Critically discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in one country. Take a global perspective and refer to local and global policies. Compare your findings to the situation for children in the UK.

This essay will discuss barriers to engagement in education for children in the Ivory Coast and compare with the situation of children in the United Kingdom (UK) through examining the background history of education in the Ivory coast, barriers to gaining access to education and what strategies the government and other agencies have implemented to assure children have access to education. The essay will also discuss how the Ivory Coast’s education programme adheres to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [UNCRC] (United Nations [UN], 2009), the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child [ACRWC] (African Union, 1999), the Millennium Development Goals (World Health Organisation, 2020) and subsequently, the UN Sustainable Development Goals (UN, 2015). 
Education is important for all children and adults as it has the power to change a life (Pearson, 2020). According to Global Partnership for Education (2020), it not only changes a life but improves health and wellbeing, enhances livelihoods, contributes to social stability and attributes to long-term economic growth. They outline a good quality education starts early to prepare children for learning, has effective teachers to enhance children’s learning, meets the needs of all children, does not leave girls behind, is backed up by official data and run by a strong school and educational system. Education is also crucial to the success of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (Global Partnership for Education, 2020). The Global Partnership for Education (2020) postulates that a good quality education can change the world. Educate a Child (no date) states that access to and receiving of a good quality education is a universal human right. Global Partnership for Education (2020) advocated that a good quality education would lift 420 million people out of poverty worldwide and if a girl attends school for 1 extra year, then her income would increase by 20% in low income countries and if every girl received 12 years of quality education their lifetime earnings would increase globally by US$15 – 30 trillion. The Global Partnership for Education (2020) further found that there were over 260 million children not in school and of the children in school 400 million are not learning due to poor teaching and bad facilities. 
There are numerous barriers to engagement in education: poverty; challenging geographies; conflict-affected situations, insecurity and instability; refugees; gender; infrastructure; resources; and quality (Educate a Child, no date). In reality, these barriers are complex and there is no single way to overcome them (Educate a Child, no date). Children will rarely find themselves in one situation but may face numerous barriers at one time (Educate a Child, no date). Educate a Child (no date) further expand on the barriers explaining that poverty affects engagement in education as parents are unable to pay for education and need the children to work to help support the family; conflict-affected situations can lead to the displacement of ethnic groups, child soldiers and damage to property and buildings; and infrastructure where not enough classrooms are available to teach the children especially in rural locations and the distance that children have to travel to attend school. 
A country that has had numerous barriers to engagement in education and difficulties providing a quality basic education is the Ivory Coast (UNICEF, no date). The Ivory Coast, which gained Independence from France in 1960, is located on the western part of Africa bordering the Atlantic Ocean with a population of 25.1 million people, of which approximately 42% are under the age of 14 years, although 25% of children are not registered at birth (Kouame, 2020), this suggests that the true population numbers are incorrect.  However, in the UK all children are legally required to be registered at birth (UK Government, no date). Between 2002 and 2015 the Ivory Coast was subject to political crisis, civil unrest and civil wars with hostilities ending by 2011 but political unrest continued until 2015 (Central Intelligence Agency 2020; Global Partnership for Education, 2020). Since 2015 a period of stability has resumed with the Government concentrating on improving the infrastructure of the country (Central Intelligence Agency, 2020). 
Due to political crisis and civil unrest in Ivory Coast, its economy and infrastructure was decimated including its education system (Paulsen, 2017). This created many barriers to engagement in education. As a direct result of the political unrest in 2002 the number of children in primary schools decreased by 30% (UNICEF, no date). Much of this was as a result of the displacement of large numbers of the population, the destruction of school facilities and the closure of schools (UNICEF, no date). In 2007, only 50% of children, mainly boys, attended primary school due to lack of educational facilities and teachers (Paulsen, 2017). Besides a lack of education facilities and teachers there were numerous socioeconomic, health and equality factors that impacted on children’s education (Paulsen, 2017). In 2008, approximately half the population lived under the poverty line, HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases were rampant and gender inequality was widespread, all of which impacted on the importance of children accessing education (Paulsen, 2017). The World Bank (as cited in Kouame, 2020) stated that there were 10.7 million Ivorians living in poverty. As Maslow’s (1943) Hierarchy of Need shows, if children do not feel safe, have enough food and water and have social stability then they will not have the motivation to learn and therefore will not attend school. Children with disabilities are not generally catered for in schools and as a result as not many, if any, attend school due to parents keeping them home as disabilities are seen as a social stigma and are typically hidden away (UNICEF, no date). It is difficult to find how many children with disabilities are in school due to a lack of reliable statistics (UNICEF, no date). Thus, widening the inequalities gap between typically developing children and children with disabilities in the Ivory Coast,  whereas in the UK children with disabilities and additional learning needs are educated either in mainstream schools or specialist schools thus improving the educational outcomes for all children with disabilities as they are supported to reach their potential (Welsh Government, 2018). 
