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 ABSTRACT
  Virtual learning environments (VLEs) is now widely used in educational settings to structure, manage, and deliver learning activities and content. They are known for their expertise in student tracking and managing online assessments. (JISC, 2009)
  This study is based on the results of an online poll about VLE that was conducted among TSD students. The purpose of the survey is to find out how VLE affects students. The key questions posed to the students are whether the Moodle encourage them to learn independently (Q7 Appendix); whether the Moodle has a positive impact on the students (Q12 Appendix); and whether Moodle increase their motivation to learn (Q14 Appendix).      According to the students who took part in the study, using Moodle improved their learning and motivation to learn.
INTRODUCTION
  Distance learning allows prospective students more flexibility to pursue a course of study that is better suited to their specific lifestyle and circumstances (http://www. Moodle), which has been in development for over ten years. Guided by social constructionist pedagogy, provides a powerful set of learner-centric tools and collaborative learning environments that empower both teaching and learning (GNU General Public License). At TSD Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) can provide students with a rich and rewarding study experience using technology such as Moodle, various e-learning packages, growing collections of e:resources, and the use of audio, video, and other interactive materials. (http://www.ihumanities.org/)
  Moodle is an online learning platform that allows you to design online courses, assign homework, and track your student progress.
In the UK ministry of education, the computers for learning have been used since 1970(Blackboard, 2011) but “Moodle” the most popular VLE was introduced in 2001(Ofsted, 2009). According to BECTA in 2007 VLE are gaining popularity among schools and local education agency (Becta,2007). By 2011 Moodle was used in 212 countries with 49,365 active sites in more than seventy-five languages (Moodle, 2011).                                                                                                                                                                                          
  What is Moodle and why do people use it? Moodle is an acronym that stands for Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment. In English, this refers to a method used by educational institutions to distribute courses and learning materials to students. Moodle is commonly used in colleges and universities, but it is also used in other schools and enterprises. (Beamstack.com, online). Moodle not only enables online or remote learning, but it also enables resources to be made available to students enrolled in instructor-led sessions. Moodle also includes a variety of settings and tools for use. Moodle enables communication between the instructor and students, as well as communication among students. Communication in Moodle can take the form of forums, blogs, chats, and messages between students enrolled in a course. This is advantageous because, if the course is online or distance learning, communication is critical to ensuring that the lesson is effective, and if there is a problem, there are resources accessible to enable for effective communication.
 Martin Dougiamas (founder and CEO) created Moodle out of a desire to give educators a tool to build high-quality online learning experiences. According to him developing an online learning solution that is adaptable to the needs of learners, accessible, and provides a high-quality education to all. Moodle was always intended to be a learning platform, like an operating system or a "Lego set" that allows you to build exactly the tool you need for a certain learning circumstance, from the tiniest home school to the greatest university. Every class is unique. Staff who are implementing Moodle at a specific institution take a deep and serious approach to analysing what they need, researching what is available, and customising Moodle by removing options, adding plugins, and designing the interface to make it the best tool for their specific situation. It is well-integrated with the other systems in the environment. It all comes down to creating workflows that allow students to start learning by giving them information, then allowing them to express what they learned to others and apply their knowledge in real-world situations, and finally receiving high-quality feedback on these expressions on a regular basis so that students can continue to enhance and integrate knowledge in their long-term memory and overall thinking. (Martin Dougiamas, 2015). The advent of VLEs has accelerated pedagogical research on the use of information technology. The limited long-term studies of their use concentrate on the benefits of a VLE to a learning institution or the pedagogical shortcomings that they aid to solve (Coates et al., 2005).
THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF VLE ON STUDENTS
