3. Assessment Three: Dating or Database exercise
3.1. Dating Exercise (Medieval)
3.1. Dating Exercise (Medieval)
For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents.
 
You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used.
 
For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.       
 
Answer all four sections.
   
(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.

.
To date the above memorandum, I would firstly find out the year of Richard II’s eighth year of reign.
 I would then make a note of the assumption of the Blessed Mary and finally I would go forward to the following Thursday.

Richard II was king from 22nd June 1377 to 1399 when he became a prisoner; his  eighth year of reign would have been from the 22nd of June, 1385. 
The assumption of Mary is celebrated on 15th of August.
The 15th of August fell on a Saturday that year therefore the following Thursday is 20th of August.
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(b)          Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
 
The steps that I would take would be to find the dates that Anian was bishop of St Asaph. Firstly I would add one year to the start of the Bishopric. Having found 2 Anians at Saint Asaph I would search for the dates of Anion's predecessors.
I would then find the date of St. Mary Magdalene and add one day to that date to give the date of confirmation.

Bishops Reiner, Abraham and Hugh preceded both bishops of Anian. However, I suspect that the Anion here is Anion I, who was annointed to his post in November 1249. If it were Anion II, Anion I would have been listed as predecessor.

Mary Magdalene's feast day is 22nd of July.

This suggests that Bishop Anion’s confirmation of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey took place on 23rd July 1250.
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C	Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
The steps I would take to date this document are:
Firstly, I would find out which Bishopric John de Ketene sat at and the dates he was there. This step first as it would help identify which King Edward was on the throne.
Next, I would find the years that Edward was on the throne.
Finally, I would find the date for Easter of Edward’s fourth year of reign and John de Ketone’s first year.
John de Ketone was elected to Ely 2 March 1310 (slight difference in which day in March between History online and the book of Chronology (book of Chronology used) and consecrated 6 September, 1310.
King Edward II was on the throne between 8 July, 1307 and was deposed 20 January, 1327. He died September 1327. His fourth regnal year was between 8 July, 1310 and 7 July 1311, which ties in with John de Ketone’s first year
Easter Day fell on 11 April 1311. Ash Wednesday falls six and a half weeks earlier (40 days of Lent). That date is 25 February 1311. 
Therefore, the date of the Thursday following Ash Wednesday would be 26 February 1311.
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(d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.
 The first step that I would take is to make a list of all the people listed in the document to find a common date when all the people were in post and alive.
Henry King of the English, as there is no indication of which Henry, I would need the dates of the kings for Medieval period
Henry I reigned from Aug 1100 to Dec 1135, this date would tie in with Simon Bloet Dean of Lincoln and Nigel d’Aubigney. I would therefore suggest that it is this reign as opposed to later periods. 
Henry’s absences for the period thought to be most likely: 
11 June 1123 to 11 September 1126; 
26 August 1127 – 15 July 1129
Bishop of Lincoln, as we have no name this can only be tied into a person when a common date is found.
Either of the two Bishops below seem most likely:
Robert Bloet nominated March 1093 died 10 Jan 1123. 
Alexander nominated Aril 1123 died Feb 1148.
If The Bishop had been named, it would provide a pre or post 1123 date.
Earl David 
Possibly Henry I’s brother-in-law, therefor Earl of Huntingdon born 1080 styled 1113-14 died May 1153 resigned February 1136. He became King of Scotland 1124

Earl of Leicester
Robert styled 1118 died 1168 The most likely Earl of Leicester in this writ.
Earl Ranulf of Chester 
 Ranulph le Meschin  (1070 – 1129) became earl after the sinking of the White ship November 1120).1120-21; died 1129 being the most likely.
Geoffrey Ridel 
Hazell describes how Geoffrey Ridel I was described as royal justice to Henry I. He married Geva who was connected as an illegitimate daughter to Earl Hugh of Chester.
The date of death confirmed by Gibbs who also explains that the Ridel’s had no coat of arms at that time.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Gibbs, V  The Complete Peerage of England Scotland Ireland Great Britain and United kingdom Volume II (ed). 1910 hence forth Gibbs
] 

Carpenter explains that Ridel died during the voyage of the White ship in 1120.
Robert Ridel 
Son of Geoffrey and Geva. Henry I granted wardship of Robert’s lands to Richard Basset until Robert came of age. Documented in Basset charters.
Ralph Basset
Lord justiciar of England father to Richard Basset (page 19 of the thesis} Gibbs advises Ralph died 1160[footnoteRef:3]. However, Fryde et al suggest that Roger Bishop of Salisbury held the post of Justicair although no official documement exists to confirm his post as Jusicair. However he acted as vice regent during Henry’s absences 1123 - 1126[footnoteRef:4] [3:  Gibbs]  [4:  Fryde, EB, Greenway, ED, Porter, S. & Roy,I  Handbook of British Chronology (eds) Royal Historical Society (1986) p70] 

William 
Potentially William, son of Nigel who founded priory of Norton in 1134[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The chronicle: 1133-86 | British History Online (british-history.ac.uk)] 

Nigel d’Aubigny died 1129 (Wiki)


Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor
Carpenter argues that Geoffrey is not the earl’s chancellor but was Henry’s Chancellor. Henry did have in 1123 a Chancellor named Geoffrey Rufus subsequently Bishop of Durham[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Fryde, EB, Greenway, ED, Porter, S. & Roy,I  Handbook of British Chronology (eds) Royal Historical Society (1986)] 