The main barrier to accessing education is the lack of school facilities especially in rural communities (Oyeniran, 2017). Besides the destruction of school facilities during the civil unrest and war, many communities do not have any school facilities and children are educated under trees or in barracks (Oyeniran, 2017). Within school facilities there is also a lack of teaching materials which impacts on the teacher’s ability to teach and the children’s ability to learn (Oyeniran, 2017), whereas within the UK, although budgets are tight, the governing body of the school must ensure that teachers have the required materials and resources to teach their pupils (UK Government, 2020). The UK also has school facilities in all areas and the UK Government’s Priority School Building Programme allocated £4.4 million pounds to update and refurbish the 537 worst conditioned school buildings across the country (UK, Government, 2016). It is difficult to find to find a figure for the budget allocation in monetary value for the Ivory Coast as it was given as a percentage of gross domestic product.  Further to the lack of school facilities, is the lack of basic facilities within the school (UNICEF, no date). Many schools do not have running water or separate toilets for girls and boys or toilets at all due to a lack of finances (UNICEF, no date), whereas in the UK all schools have running water and separate toilets, although schools recently have been built with unisex toilets (Department of Education, 2015).  
In addition to the lack of school facilities there is a lack of teachers, especially qualified teachers (UNICEF, no date). Between 2009 and 2013, teacher/pupil ratio was approximately 50:1 however between 2013 and 2017 the ratio had lowered to approximately 40:1 (Global Partnership for Education, 2020). This showing a positive shift, but the ratios are still significantly higher than in the UK where the teacher/ration has been relatively constant at approximately 16:1 (Clark, 2020) since 2010/2011. In 2015 the Ivory Coast Government’s National Development Plan stated that 12,000 teachers needed to be recruited yearly to improve the ‘quality and governance of education’ (Oyeniran, 2017). The National Development Plan further outlined improvements to initial teacher training, developing professional development for unqualified teachers to become qualified teachers and upgrade teacher’s career prospects (Oyeniran, 2017). Due to teachers being unqualified and having poor teaching methods, the standard of education is poor (UNICEF, no date) whereas in the UK all teachers are qualified as they have had to have completed a university degree course and one year teacher training before being allowed to teach in school (UCAS, 2020). In 2014, 88.3% of pupils in second grade primary had not reached a sufficient level in language but by sixth grade this had improved to 50% while 66.2% had not reached a sufficient level in mathematics in second grade but declined to 76.7% by the end of sixth grade (UNICEF, no date).
Another barrier to engagement in education are the costs that parents incur, these are especially detrimental to low income families, although schools are prohibited from charging hidden fees (UNICEF, no date). Despite education being free, parents are expected to pay registration fees, all administrative documents, manuals and for school exercise books, uniform, transport, boarding fees and food (Smeyers, no date). Smeyers (no date) further stated that registration fees raise by level taught - for the 2015/16 school year, the cost to parents per child in primary education was 40,000 CFA (£53) annually and 100,000 CFA (£132) for parents of children in the first year of secondary school. These costs are unattainable for families living on or below the national average wage of 85,000 CFA (£112) (Numbeo, 2020). In the UK, education for the majority is free and parents are only expected to pay for uniform and food (UK Government, no date) unless attending private schools where school fees, which include tuition and meals, and boarding fees are paid. Moreover, children attend private school at the choice of the parents and therefore such costs are optional. 
A further barrier to accessing education is the distance schools are located from rural villages and the difficulty attending due to the lack of transport, infrastructure and the safety of the child (UNICEF, no date). This usually means families opt out of sending young children, girls and children with disabilities to school (UNICEF, no date). In the UK, local councils supply school transport for children between five and sixteen years as long as they live a certain distance from their nearest school (UK Government, no date). Children who are under eight years must live over two miles from the school and children who are eight year must live over 3 miles from the school (UK Government, no date). Children with disabilities of all ages are entitled to transport if they cannot walk to school (UK Government, 2020).
Another barrier to children engaging in education is that families do not see the benefit of their children receiving an education, especially their daughters (UNICEF, no date). There are many interrelated factors why families do not send their children to school: cultural norms, poverty, ethnicity and rural residency (UNICEF, no date). Parents may not send their daughters to school, especially in rural communities, due to violence against girls, excessive work burden when helping the family, forced marriage and pregnancy at an early age (UNICEF, no date). Bonfenbrenner (1995, cited in Härkönen, 2007) states that positive interaction between children and their families and the wider community allow a child to grow and develop. By not supporting the need for an education, parents’ impact on the development of their children (Härkönen, 2007). Previously mentioned barriers will also impact on the development of the child as each circle around the child interact with each other. In the UK as all children, girls and boys, either have to attend school or be home educated they are supported by families, communities, councils and Government to ensure that there is positive interaction which will allow them to grow and develop. Dewey (cited in Warde, 1960) claimed that child education reform for the oppressed was required, girls in the Ivory Coast, and that families and government must ensure they are not hindered or hurt by those who have control over them and that their right to an education is adhered to. 