  Learner achievement in schools is a product of individual learner traits and learning chances offered not just by the school but also by the home. Technology can help students get the most out of their formal education. At the school level, strategies may include efficiencies in behaviour monitoring to reduce persistent absenteeism, a factor in academic underachievement, or more subtle profiling of underachieving pupils to produce a personalised programme of work, thereby increasing the percentage of pupils achieving the national target of five GCSEs (Underwood et al., 2008). One of the advantages of virtual classroom learning is that it is easier for timid students to participate in virtual classrooms. It suggests they are not anxious about raising their hand in front of other pupils in a real classroom. (Funtech, online). Students can learn new tech skills and become more skilled with the keyboard and programmes by using a computer during virtual sessions. Furthermore, with more firms migrating to virtual teams, knowing how to communicate and learn remotely might be a significant advantage in a future job. According to Barker and Gossman (2013), VLEs have a wide range of studies demonstrating good outcomes. 
   A 2012 study done by Michael Van Beek, director of education policy at the Mackinac Center for Public Policy in Michigan, US, discovered that a VLE assists students in engaging in customised education. Simultaneously, it liberates teachers from the confines of classroom management chores. He drew on a Clintondale Community Schools pilot programme that implemented a flipped classroom approach to learning in response to pupils' dismal exam results. In just one year, the number of pupils failing English reduced by 19%, the pass rate for social studies grew by 9%, science failed by 13% fewer people, and math passed by 19%. Students reported more positive learning experiences, and teachers discovered that using a VLE freed up some of the time they would have previously spent planning and teaching sessions, allowing them to focus on coaching individual students to attain their maximum potential (Michael Van Beek, 2011).
  In conclusion, VLEs have a variety of research-reported favourable effects in a variety of circumstances. They can foster introspection, fit students' requirements, boost enthusiasm and confidence, improve readiness to learn, and, as previously said, improve course assessment results.
THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF VLE ON STUDENTS
  VLE may create a sense of isolation because each student learns in their own way. Some of students can work independently, while others find comfort in their campus community, with easy access to professors or fellow students. The good news is that online virtual classroom platforms have been attempting to bridge such gaps, establishing a sense of community in the virtual realm by developing a set of technologies that enable learners to actively participate in live sessions. To match the efficiency of traditional classrooms, online education must promote the social side of learning. According to Robertson and Klotz (2002), students in an online learning environment lack the opportunity and benefits of structured discourse and the sense of community produced in a typical on-site classroom context.
  The traditional drawbacks of online learning revolve around technical issues. Nothing ruins an online lecture more than problems with audio, video, or connectivity. In the past, students were frequently compelled to download and/or install time-consuming apps or technology that resulted in inconsistent performance. It is almost unavoidable in 2022, but we spend an alarming amount of time in front of screens. Unfortunately, online learning contributes to this dilemma. Excessive screen time can cause a variety of physical problems, such as poor posture and headaches. However, it can also be a personal issue for pupils who have difficulty learning from or focusing on displays. Especially when the internet is designed to divert students' attention away from the learning material with social media and pleasure just a click away. The best online learning platforms and software available provide a variety of tools and features to assist students in being attentive and engaged.
CONCLUSIONS
  There seem to be benefits and drawbacks to online learning in higher education. However, as technology capabilities have advanced and many of the key concerns of students attending online classes have been addressed, the advantages of online classrooms are beginning to outweigh the negatives. Overall, pupils in online learning environments outperformed those receiving face-to-face instruction. Virtual learning has a bright future. It has already been found to meet or surpass average student outcome expectations, and parents and students are signing up for virtual courses at a growing pace (Michael Van Beek, 2011).
FIGUERS AND DATA
  The part that follows reports on a quantitative survey that was done to collect data to test the students' answers. The survey was conducted among the students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus and the participants were both male and female with ages between 20 and 40years. The quantitative research was conducted using an e-questionnaire that could be analysed with Excel. The questions were organised and grouped in response to the three research questions listed below (appendix one). 
  Figure 1 shows the total number of students male and female that participate and answer to the questionnaire.
    
