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AIM(S) 
· To develop a basic understanding of the Chinese classical tradition through foundational educational texts of late imperial China – the Highest Learning, the Practice of the Mean, and the Analects and to explore strategies for experiencing the ideas in the texts and evaluating these experiences to guide a humanistic approach to living. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
· be familiar with the rich hermeneutic strategies and commentarial tradition in Chinese classical scholarship; 
· explain the educational and philosophical basis for the interpretive framework in the Highest Learning; 
· have basic understanding of the metaphysical notions in the Practice of the Mean; 
· demonstrate reflection and evaluation of the practical nature of key concepts and principles in the texts. 
 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 

· Close readings of passages in the text drawing from classical exegesis through the commentarial tradition. 
· Evaluation of contemporary Chinese and Western scholarship and current interpretive methods. 
· Seminars to discuss and reflect on relevance for the individual and society today. 
· Experiential learning by focussing on various ideas and practices through the readings that can be implemented in daily life. 
 
 


Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Scheduled learning 
	60 
	20% 

	Independent learning 
	240 
	80% 

	Placement learning 
	 
	 

	TOTAL 
	300 
	100% 


 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☐ 
	Coursework 
	☒ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Oral presentation 
	15 minutes 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Present on how one or more exemplary individuals are used for educative effect in the Highest Learning, the Practice of the Mean, and/or the Analects. (Demonstrate the ability to analyse and present on moral exemplars in the context of foundational texts of Confucian learning).
 
Assessment Component 2 

	☐ 
	Written exam 
	☒ 
	Coursework 
	☐ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Essay  
	2000 words 
	50% 



Exemplar:
Discuss to what extent the concepts or principles of Confucian learning are conveyed differently in the Highest Learning, the Practice of the Mean, and the Analects.  (Demonstrate the ability to critically analyse, evaluate and argue based on reason and evidence).

Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written exam 
	

	Coursework 
	50%

	Practical 
	50%

	TOTAL 
	100% 


 










INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
	Module Code 
	 SIHE4005

	Module Title 
	 Four Books of Confucian Learning I 

	Classification 
	Reading List entry 
	Electronic* 

	Essential 
	Johnston, Ian and Ping Wang. Daxue and Zhongyong: A Bilingual Edition. Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2012. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Gardner, Daniel K. The Four Books: The Basic Teachings of the Later Confucian Tradition. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 2007. 
	☒  

	Essential 
	Tu Wei-Ming. Centrality and Commonality: An Essay on Confucian Religiousness. New York: State University of New York Press, 1989. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Ames, Roger T., and David L. Hall. Focusing the Familiar: A Translation and Philosophical Interpretation of the Zhongyong. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 2001. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Plaks, Andrew H. Ta Hsüeh and, Chung Yung: The Highest Order of Cultivation, And, On the Practice of the Mean. London: Penguin Books, 2003. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Rosemont Jr., Henry, and Roger T. Ames. Confucian Role Ethics: A Moral Vision for the 21st Century? Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2016. 
	☒  

	Further 
	Nylan, Michael and Thomas A. Wilson. Lives of Confucius: Civilization’s Greatest Sage through the Ages. New York: Doubleday, 2010. 
	☒  
 

	Further 
	Xu Di, and Hunter McEwan, eds. Chinese Philosophy on Teaching and Learning: Xueji in the Twenty-First Century. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2016. 
	☒  
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