remainder being made up of children.[footnoteRef:24]    [16:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [17:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [18:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [19:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [20:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [21:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [22:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [23:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [24:  Slave Voyages, 2020.] 

Unfortunately, the actual identities of the slaves transported on the Hannibal are unknown. This is likely down to the period in which the voyage took place as at this point there was very little interest in the collection of material about the identities of slaves. The idea of collecting data about slaves apart from that of a financial nature did not really take hold until the abolition movement started in the 18th Century.[footnoteRef:25] In an effort to show the horrors of the slave trade those who favoured abolition collected testimonies from slaves to show the inhumane nature of the slave trade.[footnoteRef:26] As no such testimonies were collected at the time of the Hannibal the identities of her cargo are unfortunately lost. There is also the simpler explanation that since the slaves were treated as financial assets. Any records kept about them was for economic transactions only which is why these cargoes are described by numbers rather than any qualitative data.  [25:  The National Archives, Abolition of the Slave Trade (2020) < https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm > [Accessed: 14th November 2020]. ]  [26:  The National Archives, 2020. ] 

The voyage of the Hannibal is interesting as it can tell historians a lot about the slave trade especially in its early years. Perhaps the most important point is that the voyage confirms that the English were involved in the slave trade long before the British Empire.[footnoteRef:27] Due to the present debate surrounding slavery many people have forgotten that the slave trade was flourishing even before the establishment of the Kingdom of Great Britain and her successor states.[footnoteRef:28] The databases record of the Hannibal can be used to disprove this myth and show people that the slave trade went on for far longer than many assume.[footnoteRef:29] The record can also tell historians that the slave trade was highly organised even when it was only decades old.[footnoteRef:30] The fact that the Hannibal was owned by the Royal African Company shows how quickly the slave trade developed into a highly organised commercial operation.[footnoteRef:31] This is important as the Royal African Company only gained permission to take part in the slave trade in 1672, which is only twenty two years before the Hannibal’s voyage.[footnoteRef:32] This data shows that whilst Hannibal’s voyage may be considered by some to be unremarkable, it highlights just how quickly the slave trade became an important business opportunity for the England and other states.[footnoteRef:33] The record also confirms that the Royal African Company was likely buying slaves from the Kingdom of Whydah which was one of the African kingdoms which took part in the slave trade.[footnoteRef:34] This means that Hannibal’s voyage is important as it also highlights that the slave trade was a form of international commerce between sovereign states as early as the 17th Century.[footnoteRef:35]  [27:  Slave Voyages, 2020; Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020.]  [28:  Slave Voyages, 2020; Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020.]  [29:  Slave Voyages, 2020; Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020.]  [30:  Slave Voyages, 2020.        ]  [31:  Slave Voyages, 2020; Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020.]  [32:  Slave Voyages, 2020.]  [33:  Slave Voyages, 2020; Magdoff, ‘Western Colonialism’, 2020.]  [34:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Ouidah’, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 10th March 2016 < https://www.britannica.com/place/Ouidah > [Accessed: 14th November 2020].]  [35:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Ouidah’, 2016. ] 

In terms of methodology the above information was logic collected through the manipulation of the slave voyages database’s search engine.[footnoteRef:36] As the name of the ship and year of the examined voyage had been chosen before the search began with a general search with the name of the Hannibal and the year being inserted into the search engine.[footnoteRef:37] This came up with three records belonging to free ships that were called Hannibal. As the search results listed the year of completion of the ships’ voyages it was fairly easy to identify the correct Hannibal. The exact locations of the ports were also located through the use of the map feature included in the database.[footnoteRef:38] This location was then clarified through the use of Google maps as the port of Whydah, now known as Ouidah, is still a city in modern Benin.[footnoteRef:39] This also led to the identifying of the Kingdom of Whydah and its trading relationship with the Royal African Company with regards towards the slave trade.[footnoteRef:40]     [36:  Slave Voyages, 2020]  [37:  Slave Voyages, 2020]  [38:  Slave Voyages, 2020]  [39:  Slave Voyages, 2020]  [40:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, ‘Ouidah’, 2016. ] 
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