Simon Dean of Lincoln- 
There were two Deans named Simon, Simon Bloet 1093 to 1133. Is most likely to be the Dean of Lincoln.
William son of Ranulph
Not listed as succession to Chester.
However William le Meschin was the brother of Ranulf earl of Chester who bequeathed the area of Copeland to William[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Egrement town council
Egremont Castle History – Egremont Town Council accessed 9.11.21] 

William le Meschin built Egremont castle (scheduled monument) circa 1120[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Historic England list entry 1020455
Egremont Castle, Egremont - 1020455 | Historic England accessed 9.11.21] 

Thomas of St John
Geoffrey de Clinton
1100 – 1137 
Grough, identifies that Geoffrey de Clinton was an important person to Henry I. Henry gave Kenilworth Castle to de Clinton in 1129. De Clinton was Henry’s Chamberlain, treasurer and Chief justice[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Historic-Uk and English monarchs.co.uk] 


Payne – Potentially Pain Fitz John
William d’Aubigny 
There was a William d’Aubigny Earl of Lincoln (see Arundel) before 1139; resigned on or before 1141. Looking at Arundel William is listed as1139-41 pincerna regis died 1176. He was succeeded by William d’Aubigney son  (heir)  b1150 styled by Christmas1186 but not granted the castle until June 1190 Dec 1193 1150 to 
Humphrey de Bohun Henry I Steward of the household 1131. He was also Henry II’s Steward 1153 -54 when Henry was Duke of Normandy continuing when Henry became king died 1158
Robert Musard
Robert Basset
Osmund Basset
Thurston Basset Came to Britain as part of Conquest
William constable of Norman
Hugh Maubanc 
Might be Malbanc died 29 December 1135[footnoteRef:10] [10:  The chronicle: 1133-86 | British History Online (british-history.ac.uk)] 

Whilst searching for Maubanc I came across a thesis that discussed the Basset family and many of the above people. Hazell identifies the piece being dated in this piece of work, a royal charter which exists in the Basset family charters.  Hazell cites the translation as being the work of F.M Stenton The First century of English Feudalism. Stenton has dated the charter as being 1121 - 1123[footnoteRef:11]. Carpenter[footnoteRef:12] suggests that the writ is known from a single medieval source, the ‘Basset of Weldon cartulary’. He then continues to argue that the writ is a forgery. He bases part of the argument on the difficulty of chronological issues and the likelihood of the people all being present. He asks is the writ plausible. That argument is not for this work but it does highlight a need to question what is read. [11:  R. Hazell, The Basset family: Marriage connections and Socio-political networks in Medieval Staffordshire and beyond unpublished Master of Arts thesis, B.A.Drury University, Kansas City Missouri. (2011) pp 29
]  [12:  David X Carpenter,  ‘The Marriage of Richard Basset: an undetected forgery in the name of Henry I’ Historical Research, Volume 91, Issue 252, (May 2018), Pages 399–406 ] 

Stenton explains that the writ gives provisions for Geoffrey Riddel’s land and children. It also demonstrates how a knighthood means that a tenant has come of age. Stenton further suggests that the history of the arrangement is less interesting than those people that the king included for example new men such as Geoffrey Riddel and the Earl of Chester, who were from the conquerors time whilst people like Nigel d'Albini and Pain Fitz John from the new baronage. 
Stanton comments that a mix such as this was not common but shows how people can be drawn together from to form a court at anytime so.
 ‘it was only with consent of a body similar to this in composition, though far more numerous, that the king could legislate on matters of feudal interest.’[footnoteRef:13] [13:  F Stenton, F. The first Century of English Feudalism 1066-1166 Oxford Clarendon Press 1932 p 34-35
] 

Stenton refers to the Sloane Role XXXi 4 ,m,5[footnoteRef:14] to suggest that the charter falls between the death of Richard of Chester on 25 November 1120 and the succession of Earl David to Scotland April 1124. There is no verification of how he arrived at the dates. [14:  Sloane Roll XXXi4,m.5. in Stenton begins H. rex Anlorum episcopo Lincolniensi et Comiti David’ et Comiti Legrecestria et Comiti Ranulpho de Costria… continuing with the list ending ..Hugonis Maubanc apud Wodestoke 91120-3)] 

It is possible to see from the dates that have been listed above that the writ could be dated in the period suggested by Stenton, 1121 - 1123. It is after the sinking of the White ship and the death of Henry’s son and heir. It falls in a time when Henry was in Britain not having to resolve conflict in Normandy. However, it cannot be forgotten that there are some anomalies in the list of people as commented on by Carpenter and suggested by this research. 
Looking at the dates that I can tie into Carpenter’s argument, Geoffrey (if indeed the king’s chancellor) was in post 1123, therefore the writ post-dates that. As Earl Ranulf of Chester and Nigel d’Aubigny died in 1129 it would suggest the writ pre-dates that. Given that Henry was out of the country:
11 June 1123 to 11 September 1126; 
26 August 1127 – 15 July 1129.
It could be argued that the writ was signed between September 1126 and August 1127. Further taking into consideration that Earl David was David I of Scotland in 1124 he was however absent from Scotland visiting Henry I 1126 – 1127 and had not at that time resigned as Huntingdon.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Fryde, EB, Greenway, ED, Porter, S. & Roy,I  Handbook of British Chronology (eds) Royal Historical Society (1986) p67] 

In view of that, further research could be indicated to confirm which writer has the facts correct.
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