Connecting theory and practice - Written reflection

I tend to use blending theories, I think it is most suitable for my research project. And in my opinion, it could lead to transdisciplinary practice.

My main research direction is the application of Eastern and Western myths in illustration. My research will combine historical knowledge with artistic expression, and integrate the concepts of aesthetic theories of interactive art, narrative theories and emotional psychology theories, which is the key to my use of blending theories.  

In my research, I will apply formalism theories and iconography to focus on visual elements related to mythology, explore the cultural reference, historical and mythological background behind art from their composition, color, texture and other aspects, and explore the ideas and concepts conveyed by these visual patterns. In the process of cultural research, I will focus on how myths are shaped under specific historical, social and cultural backgrounds and present their values and social systems at that time through the art form of illustration, so as to analyze the intention and significance of the creation of these artistic works at that time.

I plan to design an interactive illustration installation that not only popularizes mythological knowledge to the audience, but also allows them to experience visual interaction with dynamic illustrations. The installation has several large modules that can be clicked on, each with illustrations that reference the same cultural elements from Eastern and Western myths, such as "The Flood", "The snake totem" and "The creation of man from clay." The illustrations displayed in each module are the fusion creation of Eastern and Western mythological elements, and the dynamic virtual exhibition and interactive experience of illustrations are realized by using new technologies such as VR. I will integrate text analysis and voice guidance into the illustration to increase its scientific and knowledge, and combine music with visual narration to create more creative and visually attractive exhibition effects. 

This will be my transdisciplinary practice attempt, and I will record the emotional changes and feedbacks of the audience when using the installation and interacting with it through observation and video, as the basis for the construction of a new hybrid concept (interactive art emotional design).
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