To improve the ability of children to engage in education and access good quality the Ivory Coast Government has implemented numerous plans internally and with the support of international companies and charities. To combat the lack of education and education facilities, the Ivory Coast Government implemented a Transitional Education Plan 2012 - 2016 before implementing a ten-year Education and Training Plan 2016 – 2025 (Global Partnership for Education, 2020). One important piece of this legislation was that education became mandatory for all children between the ages of six and sixteen years (Paulsen, 2017) to combat the 2 million children and adolescents who did not attend school or where at risk of dropping out of school. This reform brought the Ivory Coast school age similar to the UK school age where children must attend school between the ages of five and sixteen years (UK Government, no date). It further ensured that all children and adults were able to access education and training (Paulsen, 2017). By making education mandatory it meets one of the rights of the UNCRC (UN, 2009) and ACRWC (African Union, 1999), the right to an education and meets one of the Millennium Development goals (World Health Organisation, 2020), to achieve universal primary education.
To further improve the access to education and combat hunger over a five-year period, the Ivory Coast Government in conjunction with the World Food Program, provided 150,000 students in rural areas with 18 million meals and girls who attained 80% attendance in primary and secondary schools with 50kg of rice, three times a year (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). This would ensure that students are not hungry and are able to learn and improve their academic performance thereby improving their standards of living and their future career prospects (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). By combating hunger, the Ivory Coast Government is meeting Article 24 of the UNCRC (UN, 2009) and Article 14 of the ACRWC (African Union, 1999). By rewarding girls who stay in school, the Government is ensuring that girls can earn a decent living in future, raise a healthy family who understand the importance of education and have an improved quality of life (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). This hopefully will break previous intergenerational parenting, and help children attend school, learn and appreciate the value of an education. Another advantage of educating girls is that the age she marries increases thereby reducing the birth rate, maternal and infant mortality rates and HIV/AIDS infections (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). By creating gender equality in schools, the Ivory Coast Government is meeting one of the goals of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (UN, 2015).
To further improve the education of children, in 2020, the Ivory Coast Government in collaboration with UNICEF (no date) and the Canadian Government launched a new project called ‘For every girl, the right to education’ which will ensure that 32,000 girls in crisis and conflict situations have access to an education, with appropriate facilities, school uniform and teachers that are trained in gender-sensitive pedagogy, science and technological subjects (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). The Government has also collaborated with the Chinese Government and the China Jiangsu International Cooperation Group to build and equip four high schools of excellence and two vocational schools (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). The Government has also taken out a 46 million CFA Francs (£61,000) loan to build 1,500 preschool and primary schools, 10 middle schools and 3 high Schools (Ivory Coast Government, 2020). Another project that UNICEF (2019) in partnership with Conceptos Plasticos is involved in is the building of schools using plastic bricks which are made from recycled plastic waste. This project will supply 500 classrooms which will educate a further 25,000 children (UNICEF, 2019). A benefit of this project is that women are paid for collecting the plastic waste which means they are bringing an income into the family, lifting the family out of poverty and therefore the children are able to attend school instead of trying to help support the family to survive (UNICEF, 2019). By ensuring schools are built allowing more children to access education, the Ivory Coast Government are meeting some of the needs of the children under the UNCRC (UN 2009) and the ACRWC (African Union, 1999) and the Sustainable Development Goals (UN, 2015).
By implementing all these policies, initiatives and programmes the number of children not in primary education has decreased from approximately 1.4 million to 230,000 from 2009 to 2018 with boys been the largest benefactors although the number of adolescents has remained the same at 1.1 million (UNESCO, 2020). At the start of the 2019/20 intake, the number of children registering in primary school rose by 12% from the previous year to 811,759 students from 724,785 students although by the end of the 2018/19 school year there were only 446,793 students in the sixth grade (Ivory Coast Government, 2020) thus highlighting, although great work has been undertaken by the Ivory Coast Government to get children into the education system, the next step would be to work on sustaining school attendance through into secondary school and eventually into tertiary education.
There are numerous barriers to the engagement of education globally and the Ivory Coast has had numerous barriers since gaining Independence from France. It has seen numerous political and civil unrests especially in the first ten years of the 21st Century. In the last ten years, it has done much to decrease the number of barriers to education within the country. Since the cessation of hostilities and unrest in the country in 2011, the Ivory Coast Government has ensured that the resources required to decrease the barriers to engagement in education have been made available which has seen the education system expanding rapidly. The Government has also worked alongside charities, international companies and other governments to ensure that a rapidly expanding building programme is taking place which allows more children to have an education. It is also working with other agencies to ensure that the girls in the country have an education. These programmes and Government strategies will ensure that in the future all children will be educated and literacy and numeracy rates will raise, ensuring families are lifted out of poverty thereby meeting the needs of children under the UNCRC (UN, 2009), ACRWR (African Union, 1999) and the Sustainable Development Goals (UN, 2015). Future goals for the Ivory Coast Government would by to sustain the attendance of children through primary school through to tertiary education, monitoring the mandatory school attendance of all children and ensure that all schools only employ qualified teachers to enable Ivorian children to achieve academic success and reach their potential.
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