   Fig:1
  Question 7: Does Moodle encourage you to learn independently?
a) Strongly disagree
b) Disagree
c) Neither agree nor disagree
d) Agree
e) Strongly agree
            
Fig 2                                                                Fig 3
  Figure 2 represent the percentage of female that answer to question number seven. And they answer as follow: at the answer d (Agree) eighty-three percent they agree that Moodle encourage them to learn independently; at the answer d (Strongly agree) the follow seventeen percent they strongly agree that Moodle encourage them to learn independently.
  Figure 3 represent the percentage of male that answer to question number seven. Ninety-ones percent of the male they strongly agree (answer e) that Moodle encourage them to learn independently and the rest of nine percent they agree (answer d) with the question number seven.
      Question 12: Does Moodle have a positive impact on your achievement?
a) Strongly disagree
b) Disagree
c) Neither agree nor disagree
d) Agree
e) Strongly agree 
       
Fig 4                                                                Fig 5 
  Figures 4 and 5 represent the answers at question number 12 collected from the students and as follow: eighty-six percent of the female agree(answer d) that Moodle have a positive impact on their achievement: eleven percent are strongly agree(answer e) and only three percent neither agree nor disagree(answer c).In males case seventy-nine percent agree(answer d) that Moodle have a positive impact on their achievement; fourteen percent (answer c) neither agree nor disagree and only seven percent agree(answer e) with the statement.
   Question 14: Does Moodle increase your motivation to learn?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Not really

     
Fig 6                                                            Fig 7
In the figures 6 and 7 we find the answers of the students regarding question 14. Ninety-seven percent of female said that Moodle increase their motivation to learn (answer a) and only three percent answer with c (not really). The males in proportion of ninety-six percent they answer that yes Moodle increase their motivation to learn (answer a) and only four percent said that not really (answer c).
CONCLUSIONS
  One of the most thoroughly studied areas in today's world, where technology is quickly evolving and influencing every part of society, is technology adoption. Technology adoption and utilisation is a critical topic for all areas from private corporations to public organisations, and from the health sector to education. Numerous studies on the subject have been undertaken, and several models that primarily seek to represent technology adoption on an individual basis have been produced. When it comes to students' impressions of the usage of a VLE it can be stated that the number of students who regarded the use of the Internet and its resources as useless, perplexing, and overpowering declined dramatically after gaining experience with it. (OE Kurt, 2017). Furthermore, some students continue to struggle with educational apps that may involve talents other than those they are accustomed to using with personal electronic devices. Despite the difficulties highlighted above, the adoption of a VLE provided pupils with a less stressful learning environment in the end. This conclusion is consistent with other research that say the Internet gives students with a fewer intimidating means of communicating, resulting in improved involvement, confidence, responsibility (Skinner & Austin, 1999), and resourcefulness to cope with assignments in the VLE. These students perceive the usage of a VLE as advantageous, and they find the applications used during the process to be simple and functional (Herrera).
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             Question 1: What gender are you?
a) Male   
b) Female
c) Prefer not to say
             Question 2: What age are you?
a) 20 - 25
b) 25 - 30
c) Over30
Question 3:  Have you use before a platform that help you to learn independently?
a) Yes
b) No                                                                                                                                                                                
     

Question 4: How many hours per week do you use Moodle?
a) 1 hour
b) 2 hours
c) Over 2 hours             


Question 5: Do you find easy to log in to the Moodle?
a) Yes
b) No 

	Question 6: Do you find helpful the services such as IT service desk; academic support and hub chat provide by the Moodle?
a) Not helpful
b) Helpful
c) Verry helpful

	Question 7: Does Moodle encourage you to learn independently?
a) Strongly disagree
b) Disagree
c) Neither agree nor disagree
d) Agree
e) Strongly agree

	Question 8: How do you find the statement that the application gives you an easy access to the library and resources of virtual learning environment?
a) Not helpful
b) Helpful
c) Very helpful

             Question 9: Do you access Moodle outside the classroom?
a) Never
b) Once a week
c) Twice a week
d) Three times per week
e) More than three times per week

	Question 10: Do you find helpful that the application provides you with the topics and schedule week by week that your teacher presented in the classroom?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Not really

	Question 11: Does Moodle calendar helps you with time management organizing and planning your assessments?
a) Strongly agree
b) Agree
c) Neither agree nor disagree
d) Disagree
e) Strongly disagree

	Question 12: Does Moodle have a positive impact on your achievement?
f) Strongly disagree
g) Disagree
h) Neither agree nor disagree
i) Agree
j) Strongly agree 

              Question 13: Does Moodle provides you all the university information (student finance; student hall; attendance) that you need?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Not really
                Question 14: Does Moodle increase your motivation to learn?
d) Yes
e) No
f) Not really
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